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ADVERTISEMENT. 

tf T T is neceflary to inform the reader, 
* ■*• that the following Remarks are a 
finall part of a work lately given to the 
n public, wherein occafion is incidentally 
| taken to exhibit fome inftances of the 
manner in which Milton's character has 
been treated by fome of his former bio- 
graphers and others. About the time 
that fpecimen was clofed Dr. Johnfon's 
Ncza Narrative was thrown in the way 
| of the editors, and could not be over- * 
looked without leaving fome of the more . 
candid and capable judges of Milton's 
profe-writings to fuffer by the illiberal 
reflections of certain (perhaps well- 

A a meaning) 
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meaning) men, who may be led to think 

that truth, judgment* and impartiality 

are fmall matters, when contrafted with 

whatDr.Johnfori's admirers have thought 

fit to .(#11, an inimitable elegance df ftile 

and competition* . Our countrymen are 

certainly intefefted, that wrong repre- 

fentatbns of the chara&er i>f fo capital 

a writer as John Milton Ihould be cor- 

refted, and properly cenfured; and 

therefore as the work from which the 

following Remarks are extra&ed may 

fall into the hands of very few of the 

numerous readers of Dr. Johnfon's Pre* 

faces , wfc hope the public will approve 

of out republifhing thefe ftriSures on 

the Do&or's account of Milton, in a 

form to which may be had an eafier and 

more general accefs. 

We 
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J We have only to add, that it has been 
thought convenient to fubjoin to thefe 
Remarks, new and accurate editiorts of 
-two of Milton's profe tracts ; viz. hh 
Letter to Mr. Samuel Hartlib on £du~ 
cation, and his Areopagitica. The firft 
was grown fcarce, being Emitted in fome 
editions, both of the author's profe and 
: poetical works.; but highly worthy to 
ibe preferved a9 prefcribing a courfe of 
difcipline, which, though .out of faihion 
in thefe times, affords many ufeful lefibns 
to thofe who may have abilities and cou- 
rage enough to adopt fome of thofe im» 
provements, of which the modes of 
learned education in, prefent .practice are 
confefledly fufceptible. 

* . The 
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The other will x>f courfe recommend 
itfelf to all advocates for the liberty of 
the prefs, and moreover may, in half 
an hour's reading, entertain fbme part of 
the public with a contrail between the 
magnanimity of Milton, in facing a for- 
midable enemy, and Dr. Johnfon's fee- 
faw meditations, the fhifty wiles of a 
man between two fires, who neither dares 
fight nor run away. Thefe two tradts 
are publiihed from the firft editions. 
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REMARKS 

ON 

Johnson's Life of Milton. 

» 

WE were ia hope that we had done 
with Milmn's Biographers; and had little 
ferefight that To accomplifhed an artificer 

B of 
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of language would have condescended 
to bring up the rear -of his hiltorians* 

But it was not for the reputation of 
Dr. Johnfon's politics that Mikon lhould 
be abufed for his principles of Liberty 

• * # 

by a lefs eminent, hand than his own* 
The minute fnarlers, otfpumofe declam- 
ers againil the fentimeftts and di&ion of 
Milton's profe-works, had ceafed to be 
regarded, till the n^xkns of ibmt of \ 
thofe who pay Dnjohnfbn's quarterages 
had occasioned, an inquiry into tfyege- 

4 

nuiae principles of the Englifli Govern- 
ment, when the writes oi Milton, Syd- 
ney, Locke, &c wfcich the iiioderAtioif 
of the laft reign had left in fome degree 
of negle&, were &m &kt& ddwh from 
the jfhelves Whefe th<*y 'had; id long r<£ 
pofed, to confront tfre flb&rifres . which; • 



it 



■t *' 3 ' 

ift^—tii't^ftitrt W a^Tnfi lilt ~ * * " ***-' * . ,VJ» <•• -» • " 

■ NW- ftfcrft : J08fti&tftittxl it&& w * iitorfc 

Msufed U*itf suis, -& wkwfe*eetatifcai 

-and atosdftite *effti&bs o£ SjQfafey's Difc 
•^WfeS, <*f "li«^ *>« Gtivtrflhicht fend 
#%teftfti©d, dftflof TblamiV-LifetofMilw 
k6fi$ W« hb.*^ i\Wk* largely 'te ^nwheir 

* '-Dfr .fflMflttfrf <stfcfc#? mlttd required 
*ihat tMS'¥ie&efffttf>4ti6-6f -thi publfc 
Iflfedy • wstii^rf'iftrf appetite, paftlcu- 
««% f§f MMi^'Wttks, whofe upatk- 
y^-tefof&^M&fy taken frnfach ele- 
^*aft$ f&rft 'tb &£#%&& Hie' fourct of 
&is< &&&&>'&» to Kfil ton's principles can 
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be no fecret to thofe who have been c^a^ 
verfant in the controverts of the times* 
Dr. Johnfon's early and woU-known at- 
tachments will fufficieotly account for if; 
and pofterity will be at no lofs to deter- 
mine whether our biographer's veneration 
was paid to the White Raff or the Re4** 
But Dr. Johhfon's particular malevo* 
lence to Milton may not be fo well 
known, or poffibly forgot ; we lhail 
therefore give a fhort account of its pro- 
grefs, f rtfm its firft appearance to its $on- 
fummation in this Life of Milton. 

In the year 1747,060 William Lauder 
lent to the Gentleman's Magazine fome 
hints of Milton's plagiarifm, in pillaging 
certain modern writers for the materials 
of his poem, intituled, PaxmkjcL*fl. 

* See Preface to Milton, p. 2. 

Who 
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Who William Lauder was, 1 what was . 

* * 

his character, and of what ftarnp his mo- . 
ral and political principles, may be learn- 
ed from a pamphlet, intituled, furius, 
printed for Carpenter, in Fleetrftreet, 
without a date ; but, as evidently ap- 
pears by the Remarks at the end of it, 
publiihed foon after Lauder's appearance 
in the Gentleman's Magazine, with his 
famous difcoveries. 

Congenial politics create connections 
between men in whofe abilities there is 
great difparity, Buchanan's principles, 
in his dialogue, DejureRegni apud Scotos, 
were equally detefted by the noted Tho- 
mas Ruddiman and William Lauder. 
But Lauder's malignity could never pre- 
vail with the ingenuous Ruddiman to 

B 3 detra& 



detra& froqa Buc head's; pascal, meaft^ 
iavcorapliqiwie witK LiaflccT^ futkus zealrl 
ia hvbut fif jQhnJjfaafsi ^gtkttfau>flatiaa; 

• * » • 

o£ David's, P^dm^ tq whiqh tfiudar-gaVA: 
^preference* ;- ; v.. : 

in his. alliance iptH pr;.Jbh&faa, ce* 
uaented by their mutual .antipathy to^ 
MUtor^s principles o£ eivii aod reHgiau^ 
goveronac^ Jbp fpund a patexaat i»4nb* 
gence of his fpleneti€.aaii3aafe:y.> . . «; 

Mikaa« was a. Whig,. . $n]i . thpre&rer 
Biufl: fce a, Plagiary; accordingly: whett 
^he time cf me chat Lauder's Jfei&ures v$ 
\hc Ge'ntl^mao's Magazine; had: ikeHed 
into the fese of a pamphlet of l6o pages* 
it was vfhexed into public by a preface, 
aud ftniihed by; a poflfcript, £eqixx tjke ilt 
tuftriaus hand of Dr. Sbunud Johqibiw r 

' : ' ; ' " " " ■ ! . .•■•Oft 
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* tjfcoteafoft flf th^%ea4 a*d fall- 
$«Kf9 the Ingest* ©r» iBwgJjkS, thf 



» * 



€c that the elegant agd nervou* !#!%*> 
«* vftftfe jiJdieifluji fei^imwtsi a*d ii\i{nir 
*< tafete ilile^i« qu; the wtfa* pf J-#¥ 
#* der'i Prefect apd Pg#ferip& ^y%li a* 

* ftau»g?r aUo5» one tP phw kfajfelf w*b 

* A» fatiton, who appew fe lj&te *• 
?' have deferved hit afliftaaee ;. ag affi£ 
4* tapce which, I am pc riWcted* yrould 
f* never have beca cwijnvmicatjdj ha# 

* thfcqg ferea tfye k%|l fufpicioja pf ,tfeofp 
¥ fa£fc whicK Ihave,^^ the ic^umeiy: 

• ■ ' * ? ■ # • • ■ 

* Bflihon vindicated from tlve'ctirje of pla* 

£*ajfifm, fcc, by jphu Ppugtas, M. A. foc.Mit- 

• B 4 This 
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This favourable preemption was ill- 
founded and premature. It appeal**} 
afterwards, by the confeffion of Lauder 
himfelf, that " in Johnfon's friendfhip 
" he placed the moft implicit and unli- 
" mited confidenee *" 

Dr. Johnfon had faid for his friend, at 
the end of the Effay, that " Lauder's mo* 
4( tives were, a ftrid regard to truth 
u alone, &c. and none of them taken 
44 from any difference of country, or of 
*' fentiments in political or religious 
" matters +•" This Lauder, in hb pam- 
phlet of 1754* expsefely eontrad&ked, 
and avowed motives of party and preme* 
ditated deception $• Here the cat leaped 

* King Charles I. vindicated, p. 3, 4, * 

f Eflay, p. 163, 

X King Charles L vindicated from the charge 
of Plagiarism, brought againft bin) by Miftoa* 
Printed for Owen, 1754, j>«xx» • 

out 



#i*t of the bag. it was now notorious 
that the fable had been inverted- The 
lion roared in the Afs's Skin ; and if tha 
lion had not the whole afinine plan, com* 
municated to him & priori, Lauder's con- 
fidence in his friend Johnfoa was neither 
implicit nor unlimited* r 

Dr.Johnfon, indeed, it is to befuffe$ed % 
took upon him the patronage of .Lauder's 
projeft from the beginning; and ,bor$ 
his part in the controvert^ retailed in 
the. Gentleman's M*g4fcine for the year 
1747. There istat leaft a high degree 
of P&EP0141BHT probability, that the 
Letter in that Magazine for the month 
rf*Auguft, page 363, 364, figned wit* 
jliam lauder, came from the amicable 
hand of Mr. Samuel Johnfon. 

la 
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• lii the y*azity$i was .gu&lfftecE Liu* 
clerks penkentfial iett«r ^toDr^DoiJgiasy 
containing: a foil and f«6e coafsfliaa of 
kb toguefy : tke merit o£ which waa to-. 
ta% oYWtiw^wn by ^ cdittr 2tdiftop)£ p<&&* 
fcript j whiciv it tiu» accoufttai to bjr 
Lauder himfelf, afte* tofopming hk rea~ 
tiers, iS^t k& tt>fififeafiai JKieod a^viied 

two* - ; «r 

•. « With t&fc«p*dfen^ fays Laifider^ 
1i I thai chearifalijj ;. complied, pbmtbat 

# gentleman met* for m& tbob litter $& 
<>< was* pu&lljhed in my nam* t+Jfc* Bong* 
*> fas> i» whkfi he cgaacaittcil on^^rror 
^ Aat £«>Ve4 fcfclJ S<> p^aa4at*th* 
** fern© time tajattaifrto&e puk&cv ft* 

* QSarto, primed for ©wen, 175*. 
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**in, «Sp -pfeco, of acknqwbdgiug thaT 
H fyc^i pK&iatar< pafiagep only were i»», 
" terpolated^ he gave up the.w^ole efi|j* 
f agataft Milftm aadetafioti aijd taifte- 
*f pfQftatftion^ and therefore ioip$jb<fe 
** more grievoii% on the pi^btitct^an % 
*t had done ; and that tpo in terms mucb 
^ more fubiaiiiflive and alyafib than thsr 
V nature of the o&nee ueqiwed f *J\,. -'* , 
The amanueilfi&here gained] tipp ^pn^ 
fiderable points., i. It wa& at hit op* 
tton to mention or not the ^fibfcmcp that 
Lauder had in oorqpofing hi* effay^ and 
confeqbentijr ta conceal ia wlut degree' 

* • ■ - * 

the 'fraii# was communicated to hin$ 

* * ~ ■* * 

from the heguining. a* He eife&uaily 
anfwered A^r.DoughsJsexpe^tiony who 

• * YJidfcatiwi of Kipg Chwlcfi L-Rt^y. :.••.'.' - 

would ! 



would naturally conclude that Lauder 
had no accomplices in his villany, ex*' 
cept the jeftrits. 

.. But they who read Lauder's coinplaints 
qf this confidential friend in the pamphlef 
juft quoted, mud fuperabound both in 
faith and charity, if they can believe 
that the cbmpofer of the letter to Mr* 
Doughs was unconfeious of LauderV 
forgery, previoufly to Dr. Douglas's de- 
tection Of it. 

A poftfeript to a fecond edition of Dr. 
Douglas's Vindication 9 dated May 17, 
1756, finifhedthe controverfy. Lauder 
was difgraced with the public, and djf- 
carded by his ajnanuenfis, who turned a 
deaf ear to all his reproaches, and aban- 
doned him to his fate, with a cool philo- 

fophical 
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^ophical, apathy, void of all ambition tQ 
dare wkh JbimLJ&e 4> Wbing honours 
himfelf had fb generoufly contributed to 
thicken upon Lauder's devoted head. 

The effedts of his journey-work, in 
defaming Milton, Wing thus difap point- 
ed by the laudable diligence of Dr.Doug- 
las, ,and the unmanageable petulan.ce of 
Lauder, common prudence fuggefted to 
our biographer the expediei^ce of fup- 
preffing his impatience for another op- 
portunity of ; teflening the public vene- 
ration for Milton's merit. Accordingly 
he laid by fcis project for about t^oyears, 
.when he might rcafonably hope his ma- 
noeuifgf, under the hide of Lauder, 
would be forgotten, or laid afleep by a 
fucceffion of that- variety of entertainment 

which 
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*&rcii ; 'A* : -^r§fi is ilways proyimfcg fcr ' 
-the ptifelrc oh 1 kll forts' t>f riittje^i. ' : • - 

* 9 . 

•frorii Ms ^rfehti«ei : anA'apiie3rcd 5i 
Abiding &rtti' to the jhifcliefcSs ipvii*. '■ 

. - *< : i£ni feiffiole t&W9fe#c\flattoft . j 

: « inl^n^ ftfottg prl^efesa&Kifltd**, 
** Tttife 'f if i J M'of aifai&ftitfft '^ ' tie* . 
* : fo SKake^fekre tf*e' ^upfeityfif gS- I 
** m'us^ tffiiefc, ' 1 think, : 1tei oii H*e<«fe , 
Wf ^aiefpi^; 8btfc'# fftfeAif tetfe- ■• 
'* kultsf : &it die fkiHtetf* SKBkeFpeafe 
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<€ *f the Ma$ of. g£niV*. The; farmer 
** $rifes ffona imgt/HHion $*§t$ioj; \tk$, 
** better tf-ji{4gmem% ifee Ja«e? from, 
** £«£*/ geftiag the better o>f vna^inuiien^ 
* c Shake$#«r#'g : faults wiece tltefe of $ 
grertjfnit4 *&>fe*>f j|{ilj»$t;(>f -a #/?fe 
tfedtotf* Wi&n Stetiuttpsm 4s. -* jot*- 
*' *&!fce4s^aft»q«ifitely .ft, ; $at he is 
«* Sm^Hftb\e ;,4*r -hi* bkia&lftie* ;*« in hi$ 
^boatatistt ^^Qfrj^at^f.-Mjlfofr betray. 

: \. ?ku? *tf ^riJoHsftrt 1 ^ is&frfcioa of 
Milton%.l;h^;ftAle of j^ticai aerify 
wiiclt perht<|tt at the, h$itcfc may 
tafotmt «(j; ho -m^e tba» rfu5_Miltoa 
could not ffltffc 0. fiddle,, or 4ance .upon 
■ . ' • . - - •• '• the 
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the rope *. But this too wc leave to cti4 
ties on poetry, of whom we ihould re4 
-queft to explain the difference between a 
Genius and a Man of Genius, and by whatj 
operation habit, in the abftraft, gets the 
better of imagination; remarking onJyj 
for ourfelves, that for the balance-main 
ter to reproach Milton for his pedantry 
Is certainly betraying aitrange tincon- 
fcioufnefs t>f his own talents, unlefs he 
depends upon tiis reader's fegacity m 
difcnminatinga^r^/ pedant from a little 
came. He is obliged, however, to com- 
plete the humiliation of Milton, to put 

* 

fcis profe-wofks into fhe fcalfc. 

€€ His theological quibbles and per- 
*' plexed fpeeulations are daffy equalled 

* SecCibbcrt Letter to Pope, p. jj. 

"and 
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•* and excelled by the moft abjedfc en- 
" thufiafts ; and if we confider him as z 
profe-writer, he has neither the learn- 
ing of a fcholar, nor the manner* of a 
** gentleman. ' There is na force in his 
" reafoning, no elegance in his ftyle, and 
" no tafte in his composition." 

Peremptory, ~but not decifive ! To 
make this go down, even with a mode- 
rate tory, it fhould have been added, that 
the narrownefs of Milton's education pre- 
vented, not only his proficiency in the 
ftudy of the abftrufer fciences, but even 
in the elemental acquisitions of reading 
©rfpelling. 

" We are therefore/* continues the 
critic,. u to confider him in one fixed 
" point of light, that of a great poet* 

C "with 
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u with * laudable enty Of rivalling; 
*< eclipfiftg, and excelling, all who at- 
w tempted fublimity Qf fentiment' and 
" defcription. " 

Cpuld this be a hopeful attempt in ft* 
Wretched a writer of pitofe ? or does the 
critic propofe to entertain his readers 
with a miracle, or only with a paradox ? 
. Immediately however the critic with-* 
draws Milton from this fixed pint of light i 
and places his fublimity of fentiment and 
defcription in contraft with Shakefpeare's 
amiable variety ; and concludes, " that 
" Shakefpeare could have wrote like f 
" Milton, hut Milton could never have 
<€ wrote like Shakefpeare*" 

Does not the Do&or here overturn his 
own metaphyfical fyftem? ShakefpeaTe's 

judge* 
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judgement, to haVe qualified him to write. 

like Milton, mufl have got the better o£ 

his imagination ; a confinement of Shake* 

Ipeare's powers not half to pbffibte a£. 

that Dr r Johiifon fhould turn . Whig.. ' 

" Sdme may think," fays the Do<£tor;. 

m this fame poetical fcale, ** that L have 

u under-valued the charadter of Waller;. 

** but, in my own opinion, Lhave rathei: 

** over-rated it." 

Hfc has however made atnple atliendk 
for this lenity iri writing Wallers life ; 
and it is a very gentle oeiifure paffed 
upon him by the Critical Reviewers ■*, 
" that the Do&or's remarks oii fomfc. of 
* our beffc poets, particularly Milton and 
*** Waller^ whofe political opinions by ho. 

* For May, 1779, 

C 2 ' « means 
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" means coincided with his own, may be 
" thought rather too fevere," 

It was Waller's misfortune (a misfor- 
tune only in the fcale of Dr. Johnfon) to 
be born of a mother who was filter to the 
iliuftrious patriot John Hampden, whom 
the Do&or calls the zealot of rebellion, by 
the fame figure of fpeech which repre- 
fents Chriftopher Milton, as taught by the 
law to adhere to king Charles, who was 
breaking the law every day by a thou- 
fand of thofe arbitrary adts and oppref- 
fions which make up the defcription of a 
tyrant. 

It is not eafy to determine which, in 

this charaAer of Hampden, is the mors 

confpicuous, the zeal of the loyalift, or 

the manners of the gentleman* The man 

3 talks 
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talks in one place of Milton's brutality. 
We could wiih to have his definition of 
the term, that we may not injure him in 
the adoption of it to his own fiyle. 

But Milton only, for the prefent, is 
our client, and only Milton the profe- 
writer, who, in that character, muft ever 
be an eye-fore to men of Dr. Johnfon's 
principles ; principles that are at enmity 
with every patron of public liberty, and 
every pleader for the legal rights of Eng- 
lishmen, which, in their origin, are nei- 
ther more nor lefs than the natural rights 
€f all mankind* 

Milton, in contending for thefe againft 
the tyrant of the day and his abettors, 
was ferious, energetic, and irrefragable. 
He bore down all the filly fophifms in 

C 3 favour 
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favour of c^efpotic power like a torxentt 

and left his adversaries nettling to reply^ 

<but the rhetoric of Billbgfgate, from, 

which Lauder, in the end of his papiph- 

let> intituled, " King Charles J. vindi- 

*" cated, $x." has colle&e^ a nofeg^y of 

•the choiceft flowers ; aiyi pity it wajs, 

«that he was too early to add his friend 

Johnfon's character of .Milton the profe- 

writer to the, fayaury bouquet. . . 

When the Ppdoi; found, on focrte late 

eOccafions, that his crpde.abjife andhxali- 

cious ci^iticifms would xioit bring down 

Milton to the degree of contempt witfr 

the public .which bjs had afGgned Ijim 

in the fcale of profe- Waiters ; he fell upon 

-an expedient wjiich has fometimQs fuc- 

5 ceqde$ 
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c**eded in particular exigences. In one 

Word, he determined to write his Life. 

There are no men fo excellent who have 
«ot fome perfonal or cafual defe& in their 
bodily frame, fome aukward peculiarity 
in their manners or converfation, fome 
Scandalous calumny tacked to their pri- 
vate hiftory, or fome of thofe natural 
failings which diftinguiih human from 
aegelic beings. 

On the other hand, few men are fo to- 
tally abandoned and depraved as to have 
-no remnants of grace and goodnefa, no 
intervals of fobriety, no touches of regret 
for departed innocence, no fenfe of thofe 
generous paffions which animate the wife 
and good to praife-worthy actions, or 
no natural or acquired abilities -to abate 

C 4 the 
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the refentment of the reputable public, 
and to atone, in fome degree, for their 
immoralities* 

A man of genius, who has words and 
will to deprefs or raife fuch charaders 
refpe&ively, will confider little in his 
operations upon them, but the motives 
and occafions which call for his prefent 
interference ; and the world who know 

■ 

the artificer will make it no wonder that 
the encomiaft and apologift of the pro- 
fligate Richard Savage fliould employ 
his pen to fatyrize and calumniate the 
virtuous John Milton* 

" The Life of Milton," fays Drjohn- 

fon, " has been already written . in fo 

" many forms, with fuch minute enqui- 

. " rjr, that I might perhaps more pro- 

w perly 
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** perly- have contented myfelf with the 
** addition of a few notes to Mr, Fen* 
ton's elegant Abridgement; but that a 
new narrative was thought neceflary to 
" the uniformity of this edition *♦" 

The uniformity of editions is com- 
monly the bookfeller's care, and the ne- 
ceffity of fuch uniformity generally arifes 
from the tafte of the public ; of which, 
among the number of names exhibited 
in the title-pages of thefe volumes, there 
muft be many competent judges. It 
would be a pity however that a confor- 
mity to this tafte fliould engageDr. John- 
Ibn in writing this Life^ to go beyond 
what would more properly have contented j 
himfelf ; the lead intimation from the 

* Life of Milton, p. z« 

J3io- 
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Biographer of the impropriety of a new 
narrative would, we are.pedliaded, have 
made the undertakers of the edition con- 
tented: with the Doctor's plan. 

He might not indeed have found the 
ftneans to introduce certain particulars, 
/which embdlifh his new narrative, into 
:his notes on Mr. Fenton's abridgement, 
in which there is a vein of candor that 
does the writer more honour than the in- 
genuity of his performance ; not to men- 
tion the different judgment, from that of 
Dr. Johnfon, formed by Mr. Fenton, on 
fome of Milton's poetical pieces. 

We therefore believe this new narra- 
tive was calculated rather for Dr. John- 
fon's private contentment than the necef- 

fities of the edition. 
/^ 

A few 



A few. iuftances will ferve tp fjfcewthe 

, 4 

'probability of this furmife. 
f All the writer^ of MUton'g L^fe befo|e, . 
Dr. Johnfoo . fpeak of the eftpeiR with 
which Milton was honoured by 4\i$ feJU . 
low-member? of Chrift's College at \ 
Cambridge. Mtftoi} values hinjielf Wp<W > 
it at a tirpe when the under-wprkere of; . 
itfce royalifts, who fent different adcpugm ,• 
to. the defenders of Salrpafius abroad, 
HUght h^ve effectually cogfoted hiiji v 
Let us now obferye the cqntraft. 
" Qf the exercifes which the rules ©f 
the -univerfity. required., fom? won? ', 
publiihed by him in his njaturer ] 
years. They had been ujidovbtedly 
" applauded for they ^yere fqch as few j 
" can perform ; yet there is reafon to 

" fuf- 
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"fufpeft, that he was regarded in his 
*< college with * no great fondnefs. That 
<( lie obtained no fellowfhip is certain ; 

» 

* c but the unkindnefs with which he was 
u treated was not merely negative, I am 
" afhamed to relate what I fear is true ; 
u that Milton was the laft ftudent in 
* r either univerfity that fufFered the pub- 
<€ lie indignity of corporal corre&ion *." 
1 This filly tale is taken from Warton's 
<g Life and Remains of Dean Bathurft/' 
and retailed by Warton from fome manu- 
fcripts of Aubrey the antiquarian in the 
Alhmolean Mufeum, whofe anile credit- 
lity has difabled him from being a writer 
of any authority. In what manner, and 
with what circumftances, this corporal 

* Milton's Life, p. ;, 8. 

cor- 
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eorre&ion was inflated in either univcr- 

fity, we are not informed, Warton's 

words are, that " Milton was actually- 

" whipped by Dr. Thomas Bainbrigge, 

« Mafler of Chrift's College, while he 

" was at Cambridge*" Dr. Johnfon 

calls it a public indignity y which is an 

improvement upon Aubrey, and renders 

the fadt ftill more improbable. There 

is no fpecification of the offence, or of 

the time of the correction ; and we may 

prefume, that when this wholefome feve- 

rity was moft in vogue in either uni- 

verfity, the head of a college would 

hardly make himfelf fo ridiculous as to 

condefcend to execute the office of a pa- 

rtfh-beadle */ ^ 

There 

* We have been informed, that the manner 

of 



I So 1 
There is another prefuriiption agaihffr- 
this anecdote. Watton obferves, that 
Wood,, who, ^Cording to hirr^ com- 
piled his acoount of MiltOh from Au- 
brey's manuscript, has omitted fome cir- 

ft 

cumftances, particularly this of his fla- 
gellationr Aubrey pretends- he had his- 
information ftotn Milton's own mouth J. 
of from his relations after his death ; at 
leaft fo he told Wood, who could not be 
fuppofed to 6mit this circumflance fronV 
any good-will he bore to Milton's me- 
mofy. We may then teafonabty fufpedt 
that Wood did hot believe it,, and that 
he Was convinced Aubrey was mifinform- 
ed ; and fupjfcrfe the ftctor lhould be ohfe 

of whipping young unlucky academics was, to 
hoift them upon the college buttery hatch, 
where the difcipline was inflicted by the butler. 

of 
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of thofe which Aubrey had from Mil- 
ton's own mouth, Milton would hardly 
give him an account of the punilhment, 
without fignifying what was the fault. 

Dr. Jfchnfon fays, "Milton was the 
" laft ftudent in either univerjity that fuf- 
** fered this corporal corredion." Now 
Mr. Warton telteus, that " the whip was 
* c an Inftrument of academical correc- 
" tion, not entirely laid afide in the old 
" age of Dr. Bathwft * ; but Bathurii 
furvived Milton thirty years, and the 
time of Milton's admiffion above eighty*- 
If Milton therefore was the laft fufferef 
by this illiberal punifhment in Cam* 
bridge, that univerfity got the ftart of 

* Life of Bathurft, v p. 202. 

Oxford 
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Oxford * in civilifation by at leaft fifty 
or fixty years ; which is more honour,, 
we believe, than Dr. Johnfon defired Mr^ 
Warton fhould confer upon it* 

Mr.Warton fays, "This" [meaning 
the whipping-bout] " explains more 
" fully a paffage in one of Milton's 
u elegies ; 

" Nee 



. * "In the public features of Oxford, the irr- 
lc junction of inflicting corporal punifhment on 
•* boys under fixteen remains unrepealed, and 
" in force at this day; but the execution, of this 
•* law, fo repugnant to every liberal and decent 
u idea, ha» been long aboliihed.. Yet this code 
** of ftatutes was compiled no longer ago than 
** the year 1635. ^ was > however, no uncom- 
" mon practice at a college in Oxford, where the 
** foundation-fcholars are elected very young,. 
** actually to puniili with the rod as far down as- 
44b -the beginning of the prefent century ." 

Gent. Mag. 1779, p. 4,93^ 
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** Nee duri libet ufque minas pcrfcrre 
magiftri, 
Casteraque ingenio non fubeunda 



<6 
4C 



" meo." 



Where, in Mr. War ton's ideas, cat era 
fignifies flogging* But Dr. Johnfon hav- 
ing noted that it fignifies fomething elfe 
.befides threats, interprets it into fome- 
thing more, u e. more fevere, namely, 
~punifhm$nt. But he feems to be in 
.doubt whether that puniflimentwas whip- 
ping or banifhment; and with reafon, 
for catera may fignify fomething more, 
/• e. fomething over and befides threats, 
and yet fomething elfe befides either 
whipping or ruflication. The moft na- 
tural interpretation of the fecond line 
feems to be, that thofe college-exercifes 

D known 
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known by the name of tmpofiiions (often* 
times prefcribed as puniftunents) did not 
iuit Milton's genius, being indeed even 
within our memory calculated rather for 
the drudgery of an induHrious plodder 
than fuited to the genius of a youth of 
parts and fpiriu Wonderful muft be that 
genius which has a tafte for being flogged 
or baniihedl 

*' It feems plain," fays the nenb narra- 
1ivei ** from his own verfes to Diodati, 
u that he had incurred rujlication^ a tern- 
" porary difiiiifiton into the country, with 
u perhaps the lbfs of a term*" 

Milton was admitted of Chris's Col- 
lege, February 12, 1624 5. He took 
his bachelor's degree in 1628, fo that 
without a perhaps he loft no term. In 

every 
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■f very college there is or fhould be a re- 
gifter, in which are entered all orders 
for expulfion and ruftication of delin- 
quents. This is neceflary for the jufti- 
fication of the mailer and fellows againft 
whom appeals and complaints are often 
. lodged by tie fuflerers, either before the 
Tifitor or in Weflminfter-HalU We have 
been informed, from the bell authority, 
that there is an entry in the regifter of 
this very college^ importing, that a can- 
♦didate for a fellowfliip *, being rejedted 
by the fociety, was, upon calling in the 
vifitort, eftablifeed in his right, not 
without feme feyere ^xpreffions inferted 

* The late Dr. Hutton, Archbifhop of Can- 
lerbury. 

j- Biftiop Sherlock, thenYice-chancellor. 

D 2 in 
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in the fentence, which the vifitor, upon 
application, refufed to expunge. ? 

If therefore the Regifters of Chrift's 
College are filent with refpeft to the ex- 
pulfion of John Milton, it is not plain 
that he was either expelled or rufticated, 
not to mention that the terms, vet hi 1a- 
ris et exilium, may refer to twenty caufes 
befides that afEgned by the new Biogra- 
pher. If Milton's return to college was 
voluntary, it would be invidious toaf- 
cribe his abfence to compulsions unlefs 
you will fuppofe that the prohibition was 
the feffed: of his father's oeconomy, which 
is by far moll likely to have been the, 
cafe. 

Milton however was certainly out of 
humour with the univerfities (except 

per- 
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perhaps with a few of his ingenious and., 
judicious friends in them); andDr.John* m 
fon gives us our choice of two caufes of 
it f the injudicious fever ity of bis governors 9 
and Milton's captious perverfenefs *'. 

Had Milton left us nothing upon the 
fubje<9: but rude and indifcriminate abufc 
of the univerfities, Dr. Johnfon's alter- 
native in affifling us to account for it had 
been liberal and gracious. But the fingle 
letter of Milton to Hartlib {hews that 
his objections were of another fort, and 
took their rife neither from any refent- 
ment againft his governors for their fe- 
verity, nor from any perverfenefs of his 
own temper. So far from blaming their 
fcverity, he reproves the idle vacancies 

* Life, p. io. 

D 3 given 
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given both to fchools and univerfitiesy as 
a detrimental and improper indulgence ; 
with refped to his own difpofition, no- 
thing appears here but a defire to melio*- 
rate the mode of education, in which 
Hartlib was as hearty as himfelf ;. and it 
appears by our late academical reforma- 
tions, that the authors of them were no* 
more in humour with the methods o£ 
their predeceffors than Milton himfelf. 

It is true, Milton was zealous for Re- 
formation in the church,, and who can fay 
it was not wanted ? or who but Dr. John- 
fon will fay it ?• Milton laid the errors 
and abufes in the church to the account* 
of the bilhops. The bifhops counte- 
nanced and encouraged the universities ; 
and it was but natural for the univerfi- 

ties 
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ties in their turn to inculcate that -fort of 
learning which tended to Uphold the 
epifcopal authority, and confequently to 
prevent the reformation Milton wifhcd 
for* 

f# One of his obj'e&ions," fays the Doc- 
tor, " to academical education, as it was 
" then conducted, is, ; that men defigned 
u for orders in the church were per- 
" mitted to adt plays, writhing and un- 
" boning their clergy limbs to all the antic 
" and dijhonejl gejiures of Trinculoes, 
u buffoons, and bawds > projlituting the 
"Jhame of that nnni/iry^ which either they 
M had or were tiigh havings to the eyes of 
u courtiers and court-ladies, with their 
u grooms and madamoifelles *.* 
1 Apology for Sine£tymnus> p*tio. Birch's ed* 

D 4 ' Num 
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Num fingit, num mentitur ! If Ignora- 
mus was well adfced at Trinity College, 
thefe ludicrous appearances mull be ex- 
hibited to the fpe&ators, who were per- 
fons exadfcly anfwering the defcription 
here given of the*n$. and if the charac- 
ters were perfonated by clergymen, or 
candidates for orders, there is propriety 
as well as truth in Milton's reflection. 
But this is not the objeftion* 

" This is fufficiently peevifh," fays 
the Do&or, " in a man, who, when he 
" mentions his exile from the college, 
" relates, with great luxuriance, the 
* € compenfation which the pleafures of 
u the theatre afford him* Plays were 
t( therefore only criminal when they were 
" afied by academicks *." 

* Life, p, 12. 

The 
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The Dodtor undoubtedly depended, 
that he had fufficiently difgufted his rea- 

« 

ders with his account of Milton's profe- 
writings, to prevent their looking for the 
context to his quotation, to which there 
is no reference, or mention of the tradt 
from whence it is taken. 

Perhaps indeed fome of the more mo- 
derate idolizers of Dr. Johnfon might 
perceive, even from this mutilated ci- 
tation, that Milton did not blame thefe 
actors as they were academic s> but as they 
were clergymen* But Milton had likewife 
another objection to them ; they were 
fcurvy performers. 

" There," fays Milton, " while they 
" adled and over-afted, among other 
" young fcholars, I was a fpedtator ; they 

" thought 
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thought themfelves gallant men, and I 
thought them fools ; they made fport, 
and I laughed ; they niif-pronounced,, 
" and I mifliked'; and, to make up the 

" atticifm, they were out, and Ihifs'd *.* 

1 

Thefe were not the faults of men of | 
the theatrical profeffion, who were daily • 
practitioners upon the ftage, and by | 
whom Milton was fo highly entertained 
in the Metropolis. 

Milton's epifcopaKan opponents re- 
proached him as a diflblute rake; and, 
among other irregularities, mentioned 
his frequenting the theatres, whkh they 
inferred from his fpeaking of vizzards 
and falfe beards. He anfwers, that there 
was nooccafion to go to the public play- 
houfes to learn the ufes of thefe difguifes; 

* Apology, p. 21$. 

for- 
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afmuch as plays were aftcd in the uni- 
rfities, with the approbation of bifhops, 
here thefe chara&criftical properties 
were to.be feeaias well as at the public 
theatres* 4 * And," he concludes, " if it 
* be unlawful to fit and behold a mecce- 
[ u nary comedian perfonating that which 
t€ is leaft unfeemlyfor an hireling to db y how 
" much more blameful is it to endure 
u the fight of as vile things a&ed by per- 
sons,, either entered, or prefently to 
u enter, into the miniftry ! and how 
" much more foul and ignominious for. 
* them to be the aftors * !" 

Is^thtn Dr* Johnfon's therefore the* 
introduction of a fair inference ? or do;« 
flandec and. mifreprefentatKMv then only 

* Apology,, p. 213. 

lofe* 
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lofe their malignity when delivered by ] 
the pen of Dr. Johnfon ? 

Every page of the new narrative is full 
of mean flings and malevolent furmifes 
on Milton's moft indifferent actions, 
which it would be endlefs to remark with 
a proper reproof of each. We fliall 
therefore only feledt a few of the moft re- 
prehenfible, either on account of their 
want of candour, or want of veracity. 

Page 24. It is thus written: " Let not 
" our veneration for Milton forbid us to 
u look with fome degree of merriment 
" on great promifes and fmail perfor- 
€€ mances, on the man who haftens home 
€€ becaufe his countrymen are contend- 
" ing for their liberty, and when he 
" reaches the fcene of aftion vapours 

u away 
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"« away his patriotifm in a private board- 

" ing fchool." 

This fneer is derived from a reflection 

of Mr. Fenton, " to whom it feemed 

" wonderful that one, of fo warm and 

w daring a fpirit as Milton's certainly 

" was, ftiould be reftrained from the 

u camp in thofe unnatural commotions* ; 

and whence Dr. Johnfon takes the li- 

" berty to fubfume : But Milton was re- 

" ftrained from the camp, therefore his 

" patriotifm was vapoured away/* 

But was there no fcene of patriotic 

a&ion but in the camp? or will Dr. 

Johnfon allow that Milton could have 

done more for the liberty of his coun- 

* Fenton's Life of Milton, p. x. 

trymen 
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'tf yrnen with his fword than he did whip 
his pen*? 

Philips informs us, that Milton ar- 
rived in England from his travels " about 
€C the time of the King's making his fe- 
« cond expedition agaioft the Scots f ;" 

* Neque enim militise labores et pericula fie 
nlefugi, ut non alia ratione, et operamnwltouti- 
liorem, nee m in ore cum periculo, meis civibus 
-navarim, et animum dubiis in rebus neque de- 
miffum unquara, neque ullius Uividia?, vel etiam 
mortis plus sequo metuentem praeftiterim. Nam 
cum ab adolefcentulo humanioribtis eflena fku- 
diis, ut qui maxime deditus, et mgenibj femper 
*quam corpgre validior, pofthabita caftrenfi ope- 
ra, qua megregarius quilibet robuftior facile fu- 
perafTet, ad ea me contuli quibus plus potui, ut 
j>arte raei rnellore ac potiore, fi faperem, non 
-deteriore, ad rationes patriae, caufamque hanc 
.prteftanthfimam, quantum; maxime poflem mo* 
omentum accede rem. 

Miltoni Defenfio fecunda pro Fopnlo Angli- 
cano, p. 366. vol. II. cf Baron's edition 
of his profe- works, 

^ Philips, p. xvi. 

tod 
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tod fo fay Toland, Newton* &c; and it 

was in the very fame year that Milton 
published his Difoourfes of Reformation 
ia two books, founded on the fame 
principles of liberty for which his coun- 
trymen were contending in the camp. 

The fame Mr. Philips fays, that with- 
in the firft two years that Milton inha- 
bited the houfe which the new narrative 
dignifies with the name of boarding- 
fcbool* 9 he fet out not only the tra& 
above-mentioned, but like wife the feve- 
xal treatifes againfl: Prelatical Epifcopa- 
<:y, on the Reafon of Church-Govern- 

* The expreffion was familiar to this writer: 
** At Edial, near Litchfield, in Staffordmite, 
"" young gentlemen are boarded, and taught the 
44 Latin and Greek Languages, by Samuel 
44 Johnson." 

Adven tifement in Gent. Mag* 1736, p. 428* 

ment* 
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ihent, Defence of Sme&ymnus, an 
others. 

Dr. Johnfon will hardly deny that 
tfoefe patriotic pieces vapoured beyond 
•the environs of Milton's boarding-fchool, 
even perhaps to the warmeft fcent of ac- 
tiott? the Common s* Houfe of Parlia- 
ment: nor can we think he will (except 
in a fit of merriment) call them fmall 
performances, with refpedt to their ef- 
fects ; as he himfelf muft know by ex- 
• perience the fervice that political pam- 
phlets do to the fadtion their authors 
adhere to, when feafonably publiihed. 
The merit of the faftion, or of the au- 
thor, is out of the queftion. We beKeve 
it will not be difputed, that Milton was 
as valuable a writer to the party he 

efpoufed, 
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T efpoufed, as Dr. Johnfon is to the prefent' 

w t .... 

I adminiftration, though not (at the time 

referred to) bought with a price. " \ 

.. . 

The Do<9tor fays, " This is a part of 

. • ■ ■ • • 

** his life from which all his biographers 
* 4 feem inclined to ihrink. They are un- 

** willing that Milton fhould be degrad- 

» « 

* € ed to a fchool-mafter ; but fince it can- 
" not be denied that he taught boys, one 
** finds out that he taught for nothing ; 
" and another, that his motive was only 
u zeal for the propagation of learning ; 
" and all tell what they do not know to 
" be true, only to excufe an a& which no 
€€ wife man will confider as in itfelf dif- 
" graceful. His father was alive, his 
" allowance was not ample,. and he fup- 

E " plied 
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" plied its deficiency by an honeft and. ■ 

t 

*? julefvil employment." 

This is (aid with more confidence than 
the Dolor's careleffnefs in cqnfulting 
Milton's Biographers will juftify. Philips 
iSt not one an$ another $ and he is the only 
original from whom thofe who h#ve apo* 
logifetf fpi: ^il ton's emplo} r rpeotu>teaclv. 
ing youth h^ve copied* 

Whether Toland knew the particulars 
of Milton's motives, mull be left toGoi> 
and his own confeience ; but to fay that 
" Miltqn had.no fordid or mercenary 
" p*#pofes" will not imply th#t he taught 
for nothing* 

M^ ton's, friends are pbliged to Dr* 

Johpipn for doing credit to his fuppofed 

occupation of a fchoolmafter ; but To- 

4 land 



J 



C 5' 3 

fend had doae it before him, whofe re- 
marks would hardly have been feconded 
in the new narrative y if the author had 
not had fome fellow-feeling of the re- 
proach of Milton's adverfaries ; a cir- 
cumftance that gave us fome efpecial 
wonder that the Do&of fhotild be fo 
much ajliamed of the whipping ftory re- 
tailed from Aubrey, 

Concerning this part of Milton's Life, 
Mr, John Philips mufi, out of all Com- 
parifon, be the moft authentic hiftorian : 
He was Milton's pupil from the begin- 
ning; and they who attend to the feries 
of fadts in his account will perceive how 
much Dr. Johnfoff's fpeculations on va- 
grant inattention, JIugg/Jb indifference, and 
abfurdmifapprebenfwn> introduced by way 

E a of 



of .confuting thofe fafts, might have been 
fpared. 

" We are told/' fays the »*w narrative* 
" that in the art of education he per- 
" formed wonders ; and a formidable lift 
u is given of the authors Greek and 
" Latin that were read in Alderfgate- 
" ftreet by youth between ten and fifteen 
" or fixteen years of age." And thea 
follows the wife obfervation, that " no- 
« body can be taught falter than hft can 
" learn *." 

But who were thzk youth ? Even his 

fitter's two fons, (perhaps only one of 

them, the younger) ; as appears by what 

Philips fays after he had fpecified the 

formidable lift. 

* New Narrative, p. 27. 

u Now 
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" Now perfons," fays he, '* fo far ftia- 

" nududted into the higheft paths of lite- 

<f rature, both divine and human, had 

" they received his documents with the 

" fame acutenefs of wit and apprehen- 

" lion, the fame induftry, alacrity, and 

" thirft after knowledge, as the inttruc- 

" tor was indued with, what prodigies 

" of wit and learning might they have 

proved I the fcholars might, in fome 

degree, have come near to the equal- 

c f ling the matter, or at leaft have in 

" fome fort made good what he feems to 

" predict in the clofe of an elegy he made 

'" in the feventeenth year of his age, 

" upon the death of one of his fitter's 

" children (a daughter) who died in her 

E 3 u ii>- 
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" infancy " The l^ft couplet of which 
elegy is, 

This if thou do, he will ?n offspring 
give 

That to the world's laft end fliall make 
thy name to live *. 

Hence it is clear that the perfons Jo 
manuduSed were only, at the mofl, the 
two Philipfes, the offspring of Milton's 
fitter, whofe name would be little coiv- 
. nested with the proficiency of a promis- 
cuous number of boys in a boarding- 
fchool. 

In the next place, Mr, Philips is 
before-hand with Dr. Johnfon in affign- 
ing the caufes of the little comparative 

* Philips, p. xix, 

pro- 
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puofifiieney paade by ths perfons lb atifiw* 
dttfled.i where toronwv gebd-nwuress 
would reftrain htrfi from taxutg the,he? 
"betfude, theidleftefrj th^.l^idplartc^ .and, 
indifference, of any ftudeflts, exe^t o£ 
jfeimfclf or his brother*.. And indeed it; 
plaiiily appears, that' . the ir addafcij *>f 
" foaie fcholars *" was pdfterior. -t&j $& 
courie of readihgMiltort.wejtf .through 
with his nephews, and was one of fciK>fe 
ftvtral occafibns of imrtafmg bis fafftity, 
apparently after he had written the fttfft* 
above-mentioned. 

If Toland, and Milton's Biographers* 
/ubfequertt to Philips, made mo>re of this 
majcter than Philips** hiftory authorised, 
we do not commend them, But it was 

* Philips, p. xx i. 

E 4 furely 
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farely the bufifiefs of a new narrative tq 
corred their inaccuracies, and not in- 
vidiotfifly to reprefent Milton as perform- 
ing winders, which it is not pretended 
by him, who knew the beft, that he did 
perform ; and then to fhew the imprac- 
ticability of the thing by remarks bor- 
rowed from his informer, and put upon 
the reader as the produft of his own fa- 
gacity. 

• In another place the DoQror fays * > 
u From this wonder-working academy I 
u do not know that there ever proceeded 

any man very eminent for knowledge; 

its only genuine product, I believe, is 
€( a fmall hiftory of poetry, written in 
u Latin by his nephew, of which per- 

* Johnfon, p. 31. 

3 " haps 
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^ haps none of my readers has ever 
" heard/' . 

Every writer may prefume, conjee* 
tare, and believe, as much as he pleafea 
in all cafes where he cannot be contra- 
d i<fted ; and fomay we. Ouranfwers to 
this then are, 

i # Renter dus mm *uicHt mtria. There 
may have been men and. things of which 
Dr. Johnfon hath no knowledge. Wood 
fays, both Milton's nephews were writ- 
ers * ; and there may be ftill more ge- 
nuine products of Milton's fcholaftic in- 
ftitution than Dr. Johnfon ever heard of. 

2. From this reflection it may be in- 
ferred, that Milton's pupils were not fo 

f Ath. Oxon, vol, I. Fafli, p.. 263. 

nume- 
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numerous as the Doctor's hypothefis 
quires they fliould have been. 

3. The ftudents in Milton's academy 
(being th£ ions of men of like fpirit and 
principles with their mailer) would nor, 
upon leaving his boarding-fchool, vapour 
away their patriotifm in writing books i 
but proceed to fcenes ofa&ion not very 
favourable to the Mufes, or philosophical 
Speculation. 

Though fome of Milton's pupils 
might, in the days of their maturity, 
write like angels, their performances in 
favour of Liberty would be execrated 
into obfcurity and contempt, upon the 
turn of the times, by the able proficients 
in the noble fcience of licenfing. 

The 
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The De&or, fpeakiag of Milton's 
Areopagitica, fays, " Tlje danger of 
fuch unbounded liberty [of unlicenfed 
printing], and the darker of bound* 
ing it, have produced a problem, in 
" the fcience of government, which bu- 
" man under/landing feems unable tp 
" folve *." 

Let us then have recourfe to a divine 
under/landing for the folution of it. Let 
both the tares and the wheat grow Uge- 
ther till the harvejly lefl while ye gather 
up the tares, ye root up alfo the wheat with 
them* 

Next follows a curious fee-faw of the 
arguments pro and cgn. 

' * New Narrative, p. 45. 

"If 
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If nothing may be publifhed but 
" what civil authority hafve previouiiy 
u approved, power muft always be the 
" ftandard of truth.** 

Would not one think that problem was 
thus folved at once ? Is not this an al- 
ternative which even Dr. Johnfon's pre- 
dilection for power would hardly admit ? 

Hold a little, till we have fliewn you 
the evils on the other fide. 

€€ If every dreamer of innovations may 
" propagate his projects, there can be no 
" fettlement ; if every murmurer at go- 
" vernment may diffufe difcontent, there 
€C can be no peacrf* if every fceptic in 
" theology may teach his follies, there 



" can be no religion." 



Is 
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Is it aot better that power ihouW be. 
the ftandard of truth, than that we ftiould 
have qo fettlement, no peace, no reli- 
gion ? 

But> fays another writer, as honeft a 
man, and at leaft as fair a reafoner, as 
Dr. Johnfon, " If men were, not to de- 

• * * 

" clare their opinions in fpigbt of eftab-s 
" liihments either in church or ftate, 
u truth would foon be baniflied the 
" earth * ;" ar*d to this agrees John Mil- 
ton. What is then to be done ? 

Why, fays a moderator, punifh the 
authors of thefe wicked publications; 
for Dr. Johnfon tells^ou, " It is yet al- 
" lowed that every fociety. may punifh, 
" though not prevent, the publication of 

•* Dedication of the EJJay on Spirit. 

" opinions 
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■*"' opinions which that fociety fhall think 
u pernicious. 

We could mentioft very good fort of 
men, and no fools, who would not allow 
this to every fociety. But bt this as it 
may, this allowance does not fatisfy our 
Biographer ;' for, fays he, " This punifh- 
€€ ment, though it may crufli the author, 
€€ promotes the book ; and it feems not 
" more reafonable to leave the right 6£ 
" printing unreftrained, becaufe writers 
" may be afterwards cenfured, thafc it 
u would be to fleep with our doors nn- 
u bolted, becaufe by our laws we can 
" hang a thief.'* The conclufion is} 
hang every man who prints or publishes 
without a licenfe. 

Hardy 
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Hardy muil be the man who can pub- 
fiih this fophiftry with So nwny contra- 
dictory fadis flaring him in the face. And 
diftreffing muil be the dilemma which 
obliges Dr. Johafon to a^n>it either that; 
the minority have propagated no- projects, 
of innovation, diffufed no difcofltents by 
murmuring at government ; or that his 
friends the minivers of fiate hawe not 
been able to ptoteft the fettlement, and 
keep the public peqce. If there can be 
no religion upon the fuppofition that 
every fceptic may teach his follies, I am 
afraid the Dodtor himfelf can have no re* 
Iigion; for fuch fceptics may and do 
teach their fQllies*ev;ery day with all free- 
dom. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps times and fcafons 4 might be 
noted in fome aid almanac when the? 
goodDo&or himfelf ftole fome trifles' 
into the world through the prefs, which 
did not much favour the legal fettlement- 
of the crown, or tend to abate the dif- 
contents of the people. 

Had the minifter of the .day, who 
then flept with his doors unbolted, 
caught the thief with the dark-lanthorn 
in his pocket, and configned him over 
to the conftable, the culprit undoubtedly 
would have availed himfelf of Milton's 
plea, and we Should have heard with a 
vengeance of the wicked enmity of 
power to -the caufe of truth and loyalty. 
But penfions and preferments are won* 
derful enlighteners j and the free circu- 
lation 
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lation of feditibn daring • the laft reign, 
when many an honeft Jacobite propa- 
gated his difcontents without the leaft 
apprehenfion for his ears, is now become 
a pernicious policy, unworthy of the 
wiftlom and dignky of an adminiftration 
under the proteftion of the refpodtable 
Dr. Samuel Johnfbn* 

It is obfervable, that Milton addreffed 
his noble trad, intituled, Areopagitica, 
to an antimonarchical parliament, from 
which he expedted the reformation of all 
the errors and encroachments of the late 
kingly and prelatical government. He 
was $bove the little dirty prejudices or 

! 

pretences that they might be trufted 
with power, only becaufe he approved 
of the men, or depended upon their fa- 

F vour 
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vour to hifrifelf. He had his eye enly 
on the caufe, and when the Presby- 
terians deferted that* he d^ferted them* 
not out of humour, a$ this rancorous 
Biographer would infitiuate * ; but be- 
oaufe they fainted ii* the progrefs of that 
work to the completion of which their 
firft avowed principles wGuld have led 
*!hem« 

Would Dr. Johnfon have chofen to 
have fubmitted his works to the licenfers 
appointed by fuch a parliament? cm* would 
he venture to expostulate with the jpow- 

* • 

* See fome fettfible and mafttrly reflections 
«n the ftibjed in. Dr. Moored View of Society 
and Manners in France, Switzerland, and Ger- 
many* See likewife Gilbert MatbbotVreafons for 
<ie firing to be difmifled from the office of Li- 
cenfer. Toland's Life of Milton, Mr. Hdllis's 
edition, p. 57. 

ers 
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crs in being on any point of literaf y pri- 
vilege, wherein he lhouW think them 
effentially wrong, with that generous and 
honefl freedbm that Milton exhibits in 
this incomparable trad: ? Nd, he fneaks 
away from tire queftion, and leaves it as 
4ic found k»* 

" As fadiian fddom leaves a man ho* 
" neft, ,> fays the Do&or, p. 51, " how- 
ever it might "find him, Milton is fuf- 
pedted of having interpolated the book 
** c called Icon Bafilike, which the council of 
" ftate, to whom he was now made Latin 
*< Secretary, employed him to cenfure, 
** by inferting a prayer, &c" 

The contexture of this featence feems 
to be a little embaraffed : and to leave us 
under foine uncertainty whether MiltQn 

F 2 " inter- 
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€ J interpolated by inferring," or whether: 
he was *' employed to cenfure by infert- 
« ing, &c. 5 ' 

Milton, however, it fcem&, was " fuf- 
" pe&ed of inferring, in the Icon Bafi- 
" like, a prayer taken , from Sidney's 
" Arcadia, and imputing it to the King, 
" whom he charges, in his Iconoclafles, 
" with the ufe of this prayer, as with a 
" heavy crime, in the indecent language 
" with which profperity had embolden- 
" ed the advocates for rebellion to infuk 
" all that is venerable and great/' 

Does the Do&or mean to fay, that 
thefe advocates for rebellion infulted the 
venerable and great Creator of all things, 
or that there was nothing venerable and 
great but King Charles I. and his appur- 
tenances ? 
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tenances? The imputation of blaf- 

• » 

phemy on the one fide or the other ii 

unavoidable. 

After which follows the citation froni 
the Iconoclaftes, where the imputation 
and the grounds of it are fairly and openfy 
told. Now for the proof of the interpel- 
lation. 

" The papers which the King gave to 
Dr.Juxon, anthefcaffold, the regicides 
took away, fo that they were at leaft 
u the publifhers of this prayer/' 

Let us parallel this with an inferene'e 
from another fe'rap of Rngftlh'mftory. 

" The miniftry took away Mr. Wilkes's 
" papers, among which was faic{ to be 
" the Eflay on Woman ; fo that the mi- 
" nifters were at leafl the publifhers ef 

F 3 " that 
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that Effay ; and> confidering the num» 
" bers of poets they have always at their 
" beck, why may they not be fufpefted 
" as the forgers of it ?" 

So reafoned Mr, Wilkes's friends i». 
the year 1 763* Dr. Johnfon knows what 
ihe minifterial writers replied; and let 
that fuffice for an anfwer to this prefump- 
tive proof of Milton's difticwaefty- But, 
Dr t Birch, wha examined the qne£- 

tion with, great care, was inclined to 
" think them [the Regicides]* the forg- 



et 



" ers" 



Dr. Birches examination* careful as 
the Doftor reprefents it, was blameably 
partial in not giving Toland's confuta- 
tion qf Dr. Giirs tale its full ftrength ; 
and indeed the examination feems to have 

been 
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beso amfarisfafitory to $ir$h l^imfelf^by 
its. being left out of his Life pf }di\tQny 
prefixed ta the quarto edition of MUtojT* 
profe- works. 

Lauder however aiEr-ms, that, "iaDr* 
fc !pirqh r 5opiuiou t Milton was not gu;}ty 
" of tfye crims charged upon him; Mit» 
f ' ton and Bradlhaw too, in the Doctor's 
* f opinion, being perfons of more honour 
** than to be guilty of putting fo vile a 
f € triekupon the King f»' 

Lauder perhaps had this declaration 
from Dr. Birch's own mouth'; it is. con- 
firmed'howeverby the following reflec- 
tion, in the quarto . edition of 'Milton's. 
♦Life by Birch,- p.- x&liii.; 

* Lauder's ' Vindication, p. 37. ■ 

F 4 "It 
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" It is highly improbable that MiTtoir 
" and Bradfhaw ihould make Hills • their 
€€ confident unneceflarily in fuch an affair ; 
*' and laugh in his prefenceat their im-i 

pofing fuch a cheat upon the world ; 

or that he ihould conceal it during the 

" life of the former, who furvived the 

• 

* It is objected,, te the teftimony of Hills^ 
that he turnecF papift in the reign of James II. 
and we find him characterized, by DwRton, JP&- 
pijh Hills Jtationer to J 'antes II. He made an 
atonement, however, after the Revjoiationy fi$r 
printing feveral fingle fermons of the moft cmU 
nent preachers of that time, many of themagainft 
Popery, on vile paper and printf, for j enc« * 
piece, to the great comfort and convenience of 
t minute divines in country churehes. Dr. Tay-. 
lor late Chancellor of Lincoln, in. the poetical 
part of H19 mufic-fpeech, delivered at tlie public 
commencement at Cambridge, in 1 730*. has the 
following couplet : 

Then moulds his fcanty Lntin and Je$ Greek, 
And Harry Hills his parifh once a week. 

" Refto- 
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u Reftoratkm fo many years. So that 
fuch a teftimony from fuefr a perfori 
is not to be admitted againft a man 
who, as his learned and ingenious edi- 
tor [Bp. Newton] obferves, had a fouf 
above being guilty of fo mean an 

" a&ion." " . 

But let us examine this tale on another 

fide : : ■ 

Wagfiaffe * affirms, on the authority 

of the writer of Clamor Regii Sanguinis ? 

* We are uncertain what became of Mr. Wag<- 
ftaflfe, who' publHh'ed the Vindication of King 
Charles the Martyr, &c. the third edition of 
vhich appeared in 17 rr. We* have been inform- 
ed, that he attached himfetf to the old preten- 
der, in quality of chaplain to : his proteflant notr- 
juring adherents. We ftippofe it was his fon who 
officiated in that capacity at the-Santv Apoftoll, 
and died at Rome about 1774 or 1775. Th4s 

latter 
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Sec: that " the Regicides -kfyj^diatcry 
" feized Pr. Juxon, it^prifepgd hinv 
" and examined. h$ra wit|{ gU poffible 

Tatter had fo warm a zeal for orthodoxy, and. 
againft fchifmatics, that he refufed r though much 
intreated, to read the burial-fervice over the 
corpfeof a Daniib gentleman, a pi^tfeibpt, wh<* 
died at Rome about the year 1762 or 63 > and left 
that office to be performed by a worthy clergy- 
man, chaplain- tq an Englifh .nobleman then at 
Rome, from whom we had this account. It is 
cuftomary, when any Englifli Proteftartf cjies at 
Rome, for any of his acquaintance,, though a^ 
fayman, of the 1 fame religion, to read the burial- 
fervice over his eorpfe. When* "Wagftafle himieif 
<iied, he was canTed to the unhallowed ccemetery 
©f heretics, where rt was expected by the Britifh 
attendants that the fervice would be read over 
.the deceafqd by his fellow loyaiiil.Mr. Murray, 
his compatriot, and of the fame church. The 
worthy old gentleman (for worthy" he is known 
to be), for forjve reafon or other, declined the 
.office, faying to the grave-digger, -Cover him ub, 
Cover him \4p* This Mr. Wagilaffe is faid^to 
,have been a man of letters, and to have left be- 
hind him a collection of curious and valuable 
books* - • 

V 

" rigour, 



6* 



r 

i 

C is 3 

rigour, and fearched- him narrowly for 
all papers that he might haye from 
" the King* even to fcrapa and par* 
" eels -V 

All this is-manifeft forgery. Bp. Jukob 
was neither ..feized nor iniprifoned, nor 
fearched for, any. papers ; nor were any 
papers required- of him but one; of 
which we h#ve the following account in 
Fuller's Church Hiftory : 

€C His Majefty being upon the fcaffold* 
"' held in his fyind. a fmallpiecs of par 
" per, fome four inches fquare, contain*- 
** ing heads whereon in his fpejeeh he in- 
" fended to dilate; and a tall foldier,.lopk- 
"• ing over the King's Ihoulders, read it, 
** as the King held it in his. hand.— His 

* Birch, folio, p-. Ixxxiu 

" fpeech 
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" fpeech ended, he gave that" fmall pa- 
" per to the Bp.of London. After his 
xi death, the officers demanded the paper 

€€ of the Bilhop, who, becaufe of the 

_ » 

€€ depth of his pocket,* finallnefs of the 
" paper, and the mixture of others 
u therewith,' could not fo foon produce 
" it as was required. At laft he brought 
4i it forth ; but therewith the others were 
u unfatisfied [jealoufy is quickof growth }, 
" as not the fame which his Majefty de- 
" livered unto him. When prefently 
u the foldier y whofe ruden'efs* [the bad 
caufe of a good effect] " had formerly 
" over-infpedted it in the King's hand, 
" attefted this the very fame paper, and 
u prevented farther fufpicions, which 

" might 
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" might have terminated to the Bifhop's 
" trouble *." . 

The Bifhop then was no farther trou- 
bled than by the officer's demanding this, 
fingle paper. All the reft he carried off 
in the depth of his pocket. If any thing 
more troublefome had happened to the 
Bifhop upon the occafion, Fuller would 
certainly have known it, and would a t s 
certainly have recorded it ; for he takes 
him up again in his Worthies of Eng* 
land. 

Other accounts fay, that the Bifhop 
afterwards retiree! to his own manor of 
Little Compton in Glocefterfhire, where 

m 

he fometimes rode a hunting for his 

* Fuller's Church Hiftoiy, p. penult, 

health ; 
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'health; a certain fign'that he had no 
great moleftation from the ruling party *• 

Milton fays, the Ring " bequeathed 
• Ai this prayer among his deifying friends 
cc to be publifhed by them." And pub- 
lifhed it actually was, twice if not thrice* 
before Milton's Iconoclaftes appeared^ 
which, according to Wagftaffe, was not 
till November 7, 1649. ^ e P ro P er in- 
ference from which premifes, compared 
with -Fuller s circumflantial and candid 
account, is, that all thefe prayers remain- 
ed with Dr. Juxon till his communica- 
tion of them to the King's friends occa- 
fioned their being publifhed. 

The author of Glamor Regii Sangui- 
nis, &c. as Englifhed by /Wagftaffe, 

I 1 ' *.Wood, Athen. Ox. vol. II. p. 1145. 

3 % s > 
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fays, "The Biftop being brought be- 
" fore the King's judges, was command* 
" ed by them, not without dreadful me- 
" naces* to reveal the meaning of the 
" word Remember y repeated to him twice 
" by the King upon the fciffold." 

To this latter charge Milton replies, 
" I will not deny that the Bifhop might 
" be interrogated by one or other of 
" thefe judges, by the way, concerning 
" this matter ; but I do not find that he 
" was convened on purpofe by the coun- 
" cil, or the high court of juftice, as if 
41 they all of them troubled themfelyei 
<; about it, or were folicitpus to know 
« it *.» 

* Dcfenfio Secunda, p, 391, ed, 1753, Quarto, 

From 
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- From Milton's (Hence it might per* i: 
haps be fufpe&ed, that the Biihop was' ^ 
under fome fort of confinement, were it * c 
not that on the 7th of February we find * t 
him at full liberty, attending the King's 1 
funeral at Windfor, and (landing ready ! 
with a Common-prayer-book to read the 
burial-office over the royal corpfe *• 

But what is beyond a thoufand fur- 
mifes, accumulated by Wagftaffe and 
others, to prove Milton's firft publifhing 
this prayer as feledted by King Charles, 
for his own ufe, is the dead filence of 
Bp. Juxon from this period to the time 
©f his death. If his timidity during the' 
Interregnum prevailed with him to con- 
ceal the forgery, his fears muft be at 

* Biographia Britannica, Juxon, Rem, [C.J 

an 
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, ~ an end at the Reftoration. ' The prayer 

, had been publifhed as King Charles's 

i over and over during that interval ; Mil- 

i tori's reproach was equally and repeatedly 

made public. Yet this worthy Bifhop 

fuffers {his prayer to be publifhed in a 

collection of King Charles's works in the 

year 1662, without giving the leatt hint 

of the forgery, imputed afterwards to 

Milton and Bradihaw. 

Let Dr. Johnfon then make what he 
can of the adaptation tiff this prayer to the 
cafe of King 'Charles ; but let not his 
fplenetic prejudice againft Milton aflb- 
ciate'him with fach a driveling crew, 

> 

fuch a despicable groupe of knights of 
the poft, as would perfuade the world 
that Milton wanted the aid, of fuch piti- 
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ful forgeries as they themfelves occa- 
sionally pra&ifed to fupport the noblefl 
of all employments, the defence of pub- 
lic liberty againft tyrants and oppref- 
fors. 

The Do&or's account of Milton's dis- 
pute with Salmafius we ihafl pafs by, 
and leave his criticifms on forne Latin 

9 

cxpr^fiions on either fide to thofe who 
have not forgotten a trade^ which, in 
fome degree or other, is, or fliould be, 
original to every -good writer, namely, 
the trade of a Grammarian* No man has 
exercifed this trade with more emolu* 
ment than Dr. Johnfon, would he allow 

f 

us to fay, that in his political pamphlets 
" the rights of nations and kings fink 
" into a -laborious folicitude for the 

" choice 
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f choice of iVord* and modes of erpref- 

* Milton's aafwcr ta Salmatius was much 
read, and k is no difparagement to his 
arguments that they appeared bad to a 
mian of Hobbes** principles, or paradox- 
ical in Dr. Johnfoivs ideas **'• 

But, however, the DoSor thought 
himfelf obliged to 'account for this de- 
pravity, of tafte in the.riumerous readers 
-of Milton's d<$fefcfe, which Jie does in 
-this way: 

" -Paradox,** fays-eurBiqgrjy*her, "re- 
€C commended by fpirit and elegance, 
* c eafily gains attention.; and he who told 
" every man that he was equal to his 
** King, could hardly want an au- 
dience V 

** Life, p. 56* 

G 2 The 



The paradox then is that every man 
is equal to his King. But where has Mit- 
, ton told this ? pr is it to iDr. Johnfon's 
mi&pprehenfion of Milton's ftate of the 
cafe, .or to his propenfity to calumniate, 
that we owe this falfe and rancorous in- 
finuation ? 

That every man is not equal, but fu- 

.perior, to his Tyrant, is a proposition 

which has been demohftrated over and 

•over, before Milton was .born,; and if 

Milton efpoufed it, and made it better 

.understood by a notorious example, he 

ferved ;his generation in a molt material 

article of their focial happinefs. The 

.next generation. had the fpirit and good' 

Jenfe to profit by his dodtrine; and by 

virtue of it drove. their Tyrant into an 

ignominious exile* 

IMilton's 
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Milton's attachment to Crorfiwell has ; 

"been imputed to him as a blot in his cha- 

rafter long before.it was taken up 'by Dr. 

Jbhnfon; who, .to give him his due, has s 

» 
made the moft of it in a fmall compafs. 

"•'Milton," fays he, "having tafted the 
honey of public employment; -would 
'not return-to-hunger and philofophy ; 
but, continuing to exercife his office 
" und&r a manifeft ufurpation, betrayed 
« to his power that liberty which he had 
"defended."' 

It is hardly neceflary to apprize a rea- 
der of Milton's profe- works that his ideas . 
of' ufurpation and public liberty were very 
different from thofe of Dr. Johnfon. In * 
the Doctor's fyftem of government pub- 
He liberty is the free grace of axiJteredi-- 

Gi tary/ 
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tarj monarch, and limited in kind and' 
degree, by his gracious will and plea-* 
fure ; and confequently to GontrouL j^is. 
arbitrary adfcs by the interpolation of good 
and whokfomelavvs v^z.manifcft. 'vfurpa* 
tion upon his prerogative: Milton al- 
lotted, to the people a considerable and- 
important fliare in political government^ 
founded upon original imputations, for 
the rights and privileges of free fubje&s,. 
and called the monarch.* who* ihouid in*- 
fringe or encroach upon.thefe,, howeveir 
qualified by lineal fucoeffion, a tyrant 
and an. ufurper, and freely cotnfigned; 
him to the vengeance of an injured peo* 
pie* Upon Johnfon's plan* there sai^ 
be no fuch thing as public liberty.. Upon, 
Miltoa's, whene the laws are duly exs- 

cuted > 
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cute<J > and tk pefipie prote&ed in th6 
peaceable and leg&t enjoyixteiit of their 
lives,/ prdperttes> and municipal rights: 
and privileges* there can -be tto fuch 
thing as ufurpation y in whofe hands foever' 
the executive power ftiould be lodged* 
From this de&r«\fc! Milton never fwerved ; 
and- in that : ndbie apoft raphe to C*om- 
well; in his. Second Defenfe of the peo^ 

r 

pie of Engtefid, he fpares not tb remind 
him, \Vhat • a wretch and a- villain he 

would be; fliould he invade thofe iiber* 

■ • 
ties which hfe vaU*ur and magnanimity 

had' reftoredi ' If, after this, Milton'* 

employers ^deViated from his idea of their 

dtoty,* be it remembered* that he xvajft 

neither in : thelr fecrets, ndr an inftru*. 

suent in their arbitrary aits or encroach^ 

.* G 4 ments 
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mention the legal rights of the fubjefS:£; 
many (perhaps the moft) of which were* 
to be jfcftified by the neceffity; of thai 
times, and the. malignant attempts o£ : 
thofe who laboured to reftore that wicked.* 
xace of defpotic. rulers, . the individuals of- 
which had uniformly profeffied an utteu 
enmity to die claims of a free- people, and 
had aSed. accordingly, in perfect con T 
fotmity to Dr. Johnfonfs political creed. 
On another, hand,, be, it ofrferved, thati 
in thofe Stgte-letters* latinised. by Mil? 
ton r which remain, and . in thofe partis 
cularly written in the ifamei of the Prof 
tedtor Oliver, the ftri&eft attention is 
paid to . the dignity and importance of 
the Britifii nation, to the protc&ion of 
trade, and the Protefiant religion, by fpi- 

rited 
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nted^expoftulations . with foreign*: powers 
cm any infraction of former treaties, in a^ 
ftyle. of ilfeady. determination, of which; 
there have been few examples ia fubfe- 
quent times- A > certain fign . in -what, 
efteem the Britiih governments was: held 
at that period by, all the other powers of 
Europe. . And as this was the only, pro- 
vince in which Miltou a£ted under that 
government whieh Dr. Johrifctt , calls an 
ufurpation, let his/fervices bexoinpared 
rath; thofet performed .by* Dr. Johnfon for 
bis prefent patrons;.. and, let the confti-r 
tational fubjedr* of the Britiih empire, 
judge which of them better, deferves 
the appellation of a traitor to public 
liberty, o»Jiave more* righteoufly earned 
the honey of a penfiorr; . 

3 The 
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The TZdX.vJurptr it tbi wicked ruier. 
over, a poor ftDple* by whatever means the- 
power falls into, his hatods.< And when* 
ever it happens that the imperium ad tip* 
timum quem^ue a minus bono tmmsfertur r 
the fubjeft is or flioukl be too niuch i*w 
terefted in the £a£b ttt cocifider any cha-> 
rafter of the rejected rulei ' but his vi- 
cious ambition, the violence and injuftiee 
of his coiiofels > and the flagitious a&s \y$ 
which they \Vere= executed* : 
: Thefe petulant refte&ioas of the Doc- 
tor on Milton, migte,; many of them* 
eafily be anfwfered by recrimination ; mm 
have- often wondered* in running oVet 
this new narrative », that the confciouf* 
nefs of the friftorian's heart did not dif* 
able his hand for recording feveral thing* 

to 
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t& the reproach, of MUtyjn,. which re- 
bound witji double force oa his owfi ho* 
torious condudt. Has bCyd-ways believed 
that the government of the Houfe of 
Hanover was lefs an ufurparion than that 
of Oliver Cromwell ? Having'tafted the 
honey ofp penfion for writing mifciftfcriaJt 
pamphlets, would he f5eel no regret ift 
Betunrt9g once more to r kunger and phi- 
tofophyA. . .< ; 7 ,.;.: - . 

. TheUb^r perhaps wi]l tell uSj that 
he is in qfc .danger of ftarving, £f$% 
though his pen$on ihoijld ^e.fufpended 
to*morratfr* Be k fq ;- and;by what kind 
of proof tf ill he fhew that Milton had no 
means pf earning his bread but his poli- 
tical employment ?. % 

Milton- 
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Milton however made the experiment" 
which happily Dn Johnfon has not ; and 7 
that too after the Reftoration ; and re- : 
lifted ther temptations of court-favour* 
and the felicitations of his- wife to accept 
of it> with a magnanimity which would 
clo him honour with- any man but the au- 
thor of the new narrative. - 
- Milton's reafon- for rejecting this offer 
was, that " his wifh was to live and dm 
" an honefl man.** Bat, fays the Doc- 
ft>r£ " If he conftdered the Eatin Secret 
i% tary as exereifing any of the powers of 
" government j he that had lhared au* 
"thority, either with the parliament or 
fC Cromwell^ might have fcJrborn to talk 
" very loudly of his honefty/' p. 91 •• 

The. 
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The-venom of this remark happens to 

*be too weak to do any mifchief. Gafuifts 
of all fe&s and complexions have done 
juftice to the honefty of men who adher- 
ed to their principles and perfuafions, 
though they might judge wrong in the 
choice of thenu 

He. goes on, " And if he thought the 
" office minifterial only, he certainly 
might have honefily retained it under 
the Kingi" Not quite fo certainly* 
But Milton ? s and Dr. Johnfon's notions 
of honefty are.fo.widely different, that we 

* cannot admit the -Do<ftor to eftimate 

i 

Milton's honefty by his rown fcale. la 
the end, however, he queftions the fa£t. 
u But this tale has too little evidence 
Ui to deferve a difquifition : large offeGs 

" and 
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t* and fturdy rejections are among the 
'*' molt common topioks of tfaHehood♦ ,, 
That is, ' in plain unaflfefted Englifl^ 
*' No man could ever rejedt a large of- 
*< fer y though on conditions ever fo re- 
" pugnant to his jprofeffed ? principles. M 
But the Do&or is but an individual, and 
his experience from hrs own particular 
cafe will not he admitted as the iftandard 
^of other men's integrity;, and. yet this is 
the only reafon. he gives for rejecting this 
anecdote, la honourable to Milton. 

Milton ? s attachment to Cromwell wa§ 
evidently founded on different considera- 
tions. The narrowtiefs of the Presby- 
?terians in their notions of Liberty, and 
particularly of religious liberty, had ap- 
peared upon many occafions* He more 

:thaa 
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than hints, ia hisAreopagitic^, tlwir in- 
clination to govern by the epifcopal and, 
oppreffive maxims of the Stuart race* 
He faw and abhorred their attempts to 
Shackle the faith of Proteftants and 
Chriftians in the bonds of fyftems, con- 
feffions, tefts, and fubfcriptions. 

Cromwell's plan was of a more gene- 
rous complexion^ and Milton's Sonnet *, 

* To O. Cromwell.- 

Cromwell, our Chief of Men, that through a 
Not of war only, but diitra&ions rude, [crowd, 
(Guided by Faith and nuatchlefs Fortitude) 
To Peace and Truth thy glorious way haft plow'd, 
-And fought God's battles, and hh works purfu'd> 
'While Darwent ftreams with blood o.f Scots im- 
AndDunbar field refound thypraifes loud, [bru'd, 
And Worcefter's laureat wreath. Yet much re- 
To conquer ft ill: Peace has her vi&ories Tmains 
No lefs than thofe of War. New foes arife, 
Threatening to bind our Souls in fecular chains : 
Jfclp us to lave free confcience from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel is their maw. 

addrefled 
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addrefled to him, was evidently a com- 
pliment founded on the expectation that 
he would lay the ground- work of a free 
toleration in matters of religion, without 
which he faw (what Dr. Johnfon never 
will fee) that civil' liberty can never be 
eftablifhed upon its proper 'bafis* Mil- 
ton's -adherence to Cromwell, therefor?, 
was founded on the mdft liberal views ; 
and while there was a profpedt of realiz- 
ing the idea, was certainly irreprehen- 
fible. 

Dr. Johnfon however, m fpite of every 
jprefumption to the contrary, will have 
Milton's agency in political matters to 
iliave been confidered as of great impor- 
tance. 



-c< 
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'* When a treaty/' fays the Do&or, 

4 < with Sweden was artfully fufpended, 
the delay was publicly imputed to Mr. 
Milton's indifpofition; and the Swedifli 
agent was provoked to exprefs his 
** Wonder, that only one man in Eng- 
" land could write Latin, and" that man 
« blind * » 

But Whitelock, who was a principal 
hand in negotiating this treaty, inftcad 
of pleading Milton's indifpofition for the 
■ delay, only fays, " the employment of 
" Mr. Milton" [to trarrflate the treaty] 
* € was excufed to him" [the Swedifh am- 
baffadctt] *' becaufc feveraLother fervants 
* of the council, fit for that ' employ- 
• " merit, v?&4 thfcn abfent." Here then 

*i Milton's Life, p. 68. 

H .the 
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the narrative is abfolutely new, both with 
refpe(3: to the importance of Milton's 
agency, and the reafon given of the de- 
lay. 

It is remarkable, that, in depreciating 
fuch of Milton's writings as thwart Dr. 
Johnfon's political notions, the cenfure 
is always accompanied with fome evil 
imputation upon the writer's head or his 
heart. He obferves of his ferious trafts 
in general, that Hell grows darker at his 
frown; borrowing, to make his abufe 
more tafty, an exprefSon from Milton 
himfelf. In his treatifes of civil power in 
lecclejiajlical cafes, and of the means of re- 
moving hirelings out of the church, " He 
u gratified his malevolence to the cler- 
u gy-" In writing his pamphlet called, 
I A ready 
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jt ready and eafy way to ejlablijh a free 
dotnmonwealth," He wasfanta/lical enough 

to think, that the nation, agitated as 
" it was, might be fettled by it ;" and 
his notes upon a fermon of Dr. Griffiths, 
u were fooliih, and the effect of ticking 
" when he could not Jirike" 

If controverfial fame were thus to be 
purchafed, Dr. Johufon might be efteem- 
ed the firft of writers in that province, 
for no man ever expreffed his abufe in a 
more inimitable ftyJc of abufc. And 
though he may fometimes create fufpi- 
cions that he has either never read, or 
does not understand the writings he fo 
, peremptorily cenfures; yet the /vehicle 
is pleafing, and the reputation he has 
gained by his labours of more general 

H 2 utility 






utility precludes all examination, 'and" he 
expe&s his fcandalous chronicle fhould 
be licenfed and received upon his own 
bare word* 

" For Milton to complain of evil 
« tongues/' fays the Dodtor, €€ required 

impudence at leaft equal to his other 

powers; Milton, whofe warmeft ad- 
" vocates muft allow, that he never 
■" fpared any afperity of reproach, or bru- 
€€ tality of infolence." 

Milton wrote in a public conteft for 
public liberty : and he generally in that 
conteft was upon the defenfive. The af- 
perity of his reproaches feldom exceeded 
the afperity of the wickednefs upon 
which thofe reproaches were beftowed. 

Brutality 







Brutality is a word of an ill found, 
and required fome inftances to juftify. the 
imputation of it. When thefe are riven, 
we will readily join iffue in the trial, 
whether Milton or his adverfaries were 

» 

t 

the more brutal or more infolent. They 
who would reduce mankind to a brutal 
flavery, under the defpotifm of a lawlefs 
tyrant, forfeit all claim to the rationality 
of human beings ; and no tongue can be 
called evil for giving them their proper 
appellation. 

Neither Dr. Johnfon nor we can pre- 
tend, at this diftance of time, to aflign 
the precife caufes of Milton's complaint. 
Evil tongues are common . in all times ; 
.our hiftories inform us, that the times of 
Charles II. were not good* Milton per- 
il 3 haps 
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haps is not unhappy in being out of the 
reach of the prefent times ; but whether 
he is, even in the prefent times, out of 
the reach of evil tongues, let the readers 
of the new narrative candidly judge. 
Impudence is an attribute with which 

m 

our Biographer hath qualified MiTton 
more than once ; and it feems to have 
fhocked the modejly of Dr. Johnfpn that a 
blemiih of that kind fliould deform the 

9 

character of his hero. 

Parcius i/ia, good Dodtor \ Novimus 
et qui te— But Churchill and Kenrickare 
no more, and the Dodtor may eafily an- 
nihilate their authority by writing new 
narratives of what they were. 

There is however, it feems, one of 
Milton's profe-trafts, in which the Doc- 

tor 
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tor finds no impudence ; it is his treatife of 
True Religion, berefy, fchifm, toleration, 
and the btfi means to prevent the growth of 
papery. 

" This little trad," fays he, " is mo- 
€C deftly written, with refpe&ful mention 
" of the Church of England and the 
" thirty-nine articles." 

True, fo far as the Church of Eng- 
land declares againft Popery. But, un- 
happily for this refpeft, Milton brings 
thefe declarations in reproof of the 
church's practice; and mod ably con- 
futes the pretence of the Church of Eng- 
land, *' that flie only enjoins things in- 
" different." And even this he calls per- 
fection. 

H 4 « If 
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" If it be afked," fays Milton, « how- 

* » 

" far it fliould be tolerated } I anfwer* 
" doubtlefs equally, as being all Protetv 
" tants ; that is, on all occafions to give 
account of their faith, either by. ar- 
guing, preaching in (heir feveral af<* 
4€ femblies, public writing, and the free-* 
" dom of printing." 

If fuch toleration lhould have its free 
courfe, unreftrained by canons, fubferip* 
tions, and uniformity-ads, unallured by 
temporal emoluments, and unterrified 
by temporal cenfures, there muft of 
courfe be an end of the civil Eftablilh- 
ment of the Church of England ; which 
is here as effectually condemned, as it is 
in thofe former tradts of the author's in 
which he is fo fevere on prelatical ufur- 

pat ions. 
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pations. The only difference is, that there,, 
in the Doctor's account, he is impudent,, 

and here he is modeft. 

. . . * 

" Fortune," (ays the Do&or, " ap- 
" pears not to have had much of Milton's 
u care *." How 16 this chara&er fup- 
ported by the inftances that follow con- 
fiftently with the account above given, 
that Milton, " having tailed the honey of 
u public employment, would not return 
" to hunger and philofophy ?'* 

" There is yet no reafon to believe 
" that he was ever reduced to indi* 

■ 

" gence t ; n and we will add, " nor to 
" the profpe£t of it ;" for what the 
Do&or fays, that he was " given up tcr 

* Milton's Life, p. 137. 
t Ibid, p, 136. 

" poverty 
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<c poverty and hopelefs indignation; 
lipon his foliciting the repayment of his 
loan to the parliament in vain, only ferves 
tor {hew how dextroufly the Do&or can 
fill up the chafms of authentic hiftory 
by the fertility of his imagination. And 
that " his wants being few, were com- 
" petently ^applied," is an argument 
that he could as eafily return to his phi- 
lofophy as part with his affluence. 

From this character of Milton the 
Dodtor would fhrink if he could, and 
put down the merit of it among the to- 
pics of falfehood; but his draw-backs 
upon it only end in furmifes palpably 
inconfiftent with' that unabated conftan- 
cy of mind in Milton, which even the 
new narrative could not ; difguife; an 

obfer- 



r 



C I0 7 Y 

obfervation which belongs to more ar- 
ticles of this remarkable compofition 
than this before us. - 

The Doctor's next debate with him- 
felf is concerning Milton's religion. The 
appearances in this part of Milton's hif- 
tory puzzled Mr. Peck before him, who,' 
after decently drawing the faw ta and 
again, fixes Milton in Quakerifm. 

Dr. Johnfon feems to think he was of 
no church, merely, as k fhould feem, 
becaufe he was neither of the Church 
of Rome, nor of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

If not, to what purpofe is the follow- 
ing refle&ion ? 

" To be of no church is dangerous. 
u Religion, of which the rewards are 

" diftant, 
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€€ diftant, and, which is animated only 
Cf by faith and hope, will glide by de-, 
€€ grees out of the mind, unlefs it be in*, 
" vigorated and Tjeimpreffed by external 
€S ordinances, by Aatcd calls to worfhip^ 
€€ and the faiutary . influence of exam-, 
"pie*." 

The mere cant of every popifli fprma- 
lift, who fets himfelf to Ihew that images 
are the books of the ignorant ; and that 
without them the common people can 
have no religion* 

We caiinot admit even Dr. Jphnfon's 
experience to decide this matter for us ; 
who indeed hath immediately destroyed 
his own hypothefis, by acknowledging 
that Milton, who aflbciated with no.par- 

* Life, p. 140* 

ticular 
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ticiilar dhurch, " appears to have had 
" full convi&ion of the truth of ChriftU 
" anity ; to have regarded the holy fcrip- 
H tures with the profoundeft veneration ; 
u to have been untainted with any here* 
" tical peculiarity of opinion ; and to 
f have lived in a confirmed belief of the 
u immediate and occafional agency of 
u Providence." 

i€ And yet, he grew old without any 
" vifibli worfhip." Does it follow from 
hence, that Milton grew old without any 
worfliip at all } 

Yes, truly, fuck ii the conclufion. 
€C hi the diftribution of his hours there 

was no hour of prayer, either folitary 

or with his houfehold ; omitting pub- 

"lie 
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* lie prayer, he omitted all.", And then 
he procedes to account for it. 

But thefe particulars, whererver the 
Doctor got them, muft have come from 
perfons who had no'moreihoniefl: -biifinefs 
in John Milton's clofet than Dr. Jdhrifon 
himfelf, who never came there, nor <5an 
poflibiy know what was done, or what 
was omitted in it. If " his ftudies and 
" meditations' were an habitual prayer, " 
;what oocafioh had he for a dated hour, 
which, being a circumftance in the vifiUe 
worihip of a private man, may as foon 
be a token of pharifaieal . ofteu&tion or 
popifh fuperftition as of cordial piety ! 

Nor perhaps would Milton have ac- 
cepted of Dr. Johnfon's apology for his 
omiffibn of family worihip, or have ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged it to' be. a fa#l&/ ,Miltan 
perhaps might think it fufficient to teach 
his family to pray for thepifelx^s } : every 
one as be or Jhe Jhould kqow the plague of 
his or her own heart. Miltoxi had doubt- 
Ipis known, by experience, how incon- 
gruous it was to truft his own prayers to 
the 'mouth of another man: and he 
might think it equally improper in him 
to dictate to the individuals of his- family 
prayers unsuitable, for aught he could 
know without auricular confeflion. to 
their feveral cafes. 

All this however is mere fpeculation 
■on one fide and the other. We learn 
from a tale of Richardfon's, . that one of 
his family at leaft attended public wor- 
ship; 
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Blip ; and more of them might, for any 
thing the Doftor knows to the contrary* 

The Dodor next attacks Milton's po- 
litical character. 

€€ His political notions were thofe of 
* € an acrimonious and furly republican." 

When an honed man has occafion to 
chara&erife his enemy, particularly in 
matters of opinion, he ihould keep a 
ftridt watch over himfelf, that his pre- 
judices do not tranfport him to imputa- 
tions which are either falfe*, or may -be 
retorted upon himfelf. 

The world would have given Drjohn- 
fon credit for his inveterate hatred r of 
republican notions, without his quali- 
fying them with the epithets of wrim- 
nious and furly, as exhibited by Milton, 

whofe 
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whofe defenders might, with equal juf- 
tice at lead, call him an acrimonious and 
furly Royalift. 
- .But was Dr. Johnfon's quarrel with 
Milton's notions merely that they were 
republican, that is to fay, notions advcrfe 
to kingly government? Hath he always 
revered kings as fuch, kings defaftc, or 
,kings only fo and fo qualified ? 
- • Weconfefs ourfelves to be of that clafs 
of men who are willing to receive in- 
ftru&ion from all quarters; and the. 
news-paper of the day being juft brought 
in, we learn, from an extract in it from 
Dr. Johnfon's Life of Smithy that Gilbert 
Walmfley was a Whig with ail the Vifur 
fence and malevolence of his patty, and 

I that 
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that the Dodtor was of different notions 
and opinions *. 

But we are well informed, that Mr* 
Walmfley was no republican, but tftrong- 
ly attached in principle to. the fucceffioa 
of the Houfe of Hanover. If for this* 
attachment he was, in Dr. Johnfon's 
-efteem, a virulent and malevolent Whig, 
we fhould be glad to know ^bat precife- 
ly afethofe notions and opinions wherein 
he differed from his friend Walmflsy $ 
Perhaps at the bottom the grudge is n<* 
more than that neither Milton nor Walm*. 
fley would allow Du Johnfon to chufe^, 
King for .them* . . ^ 

u It is not known" fays the Do&or, 
that Milton gave any better fCftfooj 

* St. James's ChronicLe, July 31, 1779. 

« [for 
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«* ££or his republican notion*] than that a 
*f popular government was the mq/i frugal j 
"for that the trappings of a monarchy, 
** would fet vp an ordinary Common* 
*< wealth *." 

■ In the TLtxw IWA/xir King Charles 
feys, ox is made to fay, " that Kings 
& axe the greateft patrons of law, juftice, 
■" order, and religion, on earth." 
. To this Milton replica, "What par 
" irons they be 'God in fcripture oft 
** enough hath expreft ; aiid the earth 
-* itfetf hath too lpng gfomtd v*n$ter the 
** burden *£ thfeir injufti.ee, difor4er, anjd 
-^kreligioft^ - , 

A plain maw would ihink. thb A beater 
^Jreftfon, if ttucy ipf 3 republican .govepn- 



f Iconoclafles, chap, xxviii 
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ment, than merdythe expence of mo* 

narchy. But let the Biographer havehis 

way. 

,4€ It is furdy^a^very narrow^poKcy.that 

u fuppofes money to be the chief good/* 

But it is as&rely afferted'by usj'thatno 

rnodeft man ca& find any fuch pofition in 

all Milton's works* Xhe.political maxim, 

that money is not the chiefeft good, 

-would (fend with a much fairer face in 

She trad: intituled, " Taxation /no Ty- 

*< ranny," in order to prevail wkh the 

people to bleed freely, and fubmfcahear-- 

fully to the pecuniary demands of t the 

miniftry,; for that the expence of a .court 

is ■** for the tnoft part only a particular 

"kindof'traffick, by which money -is 

" circulated without any national impo- 

« verifhment/' 

Tritical 
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. Tritical aphorifms ihould be imiver^ 

fally and unequivocally true,, unlimited 
by fuch infertions, as, for the mojl> ptrt. 
The expense of a court is* an expreffion 
relative to< a thoufend articles beyond 
what Miltoa called the trappings of mo- 
narchy.^ Admit t&afc a traffic, not deeri* 
mentai. to the. nation, might be oatried 
on with thofe whd furnifh the* articles 
comprehended in what it called the civil 
lift, yet are thofe. articles all the traffic 
♦whick comes within the defcription of the 
" expense of a> eouct ?-" , Have we not 
heard, fame centuries agoy of trafficking 
-with comtriponey and court-honey,, for 
courtly yotes, and courtly eflays,. to 
countenance and abet courtly encroach- 
ments;, wherein, a reciprocation of profft 

; I S is 
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is ftiptdatedf upon the evangelical terms 
®£ Give, and it Jh all be given unto yau? 

In the common eftimatiott of the world 
individuals : are impoverished: by theitf 
debts ; and it would be fhfcBge if national 
debt Ihouid have no :tendency to national 
poverty \ and it would be itill ftranger, 
if, When the account iofi our own debts 
come to be audited}, no part of them 
ihould appea* to hatfe been contracted by 
the exp&nci of a court* . . 

Dt. Jdhftfon is afraid that Milton's rc- 
publi6&>ifm was'ftsanded* '% in an envious 
'^-hatred of greatne&y^lndja fallen ukfim 
< f of independence £ jn petulance, im- 
'<* patient of contrdal ; smd pride, dtf- 
€€ dainful of fuperiorkyi. He hated mo- 
"narchi in the ftate, and prelates inlhe 

" church ; 
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# * churcfi \ for he hated all whom fie Was 
** required to-obfey- It is to be ftrfpefted, 
#c that his predominant defire was to tie- 
** ftroy, rather than to eftabliflv and 
** that he felt not fo much the love of 
4i liberty,, as repugnance to authority" 

• f • » f » 4 

* Great is the witchcraft of wardfc, and 
It prevailed! * How many tenders ivifi 
fee iriipofed upon by this ramaniy abufe; 
of Mllton r who will never cohffder that 
*ther following rfiaf a&et is attea£4qt&% 

true of his calumniator ! * -•'- - 

""' !; *" It 13 to-be- feared that -^i 1 'loyalty 

* m MS' founded' oil ail idoltaottf- vtifenU 

*'tkm of greatBefs^. 'and aft ib^e&tfotM- 
^nefc for -dependence j iairy^hilfitf^ 

^•'tmpatientrrf^nriger^hd jflWBI8ffly, 

'f'fiftd in' a ik^efcdi&umftrr^f &* fa- 
'"•>'-<•■ J ^ «< crative 



" crativc drudgery. He loved King* 
u in the ftate, becaufe he loved all who 
" paid him for his fervices; andBiihops 
" in the church, from. a confcioufnefs of 
w warning abfolution. It is to be futir 
<f pefted, that his predominant defies 
" was, to deftroy public liberty > rather 
*' than to eftablifh legal authority, and 
" that he felt not fo much anxiety for 
" the real honour of princes, as delight 
" in the fl&vifh humiliation of their fubr 

«JC&3. n 

Of *all_the writers upon political 4W> 
je&s, Milton left the le^tfl: room (or fears 
ix&fttfpiciQns. He is open and explicit 
in aU his reproofs oflawlefs pow^r aad 
oppreffion, civil and.ecclefiaftical., Em&y 
-3f gte?tpp6 and fupsriority in Milto&'s 
• -» r .^, "* h i iituation, 



fituation, would neceflarily have implied 
his conflant endeavour* to attain the 
greatnefs and fuperiority he envied*. His 
addrefies to the Parliament are undema? 
hie teftimonies of his readinefs to fubmit 
to every ordinance of man which was not 
a terror to ^od works - % and, the only dif- 
ference between Milton's fyftem of g9: 
vcfnment and Dr. Johnfon's is,, that the 
former feated the laws above the King,; 
and the latter enthrones the monarch, 
above the laws.. 

Some portions of common fenfe how- 
ever are yet left among us, Witnefs the 
following remark, tranferibed from the 
news-paper above cited* 

% * * 

" With wh^t emphafu do minifters 
" and men in jpower pronounce the words 

' u S£R- 



t in j 
** service and obey I arid h&fr great anci 
** refpe&able 5 do they ' think themfelvefc 
•* when they &y, '-the nW $VkAs*fifc \ 
u They defpife the republicans, who 
* f only arfe fre£, and wlid are certainty 
*' more noble than they.'*""""' 

r • 

In condufion, the good Do&or turns* 
evefdroppet ; afid, to warn the public 
againft the principles' of the mifcreaht 
'Milton, ' condefcerids to inform us of 
what pafled in tlie domeflic privacies of 
his family* " Milton's character, in his 
€t domeftic relations, was fevefre and ar** 
«' bitrary." How does ie know this" 3 ? 
** His family confifted of ^omeii," fre 
tells you, "and ther6 appears, in his 
" books, lomething like a Ttfrkifh con* 
' " terapf or females, as"' fabordinate and 



* c ififeiip; l>eii*gsJ" A itidfl: heinous of- 
fence ! enough to nurflef the whote 
multitude of Engliih Attiafcons againft 
him. Butthequefticm is not concerning 
what is in his books, but what'paffed in 
hi* kitchen and parlour* • We want in- 
fiances ; and here they &tt i *< That his 
*• own daughters might flot break the 
** ranks, he fufiered them to be depref- 
^'ifed by a ifceto and penurious educa- 
* ticm." . 

,The impudence of Belkl would be 
ibafted atTo igrbfe a miffcprefentation. 
iffikon's daughters grew' impatient of 
reading what they did not uhderfiand^ 
this impatiencfe u broke out more and 
' ** more . info expreffioBS of uneafinefs^* 
What had they now to expeft from their 

Turkish 
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Turkifli father ? what ! but ftripes an<* 
imprifonment m a datk chamber, and a 
daily pittance of bread and water. No 
fodh matter.* They were relieved from 
their task, and " fenfc ovjt to learo fome 
" curious and ingenious forts of manu* 
cc fafture that wese pjropfer for women 
" to leam, particularly knbroideries in 
" gold and filver *•?' And how far this 
branch of education was from being 
either mean or penurious in thofe days* 
the remains of thefe curious and inge- 
nious works,, performed by accomplished 
females of the higheft and nobleft ex^ 
tra&ion, teftify to this very day.- 

To account for this tyranny of Milton 
over his females*, the Doctor feys* "He 

* Philips, p.xliiu 

" thought 
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*' 'thought woman made only for ©be* 
"*dience, and man only for rebel- 
lion *." ' 

in the firft member *of this^quaint an- 
tithefis the Doftor perhaps ;did mot guefs 
far amifs at Milton's thought* -He feems 
to have been * of St. .Paul's opinion, that 
€€ women were made for obedience." 
But Paul and Milton had ♦different ideas 
of rebellion from thofe of Dr. Johnfon, 
That Prynne, Burton, and Baftwick, 
were rebels in Dr. Johnfon's fcale, no 
^>ne can doubt. And yet they &ad cer- 
itainly an .equal right te infift upon the 
privileges of Engliflimen againit Dr. 
^Laud and Bis afleflbrs, as Paul had to 
^plead thofe of a Roman citizen againft 

* Life, p. 144. 

the 



*' * 
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the chief captain Ly-fias; and even to 
require that the faid Arcfrbifhop ihould : 
repair to the feveral prifons of thefe fu£* 
ierers to ask their pardon, and to con*- 
du& them in pcrfen and with honour 
out of their confinement ; as was done in 
the cafe of Paul and Silas, by the ma- 
giftrates of Fhilippi; who (however the 
Biographer may ftomach the idea of fndk 
a humiliation of this magnaaimous pre* 
late) feem to feave,undeiftood th^ honout 
$®t to the law* of their country, and 
the right? of free ckizens r ibmethiag 
tetter than , either Abp* Latad or Dr, 
^Johnfoh. 

Bet, afteraH, would Dr^Jobnfbn kaB 
-*w m tke-c^ftv^rfe of the fentimeatihe 
.afcribes to A4iito% ,M ar tenet of his 

, own 
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own orthodoxy:.^ WhAthi* ftmily-con- 

nexions with females may be we ' profefo,- 

riQt to know; bpt we cannot believe 

that he is (o t for in love with petticoat-. 

government, aKo fnbfbribe to the pro- 

pgii&on, that. <*men .ar£ made only for 

".Qbedteufcej :«wi women ojaly for rebel- 

' But h^rs we take our leave of his new 
wmr&tivtt -leaving his ftri&ufes on Mil- 
tanfo poetry to the examination of critics 
&y jte&fciSQtt^ aU of whom, we are per* 
fittded* wili ,aot approve them merely 
becaufe thty!,tC8tne fro® Dr* Johnfoiu 
They will obferve that they are tainted 
timtagbtift/witfejthe dFe&s of an inve- 
terate fattroi tb Milton's politics, with 
udikhj: as athc.Siogr apher of i Poet thft 

author 
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•author of Paradife Loft, the Critic had 
very little to-do. 

His companion of Shakefpeare and 
Milton, in his poetical fcale, is with re- 
fpedt to their capital performances con- 
temptibly childiih. Homer did net, 
perhaps could not, write like Arrftopha- 
nes : what then? does that detraft from 
the merit of Homer in his peculiar walk? 
"♦But Shakefpeare could have wro&e 
u [lege written] <like Milton." Perhaps* 
not. At leaft it is more than Dr. John- 
fon knew, or could prdve, for want of- 
inftances whereon to found his compa- 
nion. 

There is a line indeed in which they' 
may be compared ; they both wotefon- 
nets, end little detached pieces ofpoettju 

Few 
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Few of Milton's fcfcape without Jbmfc 
mark of Dr. Johnfon's fcorn or execra* 
tion. Might not a like-minded critic of 
caviller carp at fome of Shakefpeare's 
performances of this clafs with equal 
juftice and equal malignity ? And where 
does all this end > Why Shakefpeare 
was the abler and mote gentleman-like 
punfter of the two. - * ,.-.-. 

We fliould perhaps be degraded into 
the clafs of fuch cavillers fhould we ex- 
prefs our diflike of Dr. Johnfoi^s ftyle ; 
btit candor itfelf muft allow, that there 
are periods in it which; require to be 
translated into intelligible Englifly even 
where the fentiment is trivial euougb 
for the conception of an honeft.John. 
Trot. 

K For; 
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Tor' example : " fiat tlic reputation 

• • • » 

<€ and price of the copy ftill advanced* 
" till the Revolution put an end to the 

fecrefy of love, and Paradife Lqfl broke 

into open view with 'jiifficieni fecuriiy 

ofiind reception *•" 

Many more iirftances might be given 
from tfhis new narrative, where the 
quaintnefs of the antithefis, as here* 
borders upon the burlefque ; and fae are 

» 

too often put in mind, by Dr. Johnfon's 
ftyle, of what we remember a worthy 
Oxford tutor faid tp his pupils of the 
ltyle of Seed's Sermons : u Boys mill imi- 
*' tite'H; and boys wiU be f polled by imi- 
*" taring it." 

* Life, p. 119. 

' Let 
7 
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Let Dr. Johnfon however enjoy his 

reputation of fine writing, and the praifes 
of his admirers even to adulation, but 
let him and them remember and remark, 
that no fublimity of ftyle, no accuracy; 
of expreffion, can ennoble the lireannefs, 
or atoije for the virulent malignity of 
his political refentment againft Milton^ 
exhibited in this new narrative* 



POSTSCRIPT. 

- A certain foreign antiquary, having 
occafion to defcribe a medal of Milton 
among thofe of other learned men, gives 
the following charafter of the man and 
his writings ; 

K % Jo- 
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"Joannes Milton Anglus Londinenfis, 
ejus nominis patre catholico natus, anno 
1608. ab cujus pietate, ac fide quam 
longiffime receffit, fedtas omnes aeternae 
confequendae falutis aptas putans, excep- 
ta Catholica Romana, ut aperte afferuit 
in impio fuo de vera religione libro ; opti- 
mi's litteris dodtrinaque imbutus, iis abu- 
•fus eft < plerumque deteftabilia fedkiofe- 
que fcribendo, violenterque, atque inur- 
bane prorfus, »quse femel confcripferat 
adverfus meliora fentientes defenfando ; 
abfolutam, nullifque divinis, vel huma* 
nis legibiis circumfcriptam libertatem in 
votis habuifle paffim deprehenditur^ 
malus chriftianus, malus civis, bonus 
tamen poeta fuit, carminibus Angiitis, 
Latinis et Italicis feliciter ufus; ejus 

Poema, 
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Poenra, cui titulum fecit // Paradifo per* 
ditto, quodque Thufco noftro folutd Ver-J 
fix tranftulitRollius > ingenti Eruditorum 
plaufu exceptum eft, proque eo elegans 
numifma cum effigie Miltoni cufit Joan- 
nes Daffierius, habens ab oppofito proco *, 
parentum feduftionem, ac expulfionem, 
cum epigraphe ; 

DIRADVLCE CANIT ALTER HOMERVS. 

Nemo pejus unquam adverfus regiam 
poteftatem majeftatemque calamum a- 
cuit *• 

Dr. Johnfon's motives for charaderif- 
ing Milton in his new narrative feem ta 
have been much of a fort with thofe of 

* Mufeum Mozzuchellianum feu Numifmata 
viroram do&rina praeftantium — a Petro Anto- 
nio de comitibus gaetanis Brmano Prefbytcro 
illuftrata. 1763. ' 

K 3 this 
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this Peter Anthony, with this difference, 
that the abufe beftowed upon the bard 
by the latter feems to have been more a 
matter of neceffity. 

A prieft of the church of Rome would 
certainly confider, that an elogium upon 
Milton's poetical merit, delivered with- 
out a fevere cenfure of his uncatholic 
opinions, might expofe him to fome un- 
toward fufpicions of his own heterodoxy 
among his fuperiors. . 

One would indeed imagine thata-'Pro-» 
f eftant writer of the Life of Milton the 
Poet, could have no fuch temptation to 
deal out inveftives againft his fpeculative 
opinions. And yet we have inftances 
where an inbred zeal for a particular opi- 
nion, would operate with un equal viru- 
lence 
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fence 'upon a proteftant as upon a popiffi 
bigot. For example, . in the article of 
truth , it isjuft as credible, that Sir Chris- 
topher Milton adhered to the party of 
Charles L in obediericte to the laws of his 
country, as that his brother John rfc*- 
volted from the piety and faith of his 
father. 

On another hapd, that Dr. Jtohnfon 
Was 1 as much fcandalized afc .the impiety 
of- Milton's political fentiments, as Far- 
ther Anthony was at his heretical' pravicj 7 , 
cannot be doubted. Perhaps too the 
Dodtor had his fuperiors to pkafe, as 
-well as thepriefl; and they ought td-db 
him the juftice to acknowledge, that he 
'hath done his duty in characterizing 
Mikon,, with a petulance and malignity 

K 4 that. 
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that would not have misbecome the (j*» 
perftitious bigotry of a monk in a cloys-*- 
ter. 

The Do&oiy in fpeculating upon Dry - 
den's perverfion to popery, and (as one 
of the Reviewers of his prefaces exprefles- 
it) " attempting ingenioufly to extenu* 
u ate it,'' concludes that, Enquiries into 
the heart are not for man. 

No* truty, not when Dry den's apoftacy 
is to be extenuated ; but when poor Mil- 
ton's fins are to be ingenioujly aggravated^ 
no Spaniih Inquifitor more iharp-fighted 
to difcern the devil playing his pranks iiv 
the heart of the poor culprit, or more 
ready to conduct him to an auto defe* 

In Dryden's cafe, the prefumption is,, 
<that ( ^ comprehenfive is likewife ai* 

u elevated 
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€c elevated foul, and that whoever is wife,, 
€c is Hkewife honeft*" But if it is natu* 

ral to hope- this,, why not hope it of 

* 

Milton as well as of Dryden ? .Where is 
the competent impartial judge who will ■ 
admit, that Milton's foul was lefs com- 
prehenfive or lefs elevated than the foul 
of Dryden ? 

. But what occafion for all this grimace 
in accounting for Dryden's transition 
from what he did or did not profefs to 
the church of Rome? Dr* Johnfon 
ought to have been fatisfied with Dry- 
den's own account in his tale of the Hind 
and the Panther ; the rather, as he there 
feems to have verified by experience Dr. 

* 

Johnfon's maxim, that u he that is of no 
" church can have no religion." He 

frankly 
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frankfy confefles, that having- no ffead)^ 

« 

principle of religion in' his" youth, or 
even: in his rhaturer years, he finally fet 
up his reft in the church of Rome r and 
indeed; if the effentials of religion coh- 
fiftin the trappings of a church, he could 
not have made a better choice *• 

Dryden was reprehenfible- even to in* 
famy for his own vices, and the licen- 
tious encouragement he gave in his writ- 
ings to thofe of others. But he wrote an 
antirepublican poem called Ahfalom and 
Achitophel; and Dr. Johnfon, a man of 

high pretentions to moral character, calls 

* 

* Bp. Burnet, fpeaking of Dryden's conver- 
Kon,, fays, *•* If his grace and his wit improve 
44 both proportionably, we fhali hardly find that 
44 he hath gained much by the change he has 
•' made* from having no religion to chufconetrf 
44 theworft."' JRcjlj to Mr. varillas, p. 139. 

him 
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him a-wife tod an honeft man. Milton 
was a man of the chafteft manners, both 
in his converfation and his writings. But 
he wrote U<moclaft€s> and m the fame Dr. 
Johnfon's efteem was both a knave and 
a fool. 

The church of Rome fubftitutes or- 
thodoxy for every virtue under . heaven. 
And loyalty among the high Royalifts 
canonizes every rafcal and profligate with 
a full and plenary abfolution. Thefe 
are, it is true,, among the vileft and 
meaneft partialities of the defpotic fac- 
tion ; and Dr. Johnfon* confcipus of his 
merit in other departments, fhould blulh, 
and be humbled, to bs found in the lift of 

fuch mifcrables. 

We 
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We have lately met with a pteafanr 
piece of vengeance taken of Milton by 
a poor fellow who had fuffered under his 
lafh for conveying into the world, Mo- 
tus's, or rather Du Mauling " Clamor 
u Regit Sanguinis " 

Juft before the Reftoration, Robert 
Greyghton, chaplain to Charles II. and 
his attendant in his exile* a man of learn- 
ing, procured a handfome and valuable , 
edition of Sylvefter Sguropulus's Hiftory 
of the council of Florence, in Greek* 
The printer of it was Adrian Vlacq, of 
the Hague, who yet fmarted from the 
ftripes inflidted upon him by Milton 
fome years before. Adrian now thought 
he had a fine opportunity of taking his 
amends. For this purpofe he prevailed 
4 with 
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with Creyghton to chara&erize Milton 
in the preface to his book, but without 
naming him, left both the editor and 
the printer lhould fijfler for their temeri- 
ty, the Reftoration being y«t in embryo. 
Some of his rhetoric w£ ihall tran- 
scribe; 

<( Nee fuis unquam parafitis indiguit 
<c fanaticum illud genus hominum, qui 
*< exitiali facundia s armati fetnper in pro- 
4€ . cin&u ftant, et qua jubentur, liriguas 
<c venales .flp&unt, eorum turpiffima 
*< crimina ut virtu tes collaudant, aliorum 
€€ omnium dotes- dente fetyrico perfo- 
€€ diunt, et ; in Deum. Jipfum, ft fenatut 
*' perdueUis mandaverit , prdfarae elo-" 
<€ quentise arietes admovere non erubef* 
? cunt*" 

And 



* And again, 

** Regicidium commendant pofteris, 
c < ut Heroici facinoris exetnplum fingu- • 
u lare. Everfionem ecclefiae, extirpa- 
€€ . tionern regni^ regiique fanguinis, inter 
** fa&a fortiffima numerant." 

Again, fpeaking of the ftyle of the 
writers on the fide of the parliament he 
fays: 

" Qui fru&um cum femente conferre 
u vellet fatius multo judicaret ad rudem 
" illam, fed honeftam Latinse orationis ' 
* balbutiem (monkiih Latin) reverters 
€ * quam fie in Marci Tullii ac Titi Livii* 
u viridariis expatiari, pollucibiliter men- 
«' tiri,- fcc." 

And' 
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' And laftly, -..<*. 

' itf Turn de Regibus, li quis forte for- 
*' tuna encomiafticc Xcripferit, fuccen- 
X( fent, frendtfflt, debacchantur, et in 
" omne latus «obftreperam volvunt fa* 
*' cundiam, ne quis Rex pro pio habo- 
*' atur, quando ipfi in omnknn Regum 
*' facrofan&a capita tarn impii [L impic] 
*< detonuerunt." 

The allufion here to Milton and has 
works could not have been plainer, with- 
out naming .him. The prefacer well 
knew Milton '-s^zeal forhiscaufe, and his 
abilities in defending it. He knew not 
but he might yet be difpofed to do him- 
felf and his party juftice at his [Creygb- 
ttbn's] expence^ and he chofe therefore, 
both for the poor printer's fake and his 

own, 
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own, to make the abufe general, that 
he might have room to fey, that Milton 
was not the man he meant, though the 
two lall citations would not apply to any 
other man that then was, or ever had 
been, upon the face of the e^rth. Such 
was the terror that Milton's name (truck 
into thd hearts of his opponents, even 
when his party was rapidly approaching 
atheir final diflblution« 



TF& 
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Addition to the Pojlfcripf. 

— SCich was the awe that Milton's 
name ftruck into the hearts of his op- 
ponents, even when his party was ra- 
pidly approaching, its final diffolution. 

But to return once more to the New 
Narrative. To defend injured charac- 
ters is feafonable at all times* Some 
former accounts of Milton, Dr. Johnfbn 
treats with contradiction and contempt, 
where . neither the information, nor the 
good faith of the writers,, are more to 
be fufpedted than his own r 

A large majority of authors are too 
inconfiderable to have their lives and ad- 
ventures recorded for the infltrudtion .or 

L, amufe- 
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amufement of pofterity, even in the 

fummary of a biographical dictionary. 
Dr. Johnfon is not one of thefe infigni- 
ficants. The public, when he hath 
eeafed to aft his part on this earthly 

- ftage, witi be impatiently inquifitive 
after the perfoaal hiftory of a man, who 

• hath figured fo varioufly in the wide 
range of authorihip ; and when his pa- 
tiegyrifts hate exhsufted every topic of 
praife and adulation to grace his mont- 
meift* among thofe -of the worthies of 
antiefit <3ays, Somehody way take a fancy 

< to gratify the public with a new nam* 
live of his progrefs and employments in 
life. 

That Somebody may be a true-con- 

' ftkutional friend to the civil and reli- 
gious 
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giqus liberties of Englifhmen, and dif- 

pofed to try what figure Pr. Johnfpn^ 
political maxima and cpndudt will make, 
iji contraft wkh fuch part of Milton's 
hiftory and principles as he hath at- 
tempted to difparage by the moft inve- 
npiped .iniuiuations* 

A man of genius and erudition cannot 
more effe&ually difgrace himfelf, than 
by hiring out his talents to thofe vile 
politicians whofe estimation with • the 
public depends on ridiculing and de- 
bating the foundeft principles of free 
government, and on their humiliating, 
and to their power fcandalifing the wife 
.and upright men who efpoufe them ; 
and it is not impoffibie that, with fuch 
.an idea v of Dr. Johnfon's . merit, fome 

L 2 humorous 
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Humorous drole, furveybg the fuperfc 
decorations of emblematic fculpture^ 
furrounding the eommemoration of the 
Doctor's vaft exploits in Parian marble, . 
may add, with a homely pencil of char- 
coal i 

HERE LYES THE GRAND EXEMPLAR OF 
LITERARY PROSTITUTION.. 

And here we Ihould have ended our 
ftridtures on the new narrative, did not 
the candor of a worthy friend call upon 
us to temper the feverity (as he calls it) 
of this monumental infeription. 

Wt are not deaf to the feafonable* ad- 
monitions of our friend's ; but unwilling 
to deprive our hero of his blufhing her- 
naurs, fo. hardily earned, and fo richly 
1* deferved* 



*3dTerve'd, we rather choofe to add a Ihoft 
-explanation, than to exptinge a charac- 
teriftic which contributes fo much to the 
brilliancy of hia reputation. 

Projiitution hath, generally fpeaking, 
•two principal, motives, filthy lucre, and 
inordinate appetite* Thefe -motives are 
frequently -compounded, particularly 
wh^n ipdigence, and .a warmth of bodily 
cpaftitution, happen to meet in the fame 

r 

individual. 

. Which of thefe motives had the pre- 
dominant ftimulus in the habit of the 
great critic in his connections with Lau- 
der, or of the great politician^ when, 

.pilmer before, sacheverell in -his rear % 

* See an EfTay oti the King's Friends, printed 
.fipr AlmQn, -776. p. 19* 

Lj he 
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he {peculated upon virtual ' reprefentatiott, 
tyranny, taxation, &fc. in favour of a ' 
government defafto, which, till a cef- • 
tain period, he is faid to have held to be ' 
de jure an ufurpation, we lhall not posi- 
tively determine. This we know in ; 
common with the reft of mankind, that* 
fuch fervices have not been without con* : 
iiderable emolument; and that, bn the- 
other hand, the performance of them-' 
hath afforded to the author an opportu- 
nity of affwaging his itch of defaming 
certain friends of public liberty, with- 
whom he could have no quarrel, but on 
account of their political principles and 
attachments. 

We could add fome remarkable in- 
ftances from the Life of Savage. The 

em- 
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embellHhment of a character fo replete 
with infolence, ingratitude, and crimi- 
nal diffipation, can hardly be afcribed 
to motives of greater purity than the 
fale of the copy, unlefs we fhould take 
into the account the delicacies of friend- 
Jhipj and the congenial talents of the 
man and his orator. 

Savage was a poet, and in his bio- 
grapher's opinion, a poet above medi- 
ocrity, and not inferior in the poetical 
fcale of Dr. Johnfon to fome of thofe 
whom he hath honoured with his prefa- 
tory narratives. 

May we not then prefume, that the 
Doctor's Life of Savage will be added 
to thofe elogies of eminent bards which 
have been received by the public with 

L 4 fo 



t^ is* 1 

fo much appla ufe, aqd read with fp 
much avidity ? 

We would not anticipate the pleafure 
of his readers in obferving the Do&or's 
improvements in pplitical wifdom fince 
the year 1 744 ; we fh^ll only give one 
inftance of it, tajteq froip pages 1 20, 1 2 1, 
122, of the edition of Savage's Life that 
ye^r, where there are fome juft, and in- 
deed beautiful, contemplations, on the 
rife and fettierpept of colonies, both ip 
a poetical and political view. 

Savage compofed a poem on the fub- 
jedt, where, as the biographer informs 
us, he has laudably '* aflerted the natu- 
u ral equality of mankind, and endea- 
u voured to fupprefs that pride whic|i 

i€ inclines 
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• inclines men to imagine that fight is 
" the confequence of 'power," 

- * 

The benevolent Dr. Price himfelf 
could not have advanced a do&rine more 
unfavoury to the palate of Dr. Juanfon's 
friends, nor needs it much fagacity to 
ihew how it appears in coiltrall witli the 
change which experience bath made in the 
T)oftor y s opinions *- The D.jftor, we 
prefume, found his account in both his 
frpinions^ and all fides ought to be fatif- 
ifiecL 

There is indeed one performance af 
fcribed to the pen of the Doctor, where 
the proftitution is of fo Angular a na- 
ture, that it would be difficult to fele& 
jslu adequate motive for it out of the 

* .Life cf Savage, jp. 122, 
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mountainous heap of conje&ural caufes 
of human paffions pr human caprice. 
We allude to the fpeech delivered by the 
late unhappy Dr. William Dodd, when 
he was about to hear the fentence of thq 
law pronounced upon him, in coufequence 
of an indi&ment for forgery. 

The voice of the public has given the 
honour of a&anufe&uring this fpeech to 
Dr^Johafon; and the ftileand configu-. 
ration of the fpeech itfelf confirm the im- 
putation. 

Dr.. Dodd was a man of parts, a poet, 
and an orator. He can hardly be fup- 
pofed, to have fufpedted that the powers 
of his own rhetoric would be too feeble 
for fo critical an occafion. Prefence of 
mind he could not want to compofe a 
4 fpeech 



fpeech For himfelf; His • effirfions botlr 
in profe and poetry, during the moft 
trying niomentsof Ills' confinement, prove 
that he did not. The naked unadorned - 
feelings of his dwn mind err that awful J 
occafion (which he could hardly convey 
to Dr. Johhfon) would have been the 1 
moft exprettive of his lincerity and felf*' 
humiliation ; and the : fnbfl: proper and : 
effectual recommendation of his cafe 
to the commiferation of his audience, and 
the merciful interposition of his judges. 

An ambition to go out of the world 
with the applaufe of having made a flo-- 
rid fpeech, we cannot, with any degred' 
of charity, impute to the unfortunate 
criminal. He muft, in that cafe, have 

♦had* 
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had vanity fufficient to prevent him firom- 
borrowing his materials from another. 

* 4 

But whatever inducement Dr* Oodd 

might have to folicit Dr. Johnfon's aid 

on fuch an occafion, it is hardly poffible 

to divine what could be Dr. JohnfoiVs 

motive for accepting the office* A man 

tp exprefs the precife ftate of mind of 

another about -to be deftined to an igno- 

jninious death fpr a capital crime, ihould* 

one would imagine, have fome con- 

fcioufnefs. that he himfelf had incurred 

fome guilt t>f the fame kind ; in which 

cafe his own apprehenfions would fur- 

nifh him with topics of deprecation, 

fuited to the purpofe of his obtaining 

anercy, JBut this, we truft, was not the 

cafe* 

Was 
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r Was it then the vanity of fhewing^: 
Irow far he was fuperior in abilities t<* 
an eminent mailer in his own craft of 
artificial compofition, that prevailed 
with Dr. Johnfon to. lend his talent on lb 
critical an occafion? Such, one might 
fear; was the motive, from the early and 
general intelligence imparted to the pub- 
lic, by whom this admired piece of 
watory was fabricated. 

Was it; laftly, the prefumption that: 
z fpeech compofed by Dr. Johnfon, and 
delivered by Dr. Dodd, could not fail of 
interefting all the world in favour of the 
prifoner, and of procuring the moft: 
powerful interceffion for the unhappy, 
eriminars life ? 

Authors; 



. Authors in the pleafing contemplation 
pf their own powers,, and in the exer- 
tion of them upon paper, may imagine 
ftrange thing! in their clofets concern- 
ing their efficiency when they coma 
abroad. But here, alas ! . ajl . the pro- 
priety of di&ion, and the beauty of co- 
louring, were abfolutely wafted upon 
the good fenfe and native integrity of 
the late worthy Recorder of London^. 
He faw through the artrfice. He faw 
bo circumftahce from one end of the 
tranfa&ion to the other to make it pro- 
bable that no fraud was intended* nor 
found any weight in the counterbalance 
propofed in the pompous ftrains of Dr. 
Samuel Johnfon. 

But 
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Bat there is no end of conjectures in 

a cafe where fame abfurdity or other 

arifes to difgrace every account that can 

be fuggefted of the origin of a manoeuvre 

• vf which no precedent can be found, 

. except among the works of the chaplain 

of Newgsffle. 

We ihould indeed be inclined to call 

it a mere jm d'ejfrrit, in the nature of an 

- effay of what could be faid in a fi&itious 
cafe, were it not utterly incredible 

- that any one with the cooieft feelings of 

- humanity (of which we by oo means 
fuppofe Dr. Johnfon to be deftitutc) 
rould brmg himfelf to fport with the 

• calamity of the unhappy criminal, with- 
out hope or profpe&, or intention of re- 
lief; 



fief ; a "fart of proftitution for whicfe 
hardly any cenfurecanbe todfcvere* ; 

ADDENDUM. 

Mr, BoerhademV Letter in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine for O&ober, 1779^ 
concerning Dr. Johnfon'a narrative of 
Milton's omitting all adts of religious- 
worfhip both in public and private, 
. came not to our hands till it was too 
late to infert,. ia the printed Remarks on 
Dr. Johnfotis Life, of Milton^ the thanks 
we think he well deferves, as an able co- 
operator with us in^ the defence of 
Milton. The friends of Milton are par- 
ticularly obliged to him, for remarking 
Dr. Newton's improvement upon To- 

landy 
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land, and Dr. Johnfon's upon Newton, 
in their feveral accounts of Milton's con- 
duct with refpedt to religious worfhip ; 
and we think it an apt illuftration of 
Toby Smollet's ftory of the three crows. 
For our parts, we are of opinion, that 
Milton's fentiments, or the pra&ical 
cffedfa of them in matters of religion, 
want no vindication. As to the matter in 
queftion, we remember apaffageinRobert 
Barclay's catechifm, where the author, 
having cited feveral texts of Scripture, 
concludes, Ex omnibus hifce Jcriptura 
locis apparetj verum Dei cultum in fpiritu 
ejfe ; etjicut nee certo cuilibet loco, • it a nee 
certo cuivis tempori Umitatur. This might 
be Milton's perfuafion, as well as Bar- 

L 9 clay's; 
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clay's; but no copfiderate maa would 
conclude from thefe words, chat Barclay 
never prayed in private. 

The worthy man to whofe memory 
thefe papers are dedicated fell under 
many fooliih and illiberal fufpicions on 
account of his abfenting from pubiic 
worfhip. If any of our more ingenuous* 
readers have been • impofed upon* or in- 
fluenced by fuch bafe infinuations of 
purblind bigotry, we may hope they 
will now fee in fome expreffions of Mr* 
Hollis-s heart-felt unaflfedted piety, that 
pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father, does not depend upon a 
man's exterior connections with any vi- 
fible church, or religious fociety, fa 
4 called, 
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tailed, whatever. And this we prefume 
to offer as a complete apology for Mil- 
ton, as well as his excellent and ever 
memorable difciple. 



L ia 
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Tbe Blazoning of Milton's Arms, which 
are prefixed to thefe Remarks. 

"JThe Arms that John Milton did tife 
" and feal his letters with, were Argent, 
" a Spread Eagle, with two heads gules, 
" l e gg' d and beak'd fable." 

Wood, vol, I. faft. 262* 

Thefe arms are engraved in Toland's 
Milton, vol. I. but the creft is not there 
as in Milton's feal. 

Milton's feal, from which the arms 
were taken, was bought of Mr. John 
Payne, byT. H. for three guineas, 1761* 

It is in filver, came into his poffeffion 
on the death of Fofter, who had married 
a grand-daughter of Milton's. 

The 
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The dates of the original editions of 
Milton's Profe Works. 

1-641, Of Reformation ur England. 
1 64 1, Of Prelatical Epifcopacy. 
1 641, Of Church Government. 

1 641 , Animadverfions- upon the Remon- 

■ 

ftrants defence againft Smec- 
tymnus. 

1642, An Apology for Sme&ymnus.- 
1644, Areopagitica. 

1644, The Do&rme and c Difcipline* of 
Divorce. 

1644, The Do&rine, &c. of Divorce 

much' augmented, a fecond 
edition; 

1645, The fame. • 

L 11 1644, The 



1 644, The Judgement of Martin Bucer, 
concerning divorce. 

1644, Of Education. 

1673, Of Education, written above twen- 
ty year9 fince ; printed at the 
end of his Poems, oftavo. 

1645, Tetrachordon. 
1 645, Colafterion. 

1649, Obfervations on the articles of 
peace. 

1649, EIKONOKAAZTHS. 

1 690, The fame, ofitavo, Amfterdam. 

1650, The fame, afecond edition, much 

enlarged. 
1652, EIKONOKAASTHS. Traduke 
de PAnglois fur la fpconde et 
plus ample edition; et revue 
par Tauteur, m a Londres, pg£ 

Guilk 
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Guiil. . Bugard, imprimeuj: du 
Confeil d'Etat, Tan* 1 652, 1 21110. 

1649, The Tenure of Kings. 

■ The fame, a fecond edition. 

1650, The fame, a fecond edition, with 

fome additions. 

1651, Pro PopUlo AngliCano defeniio. 

1 65 1, The fame in folio, editio emen- 

datior. 
1651, The lame in 1 2mo* 

1 65 1, Pro Populo Anglicano defenfio* 

Antw. 

1652, The f^me. 

1652, Defenfio fecunda, Hagae-corni* 

turn, i2mo. 
1654, The fame. 
1652, Joannis Philippi Angli refponfio* 

1 2 mo, Londini. 

1692, The 



1692, The Defence of the Pfcople of 

England, tranilated by Mr. 

Washington of the Temple^ 

odlavo* 
1655, Pro fe defenfio, Haga^comiruir^ 

i2mo. 
1655, Scriptum Dom. Protedtoris Rei- 

publico Anglian &c. 
1659, Litera, Senatus Anglicani necnon 

Cromwelli, &c. nomine, con-r 

fcriptas:, i2mo. 
1 659, Confiderations to remove hirelings 

out of the Church, i2mo. 
1659, A letter concerning the Common- 
wealth, i2mo. 
1659, The Brief Delineation of a Free 

Commonwealth, 

1659, A ready and eafy way to eftablifli 

ai Commonwealth. 

1659, A 
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1659, A treatife of Civil Power, 121110. 
1658, The Cabinet Council, containing 

the chief arts of empire, by the 
ever renowned 'knight SirWal- 
ter Raleigh. Published by John 
Milton, Efq. printed by J. New- 

» » » 

F , . 

comb, in twelves. 

1660, Accedence commenced Grammar, 

* 

i2mo. 

1669, The fame. 

1660, Brief notes upon afermon. 

1 66 1 , - Aphorifms of State, a Trad of Sir 

Walter Raleigh *s, 8vo. 

1670, TheViftory of Britain. 

1 67 1, The fame. 

1672, Arris Logics Inftitutio, i2mo. 

r 

1673, Editio fecunda, i2mo. 
1673, Of true Religion, i2mo. 

1674, Epif- 
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1674, Epiftolarum Familiariuro Liber, 

8vo. ■ . , . * 

1 674, Declaration of the Poles, 
1676, Letters of State, izmo, {ranflated 

into Englifh, 1694^ 
1682, The Hiftorie of Mofcovia, 8vo. 
1738, ^The Areopagitica was publifhed 

with a preface by Thomfon, 

8vo. 
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The dates of the original editions of 
Milton's Poetical Works. 

^667, Paradife Loft, in ten books, 

1668, The fame. 

1669, The fame, with the argument and 

addrefs to the reader, from 
S. Simons. 

1669, The 



uyfrni • — 



l66$J, The &me, without the addrefs. 
( %6yz, The 6mt, in twelve books. ^mliLksu 

1674, Paradife Loft, in twelve books, 
2d edit. 8vo. 
k 1675, The fafthc* _.'^fck. — 

1678, Tkefame* i& ;i±&6i«« . - 

1645, Poems, 121110. 

1673, Poems, with the Tra&ate on Edu- 
cation, written above twenty 
years fince, 8vo. 

1671, Paradife Regained, and Samfon 
Agoniftes, 8vo. 

1680, The fame. 

1 750, The firft book of Paradife Loft, 
Glafgow, illuftrated with notes 
and references to the antient 
Poets* It is to be lamented, 

that 
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that the whole poem had not 
been publiflied in the fame 



manner* 



All the above editions in Quarto, except 
thofe marked otherwife* 
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. O T EDUCATION, 

» 

TO MASTER SAMUEL HARTLIB* 

MASTER HARTLIB, 

T AM long fince perfwaded, that to 
fay," pr doe ought worth memory, 
and imitation, no purpofe or refpeft 
fliould fooner move us, then fimply the 
love of God, and of mankinde. Never- 
thelefle to write now the reforming of 
Education, though it be one of the 
greateftand nobleft defignes, that can be 
thought on, and for the want whereof 
this nation perifhes, I had not yet at this 
time been induc't, but by your earneft 
* entreaties, and Serious conjurements; as 

M having 
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having my minde for the prefent halfe 
diverted in the perfuance of; fame 
other affertions, the knowledge and the 
ufe of which, eannot but be a great fur- 
therance both to the enlargement of 
truth and honeft living, with much more 
peace. Nor fhould the lawes of any 
private friendfhip have prevailed with 
me to divide thus, or tranfpofe my for- 
mer thoughts, but that I fee thofe aims, 
thofe adtions which have won you with 
me the efteem of a perfon fent hither by 
ibme good providence from a farre 
country to be the occafion and the in- 
citement .of great good to this Hand. 
And, as I hear, you have obtained the 
fame repute with men-ofmoft approved 
wifdom, and -fome of higheft .authority 



among 
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among us. Not to mention the learned 
correfpondence which you hold in for- 
r-eigne parts, and the extraordinary pains 
and diligence which you have us'd in 
this matter both heer, and beyond the 
Seas.: either bv the definite will of God 
fo ruling, or the peculiar fway of nature, 
which alfo is God's working. Neither 
can I thinke that fo reputed, and fo va- 
ki'd as you are, you would to the forfeit 
of your own difcerning ability, impofe 
upon me an unfit and over ponderous 
argument, but that the fatisfa&ion which 
you profeffe toJiave receiv'd from thofe 
sincidentall difcourfes which „ we have 
wanderM into, hath preft and almoft 
conftrain'd you into a perfwafion, that 
what you require ixom me in this point, 

M 2 I nei- 



[ i< 4 ]• 

1 neither ought, nor can in conference 
deferre beyond this time both of fo 
much need at once, and ib much oppor- 
tunity to trie what God hath determin'd. 
I will not refill- therefore, what eve« it is. 
^either of divine, or humane obligement 
that you lay upon me ; but will forth- 
with fet down in writing, as you requeft 
me, that voluntary Idea, which hath long 
in filence prefented it felf to me, of a 
better Education, in. extent and comgre- 
henfion farre more large, and yet of 
time farre fliorter, and of attainment 
farre more certain, then hath been yet 
in practice. Briefe I fhall endeavour to 
be ^ for that which I have to fay, affurr 
edly this nation hath exjreame need 
ihould be done fooner than fpok'n. To 

tell 
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tell ybu therefore what I ha\*e benefitted 
iiereih among'' bid Renowned authors, I 
•ftiall tyare ; ah'd to fea'rch what many 
rfibderh /arc Wi ''and tiidaSlics more than 
evet I fiiaii read, have projected, my 
inclination leads me not. But if you 
can Accept of thefe few obfetvatibris 
which have flowr'd bfF, and are as it were 
the burnilhing bf many ftudiouS and con- 
templative yeers altogether fp"erit in the- 
fearch of religibus and civil knowledge, 
and fu'ch as pleas -d ybu fo well in the re- 
lating, I here give you them to difpofe 

df. .:.■■.:•■: 

Thb end then bf learning is to repair 
fhe ruin bf our firft parents by regaining 
to k'nbtfr God aright, and but of that 
knowledge to love him, tb imitate- him, 

M 3 to 
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to be like him, as we may tlieneereft bjr 
pofleffing our fouls of true vertue, which 
being united to the heavenly grace of 
faith makes up the higheft perfedtion. 
But becaufe our understanding cannot 
in this body found itfelfe but on fenfible 
things, nor arrive fo cleerly to the know- 
ledge of God and things invifible, as by 
orderly conning over the vifible and in— 
ferior creature, the feme method is ne- 
ceffarily to be follow'd in all difcreet 
teaching. And feeing every nation af- 
fords not experience and tradition anoug\h 
for all kinde of learning, and therefore 

* j 

we are chiefly taught the language of 

thofe people who have at any time be^n 

< * 

moft induftrious after wifdom; fo that 
language is but the inftrument convay- 

ing 
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mg to us things ufeful to be known* 

And though a linguififhould pride him* 

felfe to have all the tongues that Babel 

cleft the world into, yet, if. he have 

not ftudied the folid things in them as 

well as the words and lexicons, he were 

nothing fo much to be efteemed a leara- 

ed man, as any yeoman or tradefmah 

.competently wife in his mother dialed: 

only. Hence appear the many miftakes 

which have made learning generally fo 

unpleafing and fo unfuccefsfull ; firft we 

do amiffe to fpend feven or eight yeers 

.meerly in fcraping together fomuch mi- 

ferable Latin, and Greek, as might be 

.learnt otjierwife eafily and delightfully 

.in one yeer. And that which cafts our 

-proficiency therein fo much behind e,. is 

M 4 CUE 




our time ibft partly in too oft idle vacant 
cies given both to fchools and uhivei> 
fities, partly in a prepofterous exaction*, 
fordng the empty wits of children to 
compofe Theams, verfes, and Orations,, 
which are the ads of ripeft judgement 
and the finall work of a head fill'd by 
long reading, and obferving, with ele- 
gant maxims, and copious invention.. 
Thefe are not matters to be wrung from 
poor ftripiings, like blood out of the 
nofe, or the pluckiflg of untimely fruit : . 
befides the ill habit which they get odf 
wretched barbarizing againft the Latin 
and Greek idiom, with their untutor'd 
Angticifms, odious to be read, yet not to 
be avoided without a well continued and 
judicious converting among pure Au- 

' thors 
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tiibrs digjefted, which they fcarce tajfte* 

whereas, if after fome preparatory 
grounds of fpeech by their certain fornix 
got into memory, they were led to the 
praxis thereof in feme chofen fcort 
book leffon'd throughly to them, they 
might then forthwith proceed tb learn 
the fubftance of good things* and Arts in 
\dtre order, which would bring the whole 
language quickly into their poweiv 
This I take to be the moft rationall and 
mo& profitable way of learning lan- 
guages, and whereby we may beft hope 
to give account to Go© of our youth 
fpent herein :. and for the ufual method 
of teaching Arts, I deem it to be an ol& : 
errour of univerfities not yet well recov- 
er'd from the Scholaftiek grofiieffe o£ 

3 barbarous- 
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barbarous ages, that inflead of begin* 
ning with. Arts moft eafie, and thofe be 
fueh as are moft obvious to the fence, 
they prefent their young unmatriculated 
novices at ffrft coming with the moft in<- 
tellcdtive abftraftions of Logiek and mc- 
taphyficks : So that they having but 
newly left thofe grammatick flats and 
lhallows where they ftuck unreafonably 
to learn & few words with lamentable 
conftru£tion, . and now on the fudden 
tranfported under another climat to be 
toft and turmoild with their unballafted 
wits in fadomles and unquiet, deeps of 
controvei fie, do for the moft part grow 
into hatred and contempt of learning, 
mockt and deluded all this while with 
ragged notions and babblements, ..while 
. . . : m they 
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they expected worthy and- delightfuli 
knowledge ; till poverty or youthfull 
yeers call them importunately their feve<- 
rallwayes,,and haften them with uhefway 
of friends either to an ambitious and mer- 
cenary, or ignorantly zealous Divinity ; 
Some allur'd to the trade of Law ground- 
ing their purpofes not on the prudent, 
and heavenly contemplation of juftice 
and equity which was. never taught 
them, but on the promising and pleafing 
thoughts of litigious terms, fat conten- 
tions, and. flowing fees ;. others betake 
them to State affairs,, with fouls fo un- 
principrd in vertue, and true generous 
breeding, . that flattery and court fhifts 
and tyrannous aphorifmes- appear to 
them the higheft points of wifdom ; in- 

ftilling 
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Hilling; their barren hearts with confci- 
entious flavtry, if, as I rather think, it 
be not fain'd. Others laftly of a motfe 
delicious and airie fpirit, retire thetti- 
felves knowing no better, to the enjoy- 
ments of eafe and luxury, living out 
their daies in feaft and jollity; which in- 
deed is the wifeft and fafeft courfe of 
all thefe, unlefle they were With more 
Integrity undertaken. And thefe are the 

* » 

errours, and thefe are the fruits df mif- 
fpending our prime youth at the Schools 
and Univerfities as we do, either in leaf fl- 
ing meere words or fuch things chiefly, 
as were better unlearnt* 

I ihall detain you now no longer in 
the demcnftratron of what we fhould not 
doe* but ftrah condudt ye to a hill fide, 

where 
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■^kre 1 will point ye out the right patb 
-of a vertuous and noble education ; la^ 
borious. indeed at the firfi: afcent, but 
elfe fo fmooth, fo green, fo full of good- 
ly profpeft, ^nd melodious founds on 
every fide/ that the harp of Orpheus* 
was not more charming. I doubt not; 
but ye fliall have more adoe to drive our, 
dulleft and.lazieft youth, our flocks and 
ftubbs from the infinite defire of fuch a 
h$ppy nurture, then we have now to 
hale ai^d drag our choifeftand hopeful- 
ieft- wits to that afinine feaft of fowthiftles 
apd brambles which - is commonly fet 
before them, as all the food and enter- 
tainment of their tendejreft and moil do- 
ctble age. I call therefore a compleate 
*ad . generous education that which fits 

a man 
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;trman to perform juftly, fkilfully, and 
maghanimoufly all the offices both pri- 
vate and publike of peace and war. And 
how all this may be done between twelve 
and one and twenty, lefle time then is 
riow beftovtf'd in pure trifling at Gram- 
mar and Sophi/lry> is -to be thus -or- 
dered. 

Firft to finde out a fpatious houfe and 
ground about it fit for an Academy, and 
big enough to lodge a hundred and fifty 
perfon*, whereof twenty or thereabout 
may be attendants, all under the govern- 
ment of one, who ihall be thought of 
defert fufficient, and ability either to doe 
all, or wifely to diredt, and overfee it 
tlone. This place fhould be at once 
koth School and Univerfity, not needing 

a re- 
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a .remove to any other houfe of Schol- 
lerfhip, except it be fome peculiar Col- 
ledge of Law^ or Phyfick, where they 
rrtean to be practitioners; but as for 
thofe generall fludies which take up all 
our time from Lilly to the commencing, 
as they term it, Mafter of Art, it fhould 
bfe abfolute." After this pattern, as many 
edifices may be converted to this ufe, as 
fhall beneedfull in every city, through- 
out this land,* which would tend much 
to the encreafe of learning and civility 
every where. This number, leffe or 
more thus colledted, to the convenience 
of a foot company, or interchangeably 
two troops of cavalry, fhould divide their 
sdaies work into three parts, as it lies or- 
derly. 



^ 



<terly. Their ftudies, their exercijfe^ 
and their diet. 

For their ifadies, Firfl: they fliould 
begin with the chief and neceflary rules 
of fame good Grammar, either that now 
ufr'd, or any betters and while this is 
dbing, their Speech is to be fafliion'd te 
a diftindt and cleer pronuntiation, as neer 
a? may be to the Italian, efpecially in 
the vowels. For we Englifhmen being 
f&rre northerly, doe not open our 
-iqouthes in the cold air, wide enough to- 
grace a Southern tongue ; but are ob- 
ferv'd by all other nations to fpeak ex- 
ceeding olofe and inward: So that to 
fmatter Latin with an Englilh mouth, k 
,as ill a hearing as law French. Next to 
>make them expert in the ufefulleft points 

of 
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*>f grammar, and withall to feafon them, 
and win them early to the love of vertue 
and true labour, ere any flattering fe- 
ducemcnt, or vain principle feife them 
wandering, fome eafie and delightfull 
book of education would be read to 

* 

them ; whereof the Greeks have flore, 
as Cebes, Piutarch^ and other Socratic 
-difcourfes. But in Latin we have none 
of claffic authoritie extant, except the 

« 

two oV three firft books of £>uintiUan 9 
and fome feleft peeces elfewhcre* But 
here the main ikill and groundwork will 
be, to temper them fuch ledtures and 
explanations upon every opportunity, as 
may lead and draw them in willing obe- 
dience, enflam'd with the fludy of learn- 
ing, and the admiration of vertue, ftirr'd 

N up 
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up with high hopes of living to be bray^ 
men, and worthy patriots, dear to Qob? 
2nd famous to alTagjes. That they may 
defpife and fcorn ail their childiih, an4 
ill-taught qualities, to delight in* manly, 
and liberaH exercifes : which he .whcj 
hath the art, and proper eloquence to 
catch them with, wjiat with mild an4 
effedtuall perfwafions, and wh§it with the 
intimation of fome fe&r, if need be, buf 
chiefly by his own example, might in 3. 
fliort (pace gain them to an incredible 
diligence and courage : infufing into 
their young brefts fuch an ingenuou$ 
and noble ardor, as would not fail tQ 
make many of them Yenowncd and 
matchleffe men. At the fame time, fom$ 
other hour of the day, might be taught 
I them 
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them the rules of Arithmetick, and foori 
after the elements of geometry even play- 
ing, as the old manner was. After even- 
ing repaft, till bed time their thoughts 
will be bell taken up in the eafie grounds 
of religion, and the ftory of fcripture. 
The next ftep would be to the Authors of 
Jigricultnre, Cato, Varro, and Colummella, 
for the matter is molt eafie, and if the 
language be difficult, fo much the better, 
it is not a difficultie above their yeers. 
And here will be an occafion of inciting 
and inabling them hereafter to improve 
the tillage of their country, to recover 
the bad foil, and to remedy the waft that 
is made of good ; for this was one of 
Hercules praifes. Ere halfe thcfe Au- 
thors be read, which will icon be wirll 

N 2 P^y ins 






plying hard, and dayly, they cannot 
choofe but be mailers of any ordinary 
profe. So that it will be then feafonable 
for them to. learn in any modern Author,, 
the ufe of the globes, and all the maps 
firft with the old names ; and then with 
the new : or they might be then capable 
to read any compendious method of na- 
turall philofophy. And at the fame 
time might be entring into the Greek 
tongue, after the fame manner as was 
before prefcrit'd in the Latin; whereby 
the difficulties of grammar being foon 
overcome, all the Hiftoricall Phyfiology 
of Arijlotle and Theopbraftus are open 
before them, and as I may fay, under 
contribution. The like accefle will be 
-to Vitruvius, to Senecas .naturall quef- 

.tions, 



ttons, to Mela, Celfus, Pliny, or Soli- 
nus. And having thus pall the princi- 
ples of Arithmetic, Geometry, AJlronomy, 
and Geography, with a general compact 
of Phyficks, they may defcend in Mat he- 
ma ticks to the inffrument&ll fcience of 

• • 

Trigonometry, and f r m thence to Forti- 
fication, ArcbiteElure, Enginrr, or Navi- 
gation. And in naturall Philofophy they 
may proceed leifurly from the Hiftory of 
Mettors, minerals, plants^ and living 
creatures- as farce as anatomy. Then 
alfo in courfe might be read to them out 
of Ibme not tedious writer the inftitution 
of Phyfick ; that they may know the 
tempers, the humors, the feafons, and 
how to manage a crudity : which he 
who can wifely and timely doe, is not 

• N 3 only 

i 
i 
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only a great Phyfician to himfelfe, and 
to his friends, but alfo may at fome time 
or other, fave an Army by this frugall, 
and expengeleffe meanes only ; and not 
let the healthy and (tout bodies of young 
men rot -away under him for want of 
this difcipline, which is a great pitty, 
and no leffe a fhame to the commander. 
To fet forward all thefe proceedings in 
nature and mathematicks, what hinders^ 
but that they may procure, as oft as 
lhall be needfull, the helpfull experi- 
ences of Hunters, fowlers, Fifhermen, 
Shepherds, Gardeners, Apothecaries ; and 
in the other fciences, Archil efts, Engi- 
neers, Mariners, Anatomifts; who doubt- 
leffe would be ready fome for reward, 
and fome to favour fuch a hopefull fe- 

minary. 
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mmary. And- this will give them fuch 
a real! tin&ure of naturall knowledge, 
as they lhall never forget, but dayly aug- 
ment with delight. Then alfo thofe 
poets which are now counted moft hard, 
will- be bothr facil and pleafant, Orpheus, 
Hefwdy Theocritus y Aratus, Nieander, 
Oppicm, Dionyjius, and in Latin Lucre- 
tius, Manilius, and the rurall part of 
Virgil. . 

By this time, ycers and good general 
precepts will have furnifht them more 
drftindtly with that aft of reafon which 
in Ethirs is called Ptoaire/is ; that they 
may with feme judgement contemplat 
upon morall good and evill. Then will 
be requir'd a fpeciall: reinforcement of 
conftant and found endodtrinating te fet 

N 4 them 
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them right and firm, inftruding then* 
more amply in the knowledge of vertue 
and the hatred of vice : while their young 
and pliant affedtions are led through all 
the morall works of Plato,, Xenopbon, 
Cicero, Plutarch, Laertius y and thofe 
Locrian remnants; but ftill to be re- 
duc't in their nightward ftudies where- 
with they clofe the dayes work, under 
the determinat fentence of David or 
Solomon, or the evangels and Apofialic 
Scriptures. Being perfit in the know- 
ledge of perfonall duty, they may then 
begin the ftudy of Economies. And 
either now, or before this, they may 
have eafily learnt at any odde hour the 
Italian tongue. And foon after, but 
with warineffe, and goad antidote, it 

would 
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would be wholfome anough to let thenx 
tail fonie choife comedies Greek, Latin, 
or Italian ; thofe tragedies alfo that 
treate of houfhold matters, as Trachi- 
nicz, Alceftis and the like. The next 
remove muft be to the ftudy of Politics : 
to know the beginning, end, and rea~ 
foas of politicall focieties; that they. 
may not in a dangerous fit of the com- 
mon-wealth be fuch poor, fhaken, un- 
certain reeds, of fuch a tottering con- 
fcience,, as many of our great counfel- 
lers have lately ihewn themfelves, but 
fledfaft pillars of the State. After this 
they are to dive into the grounds of law, 
and legall juflice; deliver'd firfl, and 
with belt warrant by Mofes ; and as 
farre as humane prudence can be trufted, 

in 
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in thofe extoird remains of Grecian Law- 
givers, Lycurgus, Solon, Zaleucus, C1m- 
rondas, and thence to all the Romane 
Edifts and tables with their Iuftinian ; 
and fo down to the Saxon and common 
laws of England, and the Statutes. Sun- 
dayes alfo and every evening may be 
now underftandingly fpent in the higheft 
matters of Theology, and Church Hif- 
tory ancient and modern : and ere this 
time the Hebrew tongue at a fet hour 
might have been gain'd, that the Scrip- 
tures may be now read in their own ori- 
ginall ; whereto it would be no impoffi- 
bility to adde the Chaldey, and the 
Syrian dialedh When all thefe employ- 
ments are well conquer'd, then will the 
choife hiftories, heroic perns, and Attic 

tragedies 
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■tragedies of ftatliefl, and moft regal ar- 
gument, with all the famous Political!- 
orations offer themfelyes ; which if they 
were not only read ; but fome of them, 
got by memory, and folemnly pronounc't 
with right accent, and grace, as might 
be taught, would endue them even with 
the fpirit and vigor of Dem&ftbenes or 
Cicero, Euripides, or Sophocles. And 
now laftly will be the time to read with 
them thofe organic arts which inable 
men to difcourfe and write perfpicuouf- 
ly, elegantly, and according to the fitted 
ftile of lofty, mean, or lowly- Logic 
therefore fo much as is ufefull, is to be 
referr'd to this due place withall her well 
coucht heads and Topics, untill it be 
time to open her contracted palm into a 

grace- 
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gracefull and ornate Rhetorick taught' 
out of the rule of Plato, Arijlotle, Pha- 
lereus, Gicerc, ' Hermogenes, Longinus. 
To which Poetry would be made fubfe- 
quent, or indeed rather precedent, as 
being leffe futtle and fine, but more 

fimple, fenfuous, and paflionate. I mean 

• ... 

not here the profody of a verfe, which' 
they could not but have hit on before 
among the rudiments of grammar; bur 
that fublime art which in Arijlotles poe- 
tics, in Horace, and the Italian com-' 
mentaries of Cajielvetro, Tajfo, Maz- 
•zoni, and- others, teaches what the laws 
are of a true Epic poem, what of a Dra- 
matic, what of a Lyric, what decorum 
is, which is the grand matter peece to 
t)bferve. This would make them foon 

perceive 
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"perceive what defpicable . creatures t)Uf 
common rimers and .play-writes be, and 
lhew then}, what Religious, what glo- 
rious and magnificent ufe might be made 
of . Poetry both in divine and humane 
things. From hence and not till now 
will be the right feafon of forming them 
to be able writers and compofers in every 
excellent matter, when they fliall be, 
thus fraught with an univerfall infight, 
into things. Or whether they be to. 
fpeak in Parlament or counfell, honour, 
and attention would be waiting on their, 
lips. There would then alfo appear in 
; pulpits other vifages, other geftures, and 
ftuffe otherwife wrought then what we. 
.now fit under, oft times to as great a 

trial! 
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trial! of out patience as any other that 
they preach to Us. Thefe are the ftudies 
wherein our noble and our gentle youth 
ought to beftow their time in a difci- 
plinary way from twelve to one and 
twenty^ unleffe they rely more upon 
their anceftors -dead, then upon them- 
felves living, In which methodical! 
<courfe it is fo fuppbs'd they muft pro- 
ceed by the fteddy pace of learning on- 
ward, as at convenient times' for memo- 
ries fake to retire back into the middle 
ward, and fometimes into the rear of 
what they have been taught, untill they 
have confirm'd, and folidly united the 
whole body of thtir perfeted knowledge,' 
like the laft embattelling of a Romane* 

legion. 
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legion. Now will be worth' the feeirtg 
what exerjdfes, and what recreations may 
beft agree, and become thefe ftudies. 

THEIR EXERCISE. 

s 

. The coiirfe of ftudy hitherto briefly 
dejferibM, is, what I can guefle by readr 
ing, likeft to thofc ancient and famous 
fchools of Pythagoras, Plato, Jfocrates, 
tAriJlotle, and fuch others, out of which 
were bred up fufch a number of renown-* 
ed Philbfophers, orators,., Hiftorians, 
Poets and Princes all over Greece, Italy, 
and Afia, befides the flourifhing ftudies 
of Cyrene and Alexandria* But herein 
it {hall exceed them, and fupply a defedfc 
as great as that which Plato, noted iri 
the commonwealth of Sparta; whereas 

that 
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that city train 'd up their youth met fc 
warre, and thefe in their Academies and 
Lyceum, all for the gown, this inftitu- 
tion of breeding which I here delineate, 
fliall be equally good both for peace and 
warre. Therefore about an hour and a 
halfe ere they eat at nooa fhoukl be al- 
lowed them for exercife and due *eft 
afterwards : but the time for this may 
be enlarg'd at pleafure, according as 
their rifing in the morning fhall be early. 
The exercife which I commend firft, is 
the exadt ufe of their weapon ; to guard 
and to ftrike fafely with edge, or point; 
this will keep them heaithy, nimble, 
ftrong, and well in "breath, is alfo the 
likeliefl means to make them grow large, 
and tall, :and to infpire them with a gal- 
lant 



j 
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«n# ;&#)*& £<?wage, wfij&h being 

^p^esepft $0 fJt^nj of jt^e fo^tufo ?&d 
^£ti£AP€» #$1 jtuqa iaxv 3 native apd he- 
roic yafcjjr, *nd tfwte Jte#* bate tjhp 
^awyardiie <of dpipg wrong- Tfocy.giy/t 
jfcie ;a1fo jpxa&iz'd in jill 4>s Jpck? sad 

m&vwmt J6o e;scfll, 09^9^4 n^y^ftcn 
:fce ip ^ght to JOWgg^ tp jp»ppje # a&d to 

*£pfo fo$ iki$ perhaps » r UJ Jbe iwygii, 

wksrsw X9 Pf9*:e W$ ieat the.ir fiqglc. 
Sftrei^gth. #he ^t£i;#n of upfw^ating 
; :$b^fejftes regy.kdy, and <^nvenietit reft 
^fctf^ oie^t J3i^y J)ptfo \yit;h .profit apd 
rfl^jght b& .t&keo .up in recr eating and 
tPPWpp&lg $jgir Xiwail'd fj>irits wi$h fo- 
4qp9 .a^4 divine Jignjignies pf ipiufick 

O heard* 
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heard, or learnt ; either while the flrilful 
Organift plies his grave and fancied def- 
cant in lofty fugues, or the whole fym- 
phony with artfull and unimaginable 
touches adorn and grace the well-ftudied 
cords offome choife compofer; fome 
times the Lute, or foft organ flop wait* 
ing on elegant voices either to religious,, 
martiall, or civill ditties; which if wife 
men & prophets be not extremely out r 
have a great power over difpofitions and 
mariners, to fmooth and make them, 
gentle from ruflick harlhnefle and dif-> 
tempered paflions. The like alfo would 
hot be unexpedient after meat to affift 
and cherilh nature in her firft concodtion, 
and fend their mindes backe to ftudy in 
good tune and fatisfadion. Where hav- 

ing 
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ingrfollow'd it clofe under vigilant eyes 
till about two hours befpre (upper, they 
are by a fudden alarum or watch word, 
to be caird put to their military motipns, 
under fkie or covert, according to the 
feafon, as was the Romane wont ; firft 

* 

on foot, then as their age permits, on 
horfe back, to all the art of cavalry ; 
That having in fport, but with much 
•exadtnefle, and dayly mufter, fervM out 
the rudiments of their Souidierfhip in 

. all the fkill of embattailing, marching, 
encamping, fortifying, befeigiiig and 
battering, with all the helps of ancient 
and modern ftratagems, Tadiks and war- 
like maxims, they may as it wpre out 

. of a long warre come forth renowned and 
perfedt Commanders in the fervice of 

- O 2 their 



1 



^Titfir . cotatry. Thfcy would not fcifcci, 
if they tvtrfe^rtiftedwitli fair aftd hope- 
full armies, fuffer tiiem for want xtfyatk 
and wire difcipline to Khfcd £W&y from 
about *tfiem like fick fealJhefs, thiragti 
they be never fo oft fuppfiM; tSiey would 
; not fuffer their empty and unitcrtrribie 
Colonells of twenty men in a .company, 
to quaffe *out, jor convay .iffto fetret 
hoards, the wages of a (Moftve lift, and 
a fniferable remnant : y£t in the meaa 
'While to bfe overmaftef*d with a fedre or 
two^f drunkards, the only feul&iery idft 
about them, .or elfe to comply with all 
rapines and violences. No, certainly, if 
they knew ought :of that knowledge that 
belongs to good men or good gover- 
iiours, they wp^ld.notfuflfer'thdfeflimgfi. 

Eur 
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But'to return tp our own inftityte, Be*- 
ftdps thde, Qonftapt ex^rcifes a^ hom^ 
there i$ another opportunity of gaining, 
experience to he won from pleafure itfelfe- 
abroad; In th<pfe vernal feafons of the 
yeer, whsa the air is cairn and' pkafaat^ 
k were an injury and fullennefle againft 
flatute not tQ go out, and fee her riohes^ 
and partake in her rejoycing with heaven* 
and eartht I fhpuld not therefore be a 
perfwader to* them of ftudying ipuch 
then, after twa or three yeer that they 
have well kid th^ir grounds^ but to tide 
out in companies with prudent and (laid 
guides, toall the quarter? of the land ;- 

teaming and observing all places q£ 
foength* all ppmropdities of building, 
*Qd irf Ml* fte town? a»d tillage^ har~ 
^ .- O $ hours* 
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bours and ports for trade. Somtimes 
taking fea as farre as to our navy; to 
learn there alfo what they can in the 
pra&jcall knowledge of failing and of 
fea fight. Thefe wayes would trie all 
their peculiar gifts of nature, and if there 
were any fecret excellence among them, 
would fetch it out, and give it fair op- 
portunities to advance it felfe by, which 
could not but mightily redound to the 
good of this nation, and bring into fa- 
fhion again thofe old admired vertues 

« M " 

I 

and excellencies, with farre more advan- 
tage now in this puritie of Chriftian 
knowledge. Nor fhall we then need the 
Monjteurs of Paris to take our hopefull 
youth into thir flight and prodigall cufto- 
dies* and fend them over back again tranf- 

form'd 
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form'd into mimics, apes & Kicfhoes. 
But if they defire to fee other countries at 
three or four and twenty yeers of age, 
not to learn principles, but to enlarge 
experience, and make wife obfervation, 
they* will by that time be fuch as fliall 
deferve the .regard and honour of all 
men where they pafle, and the fociety 
and friendfhip of thofe in all places who 
are beft and moft eminent. And per- 
haps then other nations will be glad to 
vifitus for their breeding, or.elfe to imi- 
tate us in their own country, 
• Now laftly for their diet there cannot 
be much to fay,* fave only that it would 
be beft • in the fame houfe ; for much 
time elfe would be loft abroad, and many 
ill habits got ; and that it fhould be plain, 

O 4 healthfull, 
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healthful}, and moderate I fuppdfe i* 
out of contr6Terfic Thttt Mfiftef //*W*- 
//A, yott hare a generall tie* Ifr ijlrfitlftg^ 
^td your defire was, of tBaf which nt ftve-* 
rdll titties I had difceurft With jftti <k»- 
cetnlng the belt and Nebldl Vr#f i& 
Educaticfo; ncfcbegtoiritig* a*&m« &&V*< 

done fforfi the cradle* wHlfch y*t fiiight 
be Wdrth fciatty fcofilkteratlcfta, if bftivity 
Had not beanrhV fedpe* ffiariy §thtf • elf* 
cUmflaftces alfo I ebuld Mti hieation'd* 
but this to ftich as hfcvi the Wfctth in 
them to make triall* ftrf light afld diret^ 
tion may be aiibUgtL Ohly I belteve- 

that this is nt)t a box* f<tf evtfy man te 

flidot irt that couhts hitafelfe * tttehef J. 
but Will rtqiiire fineWi altti&ft <*§lfel! H> 
theft Whith Hotfaer gav* Ulyfl**> ytt I 

am 
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am- withall perfwaded that it may prove* 
much more eafie in the aflay, then it 
now feems at diftance v and much more 
iiiuftrious : howbeit not more -difficult* 
then I imagine, and that imagination; 
prefents me with nothing but very happy 
and very poffible according to beft wifh- 
es ; if God have fo decreed, and this age 
have fpirit and capacity anough to* ag- 
prehend. • 
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3» ft E F A C i, 
8y Mr. THOMSON 

* f THH £*& E it no tieed«f a 4Ptae&oe ip 
TOowMaerad tkm adaakubie de&aoe 
arf *be fcejft <rf k«ma« rigifafcs, to any odc 
^4to tats ever focwtl i&f jfee sneraraMoEr- 
Tew.: and k is impaffifade «i» .p4tt>&aee 
*keffl«: wgti&iBfJft, or to isx ^hemm^ 
smote -OT^iHcbg, am&e&ttig ligkt- 

Is it ptffflble ^hat-owf free-feara £oi- 

--ton/Wb© k oaps&ie rf «foirik*i|g, can ever 

3©fe all dfeirfeifitf rc&tgkm .• a«fl wiztae, xand 

-.of i&e.^igmty **tf iia«i«atOT8»»;;«rfiT(*h 

% degree^ as to wifh ibr skat waiverfiil 

•Egneraoct, BaiSaidfe, - \arad Ifaitfaaxity., 

.againft 
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againft which the abfolute Freedom of 
the Prefs is the only Prefervative ? For 
what elfe fpreads light, or diffufes know- 
ledge through the world ? But it feems, 
as a fenfe of the value of health is fome- 
times loft in the midft of its full enjoy* 
ment ; fo men, through a habit of liber- 
ty, may become infenfible of its inefti- 
mable worth : otherwife would not every 
one awake, roufe himfelf, and fay, when 
the moft dear and valuable of all the 

* 

privileges, that government is defigned 
to protedt, is menaced, " That he will 
" fooner part with life itfelf than with 
" that liberty without which life is not 
worth the having : that he will fooner 
fuffer his eyes to be put out, than his 
underftanding to , be extinguifhed. ,, 
2 We 






I 

I 
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We are told in hiftory of a * people 

that, after they had T)een inured to fla* 

very, were in a panick fear, when their . 

liberty was offered to them. And this 

terrible effedt of flavery ought to make 

■ i 
every lover of mankind tremble at the 

thoughts of any fteps or approaches to*. 

wards the diminution of liberty. " For 

" without it, as Homer has told us. 

€C men foon ceafe to be men : they fooit 

" ceafe to be rational creatures." 

Now without the abfolute unbounded 

freedom of writing and publifhing, there 

is no liberty ; no fhadow of it : it is an 

empty found. For what can Liberty 

mean, if it does not mean, the Liberty 

of exercifing, improving, and informing 

* The Cappadocians, 

our 



mierfasufogi? * A people fe**e 

" Aita*/ 9 fittd * iwrfy good ki©g# 4^ 
Eflgtari* *' whe» riwy are f«e a* <&**£** 
***sfae. Wfett i* it dta jntfaes * ^ity, 
**(fiud die good Ateri*, tpoet, wtafe 

<*<fceteft«f£aBfts) it ** not waifc Md 
** buildings ; no, «t is &O0g ^dfriiagi 
"7* by Men ; by mn, *fc* k^r t&ea*- 
«* fetos la i* **e<i* Jttd h»#$ &kgbk 
" notion <*f d*e <&ga*<?r «f tovrnw «*- 
*****«*: ;by«*Q, nosbp &i0W#rJ»ftt it is 
^,i£U«ae that cxate ihmi abw? &** 
"Vbmtos* Cm we be eiftter -#**#<» 

jfad *c*a «&e jfa*Ke jfauwdt^gfr # m& 

dare 



^ * 
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*ejitfe toe ff ceiy ftudy, and as freely earn* 

- rniinic&te tfee.frum of their ftudies? 
"Whir is it tfcat dtftfnguiihcs human ibr 
<:icty fram a kruti& hard, but the ftou* 
*iihtng of the Arts Mid Sciences, the free 
pxcx&fa of Wit and Jteafon ? What can 
government moan, t&tead, or produce, 
that t* worthy of man, or beneficial to 
him, as he is a rational creature, befides 
Wifdom, Knowledge, Virtue, and 
Science ? I* it merely indeed th^t we 
may eat, drink, ileep, fing, and dance, 
-"tfrith fecurity, that we chopfe gover- 
^oours, fubjed ourfelves tp their ad mi- 
juftration > and pay taxes? Tike away 
- ifce Arts, Religion, Knowledge, Vertue, fc 
-(all of which muft flourifli, or finjk to- 
other) tad* in the name of goodnefs, 

• y P what 
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what is left to us that is worth enjoy irtg^ 
or protse&ing? 'Yet take away the -Li- 
berty of the prefs, and we are 'all at 
once ftript of -the »ufe of our nobleft fa- - 
culties : our fouls themfelves are impri- 
soned in a dark dungeon : we may breathe, 
.but we cannot be faid to live. 

If the end of governors and govern- 
ment is not to diffufe with a liberal un- 
fparing -equal hand, true rational happi- 
nefs ; but to make the bulk of mankind 
beafts of burden, that a few may wallow 
in brutifh pleafures : then it is confif- 
tent politicks to root out the defire and 
love of Light and Knowledge. Certain 
Scythian flaves, that they niight work 
the harder, had only their eyes deftroy- 
<ed. But to extinguish human ,under- 

Handing, 
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ftanding, and eftablifh a kingdom of 
tiarknefs, is juft fo far more barbarous 
than even that mtmftrous cruelty, as the 
mind excels the body ; or as underftand- 
ing and reafon are fuperior to fenfe. 
Cardinal Richlieu fays, in his Political 
Teftament, " That fubjedts with know* 
** ledge, fenfe, and reafon, are as mon- 
** ftrous as a beaft with hundreds of eyes 
* would be* ; arid that fuch a beaft will 
** never bear its burden peaceably w 
** Whence he infers, it is impoffible to 
44 promote defpotick power, while learnt 
" ing is encouraged and extended. The 
u people muft be hood-winked, or ra- 
u ther blinded, if one would have them 
u tame and patient drudges* In fliort, 
u you mlTft treat them every way like - 

P z " pack- 



<c pfcte-fcorfes or jA&oles> ftot excepting 
« the bells about tkdn lfccks, \yhieh bf 
'*? they perpetual jingling may be of ufe 
**to drov^n their cafe*." N$w this is 
plain dealing, and confident politicks 
But to talk of Liberty and Free Govern- 
ment, Publick Good and Rational Hap* 
pinefe, as requiring limitations on the 
Prefs; and Licenfets of books, is as ab* 
furd as to ipeak of liberty in a dungeon 
with chains on every limb, Hobbes too 
was confiftent with himfelf, and advifes 
thofe who aim at abfolute dominion, x» 
deftroy all the antient Greek and Latin 
authors,; 'becaufe, if thofe are read, 
Principles' of Liberty, artd juft Senti- 
ments of thus Dignity aftd Rights of Man- 
kind rnuft be imhib'd. But can there be 

more 
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more glaring bare-faced nohfenfe tfcaig 
tb &y> « That the very fuppo*t of a free 1 
u constitution requires the Exttn<5Uea of 
* the Prefs f that is, the Extin&ion of 
the ohly Means of knowing what we 
are as Men and Chriftians; what our 
natures are capable of; what is our juft 
happinefs, and how we ought to b6 
treated by our governors ; that is, by 
thofe Whom we have entrufted with the 
management of our interefts and con- 

s. 

cerns t 

I hope it will never be this nation's 
misfortune to fall into the hands of aft 
admlniftratkm that do net from $eir 
fouls abhor any thing that has but the 
temoteft tendency -towards the tredtioji of 
a new and arbitrary jurifdkffcien over the 

P 3 prefs: 
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prefs : or can other wife look upon /any. 
attempt that way, than as the greatest 
impiety, the cruel left, the wickedeft, the 
moft irreligious thing that can be ima- 
gined. Would it not be facrilegioufly 
robbing God of the only worfhip he de- 
lights in, " the worflrip of the heart and 
u underftanding ?" Can there be Reli- 
gionojj^irtue without Reafon, Thought, 
and Choice ? Or can Reafon, Think- 
ing, Knowledge, and Choice, fubfift 
without the only conceivable means of 
making men wife and and underftanding, 
rational, and virtuous? What is the 
Jkingdpm of Christ ? doth not our Sa- 
viour delight in calling it Light, and a 
Kingdom of Light ? And what did he 
come to deftroy but the kingdom of 

darknefs ? 




* daifcBcfs*? And <&t\ tfeere be.a kingdom 
, 0f -light,. without the liberty,- the yn^ 
- conftrained liberty, of diffufing light and 
knowledge? What is the Reformatio^ 
or what does it mean, but the Liberty, 
the abfolute and perfedt Liberty pf cor- 
recting and* refuting errors, : and of un- 
deceiving mankind •? What is it that we 
.call Protestantism, but a- refolution 
iiedfaftly and undauntedly to oppofc all 
encroachments : upon rational Liberty, 
the Liberty of the judgment. and under- 
itanding*; and to maintain it as our moft 
valuable treafuse, our greateft and no- 
bkft privilege, in companion of which, 
all other -rights are- mean , a&d trifling, 
#nd hardly deferve; the name of bleffings 
ifljicj advantages? A free Protectant 
• . P 4 Country, 



Country^ without the Liberty tf tilt 
Prefs, is a contradiction in terms £ jt hi 
free flavery, or inchamed Liberty. Light 
and Darknefs are not more oppftftte than 
Liberty and the Deprivation of th* 
means of being rational. 

Who, that loVes mankind, is ndi 
forry that any thing is ever publifhed 
tending to confound men*s underftaikU 
'ing, miflead their judgments, or depravfc 
their morals ? But is there any more 
likely method for fenfe to prevail agahift. 
abfurdities, than leaving her at fc&. li- 
berty to paint them in their native cO«* 
lours ? Can truth be better armed agaitrifc 
error than with the mighty blade of 
xmcontrouled Reafon ? Or virtue more 
furely triumph over immorality* than fe»^ 

the 
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t&e v^wous execution of the truly 1 
whokibme towtpurpofety framed for her 
fupport? 

I hate att calumny tndxtefomation, a* 
1 hate die corruption of heart, from 
which alone it can proceed ; and do with 
the utmoft aeaJ deteft thofe prophaner*. 
of Liberty, who pretending to be friend* 
to it, have recourfe to fuch black dia* 
bolical methods. But I take thfc law* ' 
already in force amotigft tft to be a more 
than fuffident prefervative (at leaft as- 
far a* hurrYan prudence i* able to pn> 
vide) againft all the abufrve oVert*adh I. 
am now ^xprefing toy abhorrence of r~ 
and as fuch we have reafcd to efteem* 
them very valuable fecurities erf our Li- 
ittties and reputations; But becaufe' 

wicked 
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Wicked things are publiih'd muft there 
be no publifliing ? 1 know it is objected 
that there is a medium between an ab- 
ifolyte Liberty of the Prefs, and an &b-» 
folute r Suppr6ffion ;of ki Which I ad- 
mit; but y^t aver the mediUm^by which 
either Licenfing or notluog at all i* 
meant) is far worfe on all accounts than 
either extreme* For though we are in* 
deed told, that Licenfers wduld ferve us 
with wholefome goods, feed us with food 
convenient for us, and only prevent th* 
diftribution of poifon; fure fuch cant 
was. never meant to impofe on any, but 
£ hofe who are afleep, and cannot fee one 
inch before them. Let .no True Briton 
-therefore be deceived by fuch fallacious 
fpeeches,- but cpnfifler the peceffary co$- 

fequences 
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Sequences which mull follow* and he 
will fopn find that it is as the rflattering 
language of the ftrange woman [in the 
book of Proverbs] who with • her fair 
fmooth tongue, beguileth the fimple, 
and leadeth them as an ox to the flaugh- 
ter. That plaufible and deceitful lan- 
guage leadeth indeed into the chambers 
of darknefs and death. But this fubjed 
is fully handled in the excellent Treatife 
fubjoin'd. I will only propofe to the 
consideration of all lovers of Religion, 
Virtue, Science, and Mankind, the few 
following queries ; and every one ought 
jnethinks te propofe them to himfelf 
every day of. his life, as making a fun- 
damental Catechifm. For if the truths, 
•which thefe contain, are not fundamen- 
tal, 



H 
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tal, man is not a man, but a beaft ; re* 
ligion and virtue ate empty names. * - 

1. What hour mo£ valuable part,' 
or what is it that maketh us capable of 
Religion, Virtue, and rational Happi* 
hefs ? Is it not our Reafon or Under- 
ftanding? 

2. What then h the nobleft privilege 
that belongs to imtn ? Is it not the free! 
fixercife of his Underftanding, the fulfc 
ufe of aH the means of advancing hi 
Virtue and Knowledge ? ' 

3. What is it then that is, and muft 
be, the chief end of government to en- 
courage and promote ? Is It not Know* 
ledge, Virtue, and Religion f 

' 4. And can Knowledge, Virtue, 0^ 

Religion, be promoted, if the onlymeafls* 

' 4 of 
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of promoting them are taken away? For 
what are the means of promoting them, 
but the liberty of writing and publifli- 
ing, without running any rifque but 
that of being refuted or ridiculed, where 
any thing advanced chances to labour 
under the juft imputation of falfhood or 
abfurdity ? 



C a^S- J 



ARE PAG I? LC A; 

A SPEECH of Mr. John Milton, 
for theXiberty of ualicenc'd Printing. 



*TPHEY who. to States and Cover- 
nours of the Commonwealth .direct 
their Speech, High Court of Parlament, 
or wanting fuch acceffe in a private con- 
dition, write that which they forefee 
may advance the pubiick good; I fup-> 
pofe them as . at the beginning of no 
raeane endeavour, . not a little alter'd 
and mov'd .inwardly in their mindes,: 
Some with.. doubt of what will be the 
fucceffe, others with feare ,of what will 
ibe vthe cenfure j fome with hope, others 

with 



i 
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with confidence of what they have to 
fpeakc. And me perhaps ^ach of thefc 
difpofitions, as the iubjeft was whereon 
1 enter'd, may have at other times va- 
rioufly afiedfcecL; and likely might in 
thefe formoft expreffions now alfo dif- 
-elofe which of them fway'd moft, but 

- that > the very attempt of this addreffc 
<- thus made, and the thought of whom it 

hath recourfe to, hath got the pawtt 
wkhki me to a paffion, farre mote wriU 
come then incidentalL to a . Preface* 
Which though I flay not to confefle «& 

- any afke, I fhail be bhxneleflb, j if it fee 
no other, then the joy and gratulation 
which it brings to all who wifh and pnfr 
mote their Countries liberty; whereof 
this whole difcourfe proposed will be a 

sertaine 



c^rtalne teftimony, if pot a Trophey. 
For. this is not the liberty which wee can 
hope, that no grievance evfcr fliould arife 
in the ComnjQnwealth, that let no man 
in this . World expe<ft ; but when com- 
plaints are freely heard, deeply confi- 
<kr'd, and fpeedily reform'd, then is the 
utmoft boiipd of civill liberty attain'd, 
that wife men . looke for* To which if 
I now n^anifeft by the very found of this 
which I fliall utter, that wee are already 
in good part arriv'd, and yet from fucli 
a fteepe difadvantage of tyranny and fu- 
pejrftition grounded into our principles 
as was beyond the manhood of a Roman 
Recovery, it will bee attributed firft, as 
is molt due, to the ftrong affiftance of 
God our deli verer, next to your faithfull 

Q^ guidance 
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guidance and undaunted Wifdome, Lords 
and Commons of England. Neither is it 
in God's efteeme the diminution of his 

» • 

glory, when honourable things are fpo- 
ken of good men and worthy Magis- 
trates ; which if I now firft fhould begin 
to doe, after fo fair a progrefie of your 
laudable deeds, and fuch a long oblige- 
ment upon the whole Realme to your 
indefatigable vertues, I might be juflly 
reckn'd among the tardieft, and unwil- 
lingeft of them that praife yee. Never- 
theleffe there being three principall 
things, without which' all praifing is but 
courtfhip and flattery, Firft, when that 
only is prais'd which is folidly worth 
praife : next when greateft likelihoods 
are brought that fuch things are truly 

and 
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and really in thofe perfons to whom they 
are afcrib'd; the other, when he who 
praifes, by {hewing that fuch his adtuall 
perfwafion is of whom he writes, can de- 
monfirate that he flatters not ; the for- 
mer two of thefe I have heretofore en- 
deavour'd, refcuing the employment 
from, him who went about to impaire 
your merits with a triviall and malignant 
Encomium ; the latter as belonging chiefly 
to piine owne acquittall, that whom I fo 
•extoll'd I did . not .flatter, hath been re- 
ferv'd opportunely to this occafion. For 
he who freely magnifies what hath been 
aobly done, and fears not to declare as 
freely what might be done better, gives 
ye the belt cov'nant of his. fidelity ; and 
-that his loyaleft affe&ion and his hope 

Q^2 waits 
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waits on yoiir proceedings, 'His higheft 

praiiing is not flattery, and his pkineft 

advice is a kinde of praiiing ; for though 

I fhouta affirme and hold 'by argument, 

ihat it would fare better with truth, 

with learning, and the Commonwealth, 

if one of yo\ir pubSfht Orders which I 

fhould nkme, ware callM in, 'yet at the 

fame time it could not but much redoutid 

to the luflre of your milde and equall 

Government, whea as private perfofis 

are hereby animated to thtnke-ye better 

pleksM with pubttdc advice, then other 

ftatifls have <been delighted heretofore 

with publkke flattery. And men will 

then fee what difference there is between 

the magnanimity 'of a trienniall Parla- 

ment, and that jealous hautineffe of Pre- 

x lates 



C «9 J 
laces arid cabin Counfellours that ufurpt 
of late, when as they (hall obferve yee 
in the nridd'fl: of your Viftoriea and fuo 
cefles, more gently brooking writt'n ex*- 
ceptions againit a voted Order* then other 
Courts, which had product nothing; 
worth memory but the weake oJJeatation 
of wealth, would, have endur'd the leafl: 
fignifi'd diflike at any fudden Prockma- 
tion. If I ihould thus farre prefume 
upon the meek demeanour of your eivill 
and gentle greatneffe, Lords and Com* 
mons* as what your puWiflat Order hath 
directly fakU that ta gpinfay, I might 
defend my felfe with eafe,. if any ftiould 
accufe me of being new or infoient, dki 
they but know how much better I find 
ye eftecm it to imitate the old and ele- 

0,3 ganfi- 
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gant humanity of Greece, then the bar- 
barick pride of a Hunnijh and Norwegian 
Aatelines^ And out of thofe ages, to 
whofe polite wifdom and letters we ow 
that we are not yet Gothes and Jut~ 
landers, I could name him who from his 
private houfe wrote that difeourfe to the 
Parlament of Atbens y that perfwades 
them to change the forme of Democracy 
which was then eftablifht. Such honour 
was done in thofe dayes to. men who 
profeft the ftudy of wifdome and elo- 
quence, not only in their awn Country, 
but in other Lands, that Cities and Sir 
niories heard them gladly, and with 
great refpeft, if they had ought in pub- 
lick to admonifli the State. Thus did 
Dion Prufaus a ftranger and a privat Ora- 

tor 
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» 

tor counfell the Rhodium againft a former 
eduft : and I abound with other like ex- 

* * • 

atnples, which to fet heer would be fu- 
perfluous- . But if from the induftry of 
a life wholly dedicated to ftudious la- 
bours, and -thofe naturall endowment* 
haply not the worfl: for two and fifty de~ 
grees of northern latitude,, fo much 
muft be derogated, as to count me not 
equall' to any of thofe who had thi& 
priviledgc, I would obtain to be thought 
not fo inferior, as your felves are fuperior 
to the mod of them who receiv'd their 
counfell: and how fane you excell 
them, be affur'd, Lords and Commons,, 
there can -no greater teftimony appear,, 
then when your prudent fpirit acknow- 
ledges and obeyes the voice of reafon 

Q^4 from. 
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from what quarter foever k be heaid 
fpeaking ; and renders ye as williag ta 
repeal any Aft of your own fetting forth* 
as any fet forth 'by your Predecefibrs* 

If ye be thus refolv'd* as it were in- 
jury to thinke ye were not, I know not 
what (hould withhold me from prefentv 
ing ye with a fit inftance wherein to fliew 
both that love of truth which ye emi- 
nently profefle > and that uprightnefie of 
your judgement which is not wont ta 
be partiall to your felves ;, by judging 
over again that Order which ye have or- 
dain'd to regulate Printing., ¥hat no Book> 
pamphlet, or paper Jball be henceforth 
Printed > unlejfe the fame be jirft approved 
and licenc't by fuch 9 Or at leaft one of 
fuch as lhall be thereto appointed* For 

that 
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tfiat part which preferves juffly every 
mans Copy to himfelfe, or provides for 
the poor,. I touch not, only wifli they 
be not made pretenfes to abufe and per- 
fecute honeft and painfull Men, who* 
offend- not in. either of thefe- particulars*. 
But that other claufe of Licencing; 
Books* which we thought had dy*d with 
his brother quadragefimal and' matrimonial 
when the Prelats expired* I flia-11 now at- 
tend wkh fueh* a Homily, as fhall lay be- 
fore ye, firft the inventors of it to bee* 
thofe whom ye will be loath to- own ^ 
next what k to- be thought in generall of 
reading, whatever fort the Books be;, 
and that this Order avails nothing to the 
fuppreflirig of fcandalous, feditious,' and 
Hbellous Books, which were mainly in- 
tended 
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tended to be fuppreft. Laft, that it will 
be primely to the difcouragement of all 
learning, and the flop of Truth, not 
only by difexercifing and blunting our 
abilities in what we know already, but 
by hindring and cropping the difcovery 
that might bee yet further made both ia 
religious and civill Wifdome- 

I deny not, but that it is of greateft 
concernment in the Church and Com- 
monwealth, to have a vigilant eye how 
Bookes demeane themfelyes as well as 
men ; and thereafter to confine,, inipri- 
fon, and do fharpeft juflice on them as 
malefa&ors ; Far Books are not abfo- 
lutely dead things, but doe contain a 
pot€ncie of life in them to be as adtive 
as that foule was whofe. progeny they 

are; 
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are j nay they do preferve as ia a. violt 
the pureft eflicacie and extraction of 
that living intellect that bred them. I 
know they are as lively* and as vigo- 
roufly produ&ive* as thofe fabulous 
Dragons teeth ; and being fown up and 
down* may chance to fpring up armed 
men. And yet on the other hand* un- 
lefle warinefle be usM* as good almoft 
kill a man as kill a good Book; who 
kills a Man kills a reafonable creature* 
God's image ; but hee who deftroyes a 
good Booke, kills reafon itfelf* kills the 
image of God, as it were in the eye. 
Many a man lives aburden to theEarth \ 
but a good Booke is the pretious life- 
blood of a matter fpirit, imbalm'd and 
treafur'd up on purpofe to a life beyond 

life. 
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life, 'Tis true, no age can reftore a life, 
whereof perhaps there is no great lofie ; 
and revolutions of ages doe not oft re- 
cover the lofle of a rejected truth, for 
the want of which whole Nations fare 
the worfe. We fhould be wary there- 
fore what perfecution we raife againft 
the living labours of publick men, how 
we fpill that feafon'd life of man pre. 
ferv'd and ftor'd up in Books ; fince we 
fee a kinde of homicide may be thu* 
committed, fometimes a martyrdome, 
and if it extend to the whole impreffion^ 
a kinde of maflacre, whereof the execu- 
tion ends not in the flaying of an elemen- 
tal! life, but ftrikes at that ethereall and 
fift eflence, the breath of reafon it felfe, 
flaies an immortality rather -than a life* 

But 
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But 'leftl* Jha«kl l be coadtmb'd of. intro* 
duc«iglicenc€yvMfhHe loppofe Liceafing, 
I refufe .aot the p&ines to be fo much 
Historical!, as Will :ferye f to'fhew what 
h^th'bee^doae [by ancient and famous 
Commonwealths, agaiaft this diforder, 
till the very time that this project of li- 
cencing crept ei|t of the <I$quiftti<>q 9 was 
catcht up by our prelates, and hath 
caught foaie of* our Presbyters. 

la Athens where Books and Wits were 
era: bufier then in aijy other part of 
Create j I findekut only two farts of writ- 
ings which the Magistrate cartt to take 
notice of; thofe either blafphemous and 
-Atheifticall, or* libellous. Thus the 
jfooks of Protagoras were* by the ludges 
of Areopagus commanded to be burnt, 

and 
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and Hmfclfe banilht the territory For i 
-difcourfe begun with his confeffing not 
to know whether there were gods, vr whe- 
ther not : And againft defaming, it was 
decreed that none fhould be traduc'd by 
name, as was the manner of Vetus Coma- 
-dia y whereby we may guefle how they 
cenfur'd libelling : »and this courfe was 
quick enough, as Cicero writes, -to quell 
both the defperate wits of other Atheifts, 
and the open way of defaming, as the 
■event fhew'd. Of other k&s and opi- 
nions though tending to voluptuoufneffe, 
and the denying of divine providence 
they toofce ao heed. Therefore we do 
not read that either Epicurus, or that li- 
bertine fchool of Cyrene> or what the 
Cynick impudence utter'd, Was ever quef- 

tion'd 
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tlon'd by the Laws, Neither is it re- 
corded that the writings of thofe old 
Comedian's were fuppreft, though the 
aft'ing of them were forbid ; and that 
Plato commended the reading of Arif- 
tophanes the loofeft of them all, to his 
royall fcholler Dionyjius, is commonly 
known and may be excus'd, if holy 
Cbryfoftome, as is reported, nightly flu- 

died fo much the fame Author and had 
•' . » 

the art to cleanfe a fctirrilous vehe- 
mence into the flile of a roufing Sermon, 
That other leading City of Greece, Lace- 
damori 9 -confidering that Lycurgus their 
Law-giver wis fo addidted to elegant 
learning, as to liave been the firft that 
brought out oijonia the fcatter'd workes 
e£ Homer, and fent the Poet T hales from 

Creet 
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Creet to prepare and mollifiethe Spartan 
furlineffe with his fmooth fongs and 
odes, the better to plant among thern 
law aad civility, it is to be wonder'd how 
xnufeleffe and unbooktfh they were, 
mindipg nought bjut the feats of Warre. 
There needed no licencing of Books 
among, them for they dillik'd all, but 
their owne Lqconick Apothegms* and took 
4 flight occafion to chafe Archilochus out 
of their city, perhaps for . composing iji 
a higher ftraine then their owne fouldierly 
JbalUts and roundels could reach to : or 
if it were for his broad verfes, they 
:were not therein fo cautjpus, but they 
were as diffolute in their promifcuous ■ 
<conyerfiog; whence Euripides afiirmes | 
in Andromache, that their women were 

all 
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all tmchafte. Thus much may give us 
light after what fort of Bookes ; were 
prohibited among the Greeks. The 
Romans alfo for many ages train'd up 
only to a military roughnes, refembling 
moft the Lacedemonian guile, knew of 
learning little but what their twelve 
Tables, and the Pontifick College with 
their Augurs and Flamins taught them in 
Religion and Law, fo unacquainted with 
other learning, that when Cameades and 
Critolaus, with the Stoic k Diogenes com- 
ming Embafladors to Rome, tooke there- 
by occasion to give the City a taft of 
their Philofofhy, they were fufpedfced 
for feducers by no leflc a man then Cato 
the Cenfor, who mov'd it in the Senat to 
dilnuffe them fpeedily, and to banifh all 

R fuch 
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Such. At tick bablers out of Italy-. But 
Scipio and others of the nobleft Senators 
withftood him and his old Sabin aufteri- 
ty : honour'd and admir'd the men ; arid 
the Cenfor himfelf at laft in his old age 
fell to the ftudy of that whereof before 
hee was fo fcrupulous. And yet at the 
fame time Favius and Phut us the firft 
JLatine comedians had fill'd the City with 
all the borrow'd Scenes of Menandtr and 
Philemon* Then began to be confider'd 
there alfo what was to be don to libel- 
lous books and Authors; for Navius was 

quickly caft into prifon for his unbridl'd 

* 

pen, and releas'd by the tribunes upoa 
his recantation : We read alfo that libels 
were burnt, and the makers puniiht by 
Jhtgufius. The like feverity no doubt 

was 
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was us*d if ought were inipioufly writt'n 
againft their efteemed gods. Except in 
thefe two points, how the world went in 
Books, the Magiftrat kept no reck* 
ning. And therefore Lucretius without 
Impeachment verfifies his Epicurifm to 
MemmiuS) and had the honour to be (et 
forth the fecond time by Cicero fo great 
a father of the Commonwealth ; although 
hijnfelfe difputes againfl: that opinion in 
his own writings. Nor was the Satyri- 
call iharpneffe, or naked plainnes of 
Luciliusy or Catullus, or Flaccus, by any 
order prohibited. And for matters of 
State, the ftory of Titus Livius, though 
it extoird that part which Pompey held, 
was not therefore fuppreft by Oftavius 
Cafar of the other Fa&ion. But that 

R 2 Nafo 
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Nafo was by him baniflit in his old age, 
for the Wanton Poems of his youth, was 
but a meer covert of State over fome 
fecret caufe : and befides, the Books 
were neither baniflit nor call'd in. From 

« 

hence we flxall meet with little elfe 
but tyranny in the Roman Empire, that 
we may not marvell, if not fo often 
bad, as good Books wereiilenc't. IlhaU 
therefore deem to have bin large 
anough in producing what among the 
ancients was punifhable to write, fave 
only which, all other arguments were 
free to treat on. 

By this time the Emperors were be- 
come Chriftians, whofe difcipline in this 
point I doe not finde to have bin more 
fevere then what was formerly in prac- 
tice. 
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tice. The Books of thofe whom they 

took to be grand Hereticks were exa- 
min'd, refuted, and condemn'd in the 
generall Councels ; and not till then were 
prohibited, or burnt by autority of the 
Emperor. As for the writings of Hea- 
then authors, unlefle they were plaine 
invedfcives . againft Chriftianity, as thofe 
of Porphyrius and Prcclusythcy met with 
no interdift that can be cited, till about 
the year 400, in a Carthaginian Councel, 
wherein Bilhops themfelves were forbid 
to read the Books of Gentiles, but Here- 
fies they might read : while others long 
before them on the contrary fcrupl'd 
more the Books of Hereticks, then of 
Qentiles. And that the primitive Coun- 
cels and Bifliops were wont only to de- 

R 3 clare 
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Clare what Books were not commenda- 
ble, paffing no furder, but leaving it to 
each ones confcience to read or to lay 
by, till after the yeare 800, is obferv'd 
already by Padre Paolo the great un- 
malker of the Trentine Councel. After- 
which time the Popes of Rome engrofling 
what they pleas'd of Politicall rule into 
their owne hands, extended their domi- 
nion over mens eyes, as they had before 4 
over their judgements, burning and pro- 
hibiting to be read, what th^y fanfied 
not ; yet fparing in their cenfures > and 
the Books not many which they fo dealt 
with : t\\V Martin the 5. by his Bull not' 
only prohibited, but Was the firft that 
excommunicated the reading of hereti- 
call Books ; for about that time Wickhf 

1. - and 
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jmd Hujfe growing terrible, were they, 
who firft drove the Papall Court to a 
ftri&er policy of prohibiting. Which 
coursLtf* the 10, and his fucceflbrs fol- 
low'd, until! the Councell of Trent,, and 
the Spanifh Inquifition engendring to- 
gether brought forth, or perfetcd thofe 
Catalogues, and expurging Indexes that 
rake through the entrails of many an old 
good Author, with a violation wors then 
any could be offered to his tomb. Nor 
did they ftay in matters Heretical!, but 
any fubjeft that was not to their palat, 
they either condemn'd in a prohibition, 
or had it ftrait into the new Purgatory of 
an Index. To fill /up the meafure of 
encroachment, their laft invention was 
jo ordain that no Book, pamphlet, or 

R 4 paper 



[. 24« 3 
paper (hould be Printed (as if S, Peter 
had bequeathed them the keys of the 
Prefle alfo out of Paradife) unlefle it 
were approved and licenc't under the 
hands of % or 3 glutton Friers. For ex- 
ample; 

Let the Chancellor CM be pleas'd to 
fee if in this prefent work be con- 
tained ought that may withftand 
the Printing, 

Vincent Rabat t a Vicar of Florence* 

< I have feen this prefent work, and 

find nothing athwart the Catholick 

faith and good manners : In wit- 

nefle whereof I have given, &c. 

Nicoto Cini Chancellor of Florence* 

Attending 
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Attending the precedent relation, it is 
allowed that this prefent work of 
Davanzati may be Printed, 

Vincent Rabatta, &c. 
It may be printed, July 15, 

Frior Simon Mompei d' Amelia Chan- 
cellor of the holy . office in Flo* 
rence. 

Sure they have a conceit, if he of the 
bottomlefie pit had not long fince broke 
prifon, that this quadruple exorcifm 
would barre him down, I feare their 
next defigne will be to get into their 
cuftody the licencing of that which they 
fay * Claudius intended, but went not 

* Quo veniam daret flatum crepitumque 
ventris in convivio enrittendi. Sueton. in 
Claudio. 

through 
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through with. Voutfafe to fee another 
of their forms the Roman ftamp i 

Imprimatur, If it feem good to the re- 
verend Matter of the holy Palace, 
Belcajiro Vicegerent* 
* Imprimatur, 

fnzxNicoIbRadolpbi Mafter 
of the holy Palace* 
Sometimes 5 Imprimaturs are feen to- 
gether dialogue-wife in the Piatza of one 
Title page, complementing and ducking 
each to other with their fliav'n reve- 
rences, whether the Author, who ftands. 
by in perplexity at the foot of his Epif- 
tle, fhall to the Preffe or to the fpunge* 
Thefe are the pretty refponfories, thefe 
are the deare Antiphonies that fo be- 
wicht of late our Prelats, and their Chap r 
<z • bines 
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laines with the goodly Eccho they made p 
and befotted us to the gay imitation of a 
lordly Imprimatur, one from Lambeth 
houfe, another from th£ Weft end of 
Pauls j fo apifhiy Romanizing, that the 
word of command Hill was fet downe ire 
Latine * as if the - leaf fled Grammatical!* 
pen that wrote it, would caft no ink 
without Latitte : or perhaps, as they 
thought, becaufe no vulgar tongue was* 
worthy to expreffe the pure conceit of 
an Imprimatur ; but rather, as I hope*, 
for that our Englifh, the language o£ 
men ever famous, arid forrnoft in the. 
atchievements of liberty, will not eafily 
finde fervile letters anow v& fpelf furfr z 
di&atorie prefumption Englifht. And 
thu3 ye have the Inventors' ;.pd the orU 

ginall 
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gtriall of Book-licencing ript up, and 
drawn as lineally as any pedigree. We 
have it not, that can be heard of, from 
any ancient State, or politie, or Church, 
not by any Statute left us by our Ancef- 
tors elder or later; nor from the mo- 
derne cuftom of any reformed Citty, or 
Church abroad ; but from the moft Anti- 
chriftian Councel, and the moft tyran- 
nous Inquifition that ever inquir'd. Till 
then Books were ever as freely admitted 
into the World as any Other birth ; the 
iffue of the brain was no more ftifTd then 
the iffue of the womb : no envious Juno 
fate crof-leg'd over the nativity of any 
mans intelle&uall off-fpring; but if it 
prov'd a Monfter, who denies, but that 
it was juftly burnt, or funk into the Sea* 

But 
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But that a Book in wors condition then 

a peccant foul, fliould be to ftand before 
a Jury ere it be borne to the World, and 
undergo yet in darkneffe the judgement 
of Kadamanth and his Colkgues, ere it 
can pafle the ferry backward into light, 
was never heard before, till that myste- 
rious iniquity provokt and troubl'd at 
the firft entrance of Reformation, fought 
out new limbo's and new hells wherein 
they might include our Books alfo within 
the number of their damned. And this 
was the rare morfeil fo officioufly fnatcht 
up, and fo ilfavourdly imitated by our 
inquifiturient Bifhops, and the attendant 
mmorites their Chaplains. That ye like 
not now thefe raoft certain Authors of 
this licencing order, and that all finifter 

intention 
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intention was farre diftant from your 
thoughts, when ye were importuned the 
paffing it, all men who know the integ- 
rity of your a&ions, and how ye honour 
Truth, will clear yee readily. 

But fome will fay, What though the 
Inventors were bad, the thing for all 
that may be good ? It may fo ; yet if 
that thing be no fiich deep invention, 
•but obvious, and eafie for any man to 
light on, and yet beft and wifeft Com- 
monwealths through all ages, and occa- 
sions have forborne to ufe it, and falfeft 
feducers, and oppreffers of men were 
the firfi: who tooke it up, and to no 
other purpofe but to obftrudt and hinder 
the firft approach of Reformation ; I am 
of thofe who beleeve, it will be a har- 
der 
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^cler alchymy then Lullius ever knew, to 

iublimat any good ufe out of fuch an in- 

mention. Yet this only is what I requeft 

%o gain from this reafon, that it may be 

held a dangerous and fufpicious fruit, as 

*certakdy it deferves, for the tree that 

.bore it, untill I can diffed: one by one 

the properties it has. But I have firfl: 

to finiih, as was propounded, what is to 

♦be thought in generall of reading Books, 

.what ever fort they be, aad whether be 

more the benefit, or the harm that thence 

proceeds? 

Not to infift upon the examples of 

Mofes, Daniel, & Pml, who were &&• 

full in all the learning of the ./Egyptians, 

Caldeans, and Greeks, which could not 

probably be without reading their Books 

of 



C *5* 1 

of all forts, in Paul efpecially, who 
thonght it no defilement to infert into 
holy Scripture the fentences of three 
Greek Poets, and one of them a Trage- 
dian, the queftion was, notwithftanding 
fometimes controverted among the Pri- 
mitive Doctors* but with great odds on 
that fide which affirm'd it both lawfull 
and profitable, as was then evidently 
.perceiv'd, when Julian the Apoftat, and 
futtleft enemy to our faith, made a de- 
tree forbidding Chriftians the ftudy of 
heathen learning : for, faid he, they 
wound us with our own weapons, and with 
our owne arts and fciences they overcome 
us. And indeed the Chriftians were 
put fo to ther Ihifrs by this crafty means, 
and fo much in danger to decline into all 

ignorance, 
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ignorance, that the two Apollinarii were 
fain as a man may fay, to coin all the 
feven liberall Sciences out of the Bible, 
reducing it into divers forms of Orations, 
Poems, Dialogues, ev'n to the calculat- 
ing of a new Chriftian Grammar, But 
feith the Hiftorten Socrates, ' The provi- 
dence of God provided' better then the 
iiiduftry of Apoliinarius and his fon, by 
taking* away that' illiterat law with the 
life of him who devis'd it. So great an 
injury they then held it to be depriv'd of 
Hellenick learning ; and thought it a per- 
fection more undermining, and fecretly 
decaying the Church, then the open 
cruelty of Decius or Dioclefian. And per- 
haps it was the fame politick drift that 
the Divcll whip? St. Jerom in a lenten 

S dream, 
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xlream, for reading Cicero ; or elfe it was 
a fantafm brdd by the feaver which had 
then feis'd him. For had an Artgel bin 
his difcipliner, unleffe it were for dwell- 
ing too much upon Ciceronianifm, and 
had chaftiz'd the reading, not the vani- 
ty, it had. bin plainly, partialis firft to 
correct him for grave Gctro, and not for 
fcurriU Plautus whom he confeffes -to 
have bin reading not long before; next 
to corredt him only, and let fo many 
more ancient Fathers wax old in thofe 
pleafant and florid itudies without the 
lafh of fuch a tutoring apparition ; in- 
fomuch .that Bafil teaches .how fome 
; good ufe may be made of Margites a 
fportfull Poem, not jiow extant, writ by 
Homer j and why not then of Morgante 

aa 
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an Italian -Romanze much to the fame 

jmrpofe. But if it be agreed we ihall 
be try'd by vifions, there is a vifion re- 
corded by Eufebius faT ancienter then this 
tale of Jerom to the Nun Eufiochium^ and 
befides has nothing of a feavor in it. 
Dionyjius Alexandrinus was about the year 
240, a perfon of great name in the 
Church for piety and learning, who 
had wont to avail 'himfelf much againft 
hereticks by being converfant in their 
Books ; until! a certain Preflby ter laid it 
fcrupuloufly to his confcience, how he 
durft venture himfelfe among thofe de- 
filing volumes. The worthy man loath 
to give offence fell into a new debate 
with himfelfe what was to be thought ; 
when fuddenly a vifion fent from God, it 

S 2 is 
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is his own Epiftle that fo averrs it, con- 
firm 'd him in thefe words : Read any 
books what ever come to thy hands, .for 
thou art fufficient both to judge aright, 
and to examine each matter- To this 
revelation he aflented the fooner, as he 
confeffes, becaufe it was anfwerable to 
that of the Apoftle to the Theflalonian%. 
Prove all things, hold fad that which is 
good. And he might have added ano- 
ther remarkable faying of the fame Au- 
thor.; To the pare all things are pure, 
not only meats and drinks., but all kinde 
of knowledge whether of good or evilly 
the knowledge cannot defile, nor con- 
sequently the books, if the will and con- 
science be not defiFd. For books are 
as meats and viands are ; feme of good, 

Some 



feme of evill fubftance ; and yet God, in 
that unapocryphall vifion, faid without 
exception, Rife Peter, kill and eat, leav- 
ing the choice to each mans difcret ion, 
Wholefome meats to a vitiated flomach 
differ little or nothing from unwhole- 
fome ; and bell books to a naughty mind 
are not unappliable to occafions of evill. 
Bad meats will fcarce breed good nou- 
rilhmtnt in the healthieft concodtion ; 
but herein the difference is of bad books, 
that they to a difcreet and judicious 
Reader ferve in many refpedts to difco- 
ver,- to confute, to forewarn, and to il- 
luftrate. Wherof what better witnefs 
can ye expedt I fhould produce, then 
one of your own now fitting in Parla- 
me'nt,/the chief of learned men reputed 
. . S 3> in 
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in this Land, Mr. SeUen, whofe volume 
of naturall & national laws proves, not 
only by great authorities brought to- 
gether, but by exquifite reafons and 
theorems almoft mathematically demon- 
strative, that alt opinions, yea errors, 
known, read, and collated, are of main 
fervice and affiftance towards the fpeedy 
attainment of what is trueft. I conceive 
therefore, that when God did ehlarge 
the univerfaU diet of mans body, faving 
ever the rules of temperance, he then 
alfo, as before, left arbitrary the dyet- 
ing and repafting of our minds;, as 
wherein every mature man might have 
to exercife his owne leading capacity • 
How great a vertu£ is temperance, how 
much of moment through the whole Kfe 

of 
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of man ! yet God commits the manag- 
ing fo great a truft, without particular 
Law or. prefcription, wholly to the de- 
meanour of every grown man. And 
therefore when he himfelf tat>rd ( the 
Jews from heaven, that Omer which was 
every mans daily portion of manna, 
is computed to have bin more then might 
have well fuffie'd the heartieft feeder 
thrice as many meals. For thofe aftions 
which enter into a man, rather then iflue 
out of him, and therefore defile not, 
God ufes not to captivat under a per- 
petual childhood of prefcription, but 
trufls him with the gift of reafon to be 
his own choofer ; there were but little 
work left for preaching, if law and 
compulfion fhbuld grow fo faft upon 

S 4 thofe 
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thofc things which hertofore were go- 
vern'd only by exhortation. Salomon in- 
forms us that much reading is a weari- 
nes to the flefh; but neither he, nor 
other infpir'd author tells us that fuch, 
or fuch reading is unlawfull ; yet certain- 
ly had God thought good to limit us 
herein, it had bin much more expedient 
to have told us what was unlawfull, then 
what was wearifome. As for the burn- 
ing of thofe Ephefian books by St. Pauls 
converts, tis reply'd the books were 
magick, the Syriack fo renders them. 
It was a privat aft, a voluntary aft, and 
leaves us to a voluntary imitation : the 
men in remorfe burnt thofe books which 
were their own ; the Magiftrat by this 
example is not appointed: thefe men- 

praftiz'd 



praffiz'd the books, another might per- 
haps have read them in fome fort ufe- 
fully. Good and evill we know in the* 
field of this World grow up together 
almoft infeparably ; and the knowledge 
of good is fo involved agd interwoven* 
with the knowledge of evill,, and in fo 
m^ny cunning refemblances hardly to'he 
difcern'd, that thofe confufed feeds which 
were impos'd on Pfyche as an incefTant 
labour to cull out, and fort afunder, were 
not more intermix^ It was from out 
the rinde of one apple tafted, that the 
knowledge of good and evill as two twins- 
cleaving together leapt forth into the- 
World, And perhaps this is that doom- 
which Adam fell into of knowing good 
and evill, that is to fay of knowing good 
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by evill. As therefore the ftafe of man* 
now is ; what wifdome can there be to 
choofe, what continence to forbeare 
without the knowledge of eviil ? He that 
can apprehend and confider vice with all 
her baits and feeming pleafures, and yet: 
abftam, and yet diftinguifti, and yet pre- 
fer that which is truly better, he is the 
true warfaring Chriftian. I cannot praife 
a fugitive and cloifterM vertue, unexer- 
cis'd and unbreath'd, that never faHies 
out and fees her adverfary„ but flinks 
out of the race, where that immortall 
garland is to be run for, not without 
duft and heat. Affuredly we bring not 
innocence into the world, we bring im- 
purity much rather : that which purifies 
us is triali, and trial! is by what is con- 
trary. 
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trary. That vertue therefore "which, is 
but a youngling in the contemplation of 
evill, and knows not the utmoft that 
vice promifes to her followers, and re- 
jects it, is but a blank vertue, not a 
pure ; her whiteneffe is but an excremen- 
tall wbitenefie ; Which was the reafon 
why our fage and ferious Poet Spencer, 
whom I dare be known to think a bette* 
teacher then Scotus or Aquinas, defcrib- 
ing true temperance under the perfon of 
Guion, brings] him in with his palmer 
through the cave of Mammon, and the 
bowr of earthly bliffe that he might fee 
and know, and yet abftain. Since there- 
fore the knowledge and furvay of vice is in 
this world fo neceflary to the conftituting 
©f human vertue, and the fcanmng of 

error 
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enpr to the confirmation of truth, - how 
can we more fafely, : and with lefle dan- 
ger fcout into the regions of fin and fal- 
fity then by reading all manner of trac- 

tats, and hearing all manner of reafon?. 

» 
And this is the benefit which may be 

had of books promifcuoufly read. But 
of the harm that may refult hence three, 
kinds are ufually reckn'd* Firft, isfear'd 
the infedfcion that may fpread ; but then 
all human learning and controverfie in 
religious points mufi: remove out of the 
world, yea the Bible itfelf ; for that oft- 
times relates blafphemy not nicely, it 
defcribes the carnal! fenfe of wicked- 
men not unelegantly, it brings in hott- 
eft men paflionately murmuring againft 
providence through all the arguments 

of 
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*of Epicurus: in other great difputes it an- 
fwers dubioufly and darkly to the com- 
mon reader .: And ask a Talmudift what 
ails the modefty of his marginall Keri, 
that Mofcs and all the Prophets cannot 
perfwade him to pronounce the textualL 
Chetiv. For thefe caufes we all know 
the .Bible it felfe put by the Papift into 
the firfl: rank of prohibited books* The 
.ancienteft Fathers mull be next remov'd, 
2$ Clement o£ Alexandria, and that Eufe- 
bian hook of Evangelick preparation, 
tranfmitting our ears through a hoard of 
heathenifh obfeenities to receive the Gof- 
peh Who finds not that Irenaus, Epi~ 
phanius, Jtrom, and others, difcover 
more herefies then they will confute, and 
•that 4>ft for herefie which is the truer 

opinion* 
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opinion. Nor : boots it to fay for thefe, 
and all the heathen Writers of greateft 
infection, if it muft be thought fo, with 
whom is bound up the life of human 
learning, that they writ in an unknown 
tongue, fo long as we are fure thofe 
languages are known as well to the worft 
of men, who are both moft able, and 
moft diligent to inftill the poifon they 
fuck, firft into the Courts of Princes, 
acquainting them with the choifeft de- 
lights, and criticifms of fin. As per- 
haps did that Petronius whom Nero calFd 
his Arbiter^ the Mafter «6f his revels ; 
and that notorions ribald of Jrezzo, 
-dreaded, and yet dear to the Italian 
Courtiers. I name not him for pofte- 
rities fake, whom Harry the 8* nam'd 

in 
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ki merriment his Vicar of hell. By which 

compendious way all the contagion that 

foreine books can infufe, will finde a 

paiTage to the people i* arre eafier and ) 

fharter than an Indian voyage* though it. 

ihould he fail 9 d either by the ,North of 

Caiaio Eaftward, or of Canada Weftward, 

while our Spanifh licencing gags the 

Englifh Prefle never fo feverely. But 

on the other £de that infection which is 

from books. of controverfie yi Religipn,. 

is more doubtfull and dangerous to the 

learned, then to the ignorant ; and yet 

thpfe books muft be permitted un- 

tpucht by the lipencer. It will be hard 

to inftance w]iere f any ingnorant man 

hath bin ever feduc't by Papifticall book 

in Englifh, unleffe it were commended 

and 
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rand expounded to him by fome of that 
Clergy : and indeed all fuch tra<3:ats 
whether falfe or true are as the Prophe- 
•fie of Ifaiab was to the Eunuch, not to be 
iinderftood- without- a guide. But of our 
Priefts aftd Do&ors how many have bin 
corrupted by ftadying the -comments *>f 
Jefuits and Sdrbenifis^ and how faft they 
could transfufe that corruption into the 
people, our experience is both late and 
-fad. It is not forgot, fince the acute 
-and diftin&: Aminius was perverted meer- 
ly by th$ perufing of a namelefle dif- 
cours writt'n at Deify Which at firft he 
ftook in hand to confute* Seeing there- 
fore that thofe books, & thofe in great 
^abundance which are likelieft to taint 
both life and do&rine, cannot be. fup- 

preft 
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preft without the fall of learning, and of 
all ability in difputation, and that thefe 
books of either fort are oioft and fooneft 
catching to the learned, from whom to 
the common people what ever is hereti- 
call or diflblute may quickly be con- 
vey'd, and that evill manners are as per- 
fectly learnt without books a thoufand 
other ways which cannot be ftopt, and 
evill dodxine not with books can propa- 
gate, except a teacher guide, which he 
might alfo doc without writing, and fo 
beyond prohibiting, I am not able to 
unfold, how this cautelous enterprife of 
licencing can be exempted from the num- 
ber of vain and impofCble attempts. And 
he who were pleafantly difpos'd, could 
not well avoid to lik'n it to the exploit of 

T that 
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that gallant man who thought to peund 
up the crows by Shutting his Parkgate. 
JBcfides another inconvenience, if learn- 
ed men be the firft receivers out of books 
& difpredders both ,of vice and erroir, 
how fljall the licencers themfelves be 

• » * » 

confided in, unlefie w:e csn xonferr upon 
J:hem, or thej.aflume to r themfelves above 
.all others in .the Land, . the grace, of in- 
fallibility, and uncorruptedneffe ? And 
again, if it be true, that a wife man like 
a good refiner can gather gold out of the 
droffieft volume, and that a fool .will he 
j& fool with the belt book, yea or with- 
out book, there is no reafon that we 
jhould deprive ,a wife man of any ad- 
vantage to his wifdome, while we feek 
, to restrain from a fool, that which being 

.xeftrainfd 



i 
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Ttftrairi'd will 'be no hindrance to his 
folly. For if there Ihould be fo much 
e&a£tneffe always usM to keep that 
from hhn which is unfit for his reading, 
we Ihould in the judgement of Ariftotle 
not only, but of Salomon, and of our Sa- 
viour, not voutfafe "hhn good precepts, 
and by confequence not willingly admit 
him to good books ; as being certain 
that a wife man will make better ufe of 
an idle pamphlet, than a fool will do of 
facred Scripture. ,r Tis next aileg'd we 
muft not expofe ourfelves to temptations 
without neceflity, and next to that^ not 
imploy our time in vain things. To both 
thefe objections % one anfwer will ferve, 
out of the grounds already laid, that to 

• * 

aH men fach books are -not temptation*, 

Ta nor 



nor vanities ; but ufefull drugs and ma- 
terialls wherewith to temper and com- 
pofe effe&Lve and ftrong med'eina, which 
mans life cannot want. The reft, as 
children and cbildifh men, who have not 
the art to qualifie and prepare thefe. 

• - 

working mineralls, well may be exhort- 
ed to forbear, but hinderM forcibly they 
cannot be by all the licencing that Saint- 
ed Inquifition could ever yet contrive ; 
which i& what I promis'd to deliver next. 
That this order of licencing conduce* 
nothing to the end for which it was 
fram'd ; and hath almoft prevented me 
by being clear already while thus much 
hath bin explaining* See the ingenuity 
of Truthy who when flie gets a free and 
wjUing hand, opens her felf fafter, then 

the 
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the pace of method and difcours can 

overtake her. It was the talk which I 
began with, To fhew that no Nation or 
well instituted State, if they valu'd books 
ot ail, did ever u(e this way of licenc- 
ing; and it might be anfwer'd, that 
this is a piece of prudence lately dif- 
covcr'd, To which I return, that as it 
was a thing flight and obvious to think 
on, fo if it had bin difficult to finde out, 
there Wanted not among them long fince, 
who fuggefted fuch a cours ; which they 
not following, leave us a pattern of their 
judgement, that it was not the hot know* 
ing, but the not approving, which was 
the caufe of their not ufing it. Plato, a 
man of high autority indeed, but lea ft 
of all for his Commonwealth, in the 
, T 3 book 



E *7t 3 

book of his laws, which no City eve* 
yet receiv'd, fed his fancie with making 
many edi&s to his ayrie Burgomafters, 
which they who otherwife admire Him, 
wi(h had bin rather buried and exeus'd 
in the genial cups of ai* Academkk night- 
fitting. By which laws he feems to to- 
lerat no kind of learning, but by unal- 
terable decree, confifting moft of prac- 
ticall traditions, to the attainment where- 
of a Library of fmaller bulk then his 
own dialogues would be abundant. And 
there alfo enadts that no Poet fliould fo 
much as read to any privat man, what 
he had written, untill the Judges and 
Law -keepers had feen it,, and allow'd it: 
But that Plato meant this Law peculiarly 
to that Commonwealth which he had 
I imagined, 
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imaging, and to no other, is evident* 
Why was he not elfe a Law-giver to him-- 
felf, but a tfanfgrefibr, and to be ex- 
pelled by his own Magiftrates; both 
for the wanton epigrams and dialogues - 
which he made, and his perpetual! 
reading of Styhron, Mimus, and Arijlo-* 
f banes j books of' grofleft infamy, and 
aifo for commending the latter of them 
though he- were the malicious libeller of : 
Ms chief friends, to be read by the 
TytodtiDionyfius, who had little need of 
fuch trafh to fpend his time on ? But 
that he knew this licencing of Poems 
had reference and dependence to many 
other provifo's there fet down in his fan- - 
cied republic, which in this world could 
have no place : and fo neither he him- • 

T 4 felf, , 
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fjslf, nor .any Magiftrat, or City ever 
imitated that cours, which tak'n apart 
from thofe other collaterall injun&ions 
rauft needs be vain and fruitlefle. For 
if they fell upon one kind of ftridnefle, 
unlefle their care were equall to rcgulat 
all other things of like aptnes to corrupt 
the mind, that fingle endeavour they 
knew would be but a fond labour; toihut 
and fortifie one gate againft corruption, 
and be neceffitated to leave others round 
about wide open. If we think to regu- 
lat Printing, thereby to redtifie manners, 
we muft regulat all recreations and paf- 
times, all that is delightful! to man. 
No mufick muft be heard, no fong be 
fet or fung, but what is grave and Do* 
rich There muft be licencing dancers, 

that 
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that no gefture, motion, or" deportment, 
be taught our youth but what by their 
allowance fliall be thought honeft ; for 
fuch Plato was provided of ; It will ask 
more then the work of twenty licencers 
to examin all the lutes, the violins, and 
the ghittars in every houfe ; they mull 
not be fuffer'd to prattle as they doe, but 
muft be licenced what they may fay. 
And who fliall filence all the airs and 
madrigalls, that whifper foftnes in cham- 
bers? The Windows alfo, and the 
Bale one's muft be thought on, there are 
fhrewd books, with dangerous frontif- 
pices fet to fale; who fliall prohibit 
them, fliall twenty licenfers ? The vil- 
lages alfo muft have their vifitors to en* 
quire what lectures the bagpipe and the 

rebbeck 



rcbbeck reads ev*n to*the ballatry, and 1 
the gammuth of every municip&I-fidler; 
for thefe are the Covintrymans Arcadia's 
and his Mbnte Mayors. Next, what more 
Nationall corruption, for whteh England' 
hears ill abroad, then houfliold glutto- 
ny ; whtttfiall be the-re&ors of our daily 
rioting? and what fhall be done to in-' 
hibit the multitudes that frequent thofe : 
Koufes where drunk'nes is fold and har-- 
bour'd ? Our garments alfo fhould be 
referred to the licencing of fome more- ; 
fober work-mafters to fee them cut into 
a-lefle wanton garb. Who fhall regulat -' 
all the mixt converfation of : our youth,, 
male and female together, as is the fa- 
lhion of this Country, who ihall ftill up- - 
point what lhall be difcours'd, what 

pre- 
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prefuixi'd, and no furder ? Laftly,.whb 
fliall forbid and feparat. all idle refbrt, 
all e vill . company ?. Thsfe things will 
Jje, andmuft be ;, but how they.fhalLba 
left hurtfull,. how left enticing, hereta 
confifts the grave and governing wifdom 
of. a State- To fequefter .but of the 
world' imp At lantick and Eutapian polities* 
^hioh never can be drawn into ufe,, will 
not mend our condition ; , but to«ordain 
wifely as in this, world of evilly in the 
mid'ft whereof God hath pkc't us una- 
voidably. Nop. is it Vlaio's licencing of 
books will doe this, which neceflarily 
pulls along with it fo many other kinds 
pf licencing, as will make us all both 
ridiculous and weary, and yet fruftrat ; 
but thofe unwritt'n, or at leaft uncon- 

ftraining 



1 
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{training laws of vertuous education, re* 
ligious and civill nurture, which flat* 
there mentions, as the bonds and liga- 
ments of the Commonwealth, the pillar* 
and the fuftainers of every written Sta- 
tute ; thefe they be which will bear chief 
fway in fuch matters as thefe, when all 
licencing will be eafily eluded. Impu- 
nity and remiflenes, for certain are the 
bane of a Commonwealth, but here the 
great art lyes to difcern in what the law 
is to bid reftraint and punifhmefit, and in 
what things perfwafion only is to work. 
If every a&ion which is good, or evill in 
man at ripe years, were to be under pit* 
tance and prefcription, and compuliionj 
what were vertue but a name, what praift 
could be then due to well-doing, what 

gram- 
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gjrammerey to be fober, juft or continent L 
many there be that complain of divin 
Providence for fuffering Adam to trank. 
greffe, foolifh tongues ! when God gav$ 
him reafon, he gave him freedom to 
choofe, for reafon is but choofing ; he, 
had bin clfe a meer artificiall Adam, fuch 
an Adam as he is in the motions* W$ 
pur felves efteem not of that obedience, 
or love, or gift, which i» of force : God, 
therefore left him free, fet befbre him a, 
provoking objeft, ever almoft in his 
eyes herein confided his merit, hereiq 
the right of his reward, the praife of hi$ 
abftinence* Wherefore did he ereat 

,«>•>. ■ ■ 

paffions within us, pleafures round about 

V 

us, but that, thefe rightly tempered arc 
the very ingredients of vertu? They 

are 
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are not skilfull confiderers of human - 
things, who imagin to remove fin by re- 
moving the matter of fin ; for, befides 
that it is & huge heap increafing under 
the very adt of diminifliing, though fome 
part 'of it may for a time be withdrawn' 
from <bme perfons, : it cannot from all, 
ih'fuch a iiniverfall thing as books are ; 
and when this 'is done, yet the fin re- 
mkiris : ehtire. Though ye take from *sl 
covetous mail all his treafure, he has yet 
dire jeWell left; ye cannot bereave him 

* • 

of *his*covetoufneffe. Banilh all objeQ:s 

• • • 

of luft, Ihut up all youth into the fever- 
eft difcipline that can be ^xercis'd in any 
hermitage, ye 'cannot make them chafte, 
that came not thither fo : fuch great 
care and wifdom is requir'd to the right 

ma- 
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managing of this point. Suppofe *we 
could expell fin hy this means : look 
how much .we thus expell of iin, fo 
much we expell of virtue : for the matter 
.of them both is the. fafrie.; remove, that, 
and ye .remove, them bothalike. This 
Nullifies *the >hjgh providence of Gob, 
who though he command us temperance, 
jufticq, continence yet powrsout before 
us ev'n to a ; profufenes all defirablc 
things, and gives: us. minds that can wan- 
der beyond, all limit and fatiety. . Why 
fliould we then affedt a. rigor '.contrary to 
the manner of God and of nature, by 
abridging or fcantiog thofe means, which 
books freely permitted are, both to the 
vtriall of vertue, and the exercife of truth. 
<It would be better done to learn: that the 

law 
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law muft needs be frivolous which gees 
to restrain things, uncertainty and yet 
equally working to good, and to evill. 
And were I the ehoofer, a dram of 
well-doing fhould be preferr'd before 
many tames as much the forcible hin- j 
dranee of evill-doing. For God fure 
efteems the growth and compleating of 
one vertuous perfon, more then the re- 
straint of ten vitiousi And albeit what 
ever thing we hear or fee, fitting, walk- 
ing, travelling, or converfing, may be 
fitly call'd our book, and is of the feme 
effe& that writings are, yet grant the 
thing to be prohibited were only books, 
k appears that this order hitherto is far 
inefficient to the end which it intends. 
Do we not fee, not once or oftner, but 

weekly 
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weekly that continued Court-libell againft 
the Parlament and City, Printed, as the 
wet fheets can witnes, and difpers't among 
us, for all that licencing can doe ? yet 
this is the prime fervice a man would 
think, wherein this order fhould give 
proof of it felf." If it were executed, 
you'l fay. But certain, if execution be 
remifle or blindfold now, and in this 
particular, what will it be hereafter, and 
in other books. If then the order fhall 
not be vain and fruftrat, behold a new 
labour, Lords and Commons, ye muft 
repeal and profcribe all fcandalous and 

m 

unlkenc't books already printed and di- 
vulg'd ; after ye have drawn them up 
into a lift, that all may know which are 
condemned, and whicih not ; and ordain 

U that 
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.that no forrein books be delivered out of 
cuftody, till they have bin read over. 
This office will require thje whole time 

* « • 

of iy>t a few overfeers, and thofe jxo vul- 
gar men. There be alfo books which 

i * * 

are partly, ufefull and excellent, partly 
culpable and pernicious i this wprk will 

— • * 

afk a$ many more -officials, . to make jex- 
purgations and expun&ions^ that the 
Cpmmonwealth of learning be not dam- 
jiify'd.. Jn fine, w,hen the multitude of 
books encreafe upon their hands, yfe 
muft be fain to catalogue all thofe Printr 
ers who are found frequently offending, 

m 

and forbidd .the importation of their 
whole fufpedted typography. In. a word, 
that this your order may be exa£t, and 
not deficient, ye muft reform it perfcd- 
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ly according to the model of Trent and 
Sevily which I know ye abhorre to doe. 
Yet though ye fhould condifcend to this, 
which God forbid, the order ftill would 
be but fruitlefle and defective to that 
end whereto ye meant it. If to prevent 
fefts and fchifms, who is fo unread or fo 
uncatechis'd in ftory, that hath not heard 
of many fedts refufing books as a hin- 
drance, and preferving their dodtrine, 
unmixt for many ages, only by unwrit- 
ten- traditions. The Christian faith, for 
that was once a fchifm, is not unknown 
to have fpread all over Afia, ere any Gof- 
pel or , Epiftle was feen in writing. If 
the amendment of manners be aym'd at, 
look into Italy and Spain, whether thofe 
places be . one fcruple the better, the 

U 2 honefter, 
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honefter, the wifer, the charter, fince all 
the inquifitionall rigor that hath bin ex- 
ecuted upon books. 

Another reafcn, whereby to make it 

plain that this order will mifie the end it 

feeks, confider by the quality which 

ought to be in every licencer. It can- 

xot be deny'd but that he who is made 

judge to fit upon the birth, or death of 

books whether they may be wafted into 

this world, or not, had need to be a man 

above the common meafure, both ft\> 

dious, learned, and judicious.; there 

may be elfe no mean miftakes in the 

cenfure of what is paflable or not; which 

is -alfo no -mean injury. If he be of fuch 

wprth as behoovs him, there cannot .he 

a more tedious and unpleafing Journey 

work 
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work, a greater lofle of time levied upon 

his head > then to be made the perpetuall 
reader of unchofen books and pamph- 
lets, oftimes huge volumes.- There is 
no book that is acceptable unlefle at cer- 
tain feafons; but to be enjoyn'd the 
leading, of that at all time9, and in a* 
hand fears legible, whereof three pages 
would not down at any time in the faireft 
Print, is an impofition which I cannot 
beleeve how he that values time,- and his 
own ftudies, or is but of a fenfible nof- 
trill fhould be able to endure. In this 
>one thing I crave leave of the prefent 
licencers to be pardon'd for fo thinking ; 
who doubtlefie took this office up, look- 
ing on it through their obedience to the 
Parlament, whofe command perhaps 

U 3 made 
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made all things feem eafie and unlabo- 
rious to them ; but that this fliort trial! 
hath wearied them out already, their 
own expreffions and excufes to them 
who make £o many journeys to follicit 
their licence, are teftimony anough. i 
Seeing therefore thofe who now poflefle 
the imployment, by all evident figns 
wiih themfelves wellTidd of it, and that 
no man of worth, none that is not a plain 
unthrift of his own hours is ever likely 
to fucceed them, except he mean to put 
himfelf to the falary of a Preffe-correc- 
tor, we may eafily forefee what kind of 
licencerswe are to expeft hereafter, either 
ignorant, imperious, and remiffe, or 
bafely pecuniary. This is what I had to 
fliew wherein this order cannot conduce 

to 
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t:athat end,- whereof it bears the' inten^ 
tkm, 

I laftly proceed from the no. good it 
can do, to the manifeft hurt it - caufes, 
in bfcing firft the greateft difcouragement 
and affront, that can be offered to learn- 
ing . and to learned men* k was the 
complaint and lamentation of Prelats, 
upon every leaft breath of a motion to 
remove pluralities, and diftribute more 
equally Church revenu s, that then all 
learning, would be f<jf ever dafht and 
difcourag'd^ But as for that opinion, 1 
never found caufe to think that the tenth 
part of learning flood or felt with the 
Clergy : nor could I ever but hold it for 
a fordid avid unworthy fpeech of any* 
Churchman who had a competency left 

U 4 him. 
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him. If therefore ye be loath to dif- 
hearten utterly and difcontent, not the 
mercenary crew of falfe pretenders to 
learning, but the free and ingenuous 
fort of fuch as evidently were born to 
fiudy, and love lerning for itfelf, not 
for lucre, or any other end, but the fer- 
vice of Gop and erf" truth, and perhaps 
that lafting fame and perpetuity of praife 
which God and good men have con* 
fented ihall be the reward of thofe whofe 
publiftit labours Advance the good of 
mankind, then know, that fo far to dtf- 
truft the judgement & the honefty of one 
who hath but a common repute in learn- 
ing, and never yet offended, as not to 
count him fit to print his mind without a 
tutor and examiner, left he fhould drop - 

a fcifm, 
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a fcifm, or fomething of corruption^ is 
the grcateft difpleafure and indignity to 
a free and knowing fpirit that can be 
put upon him. What advantage is it to 
be a man over it Is to be a boy at fchool, 
if we have only fcapt the ferular r to 
come under the fefcu of an Imprimatur ? 
if ferious and elaborat writings, as if 
they were no more then the theam of a 
Grammar lad under his Pedagogue muft 
not be utter'd without the curfory eyes 
of a temporizing and extemporizing li- 
cencer. He who is not trufted with his 
own adfcions, his drift not being known : 
to be evill, and (landing to the hazard 
of law and penalty, has no great argu- 
ment to think himfelf reputed in the 
Commonwealth wherein he was born, • 

for 
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for other then a fool or a foreiner. When 
a man writes to the world, he fummons 
up all his reafon and deliberation to afiift 
him; he fearches, raeditats, is induf- 
trious, and likely confults and conferrs* 
with his judicious friends * r after all 
which done he takes himfeif to be in- 
formal in what he writes, as welt as any 
that writ before him; if in this the moft 
confummat a& of his fidelity and ripe- 
neffe, no years, noinduftry, no former 
proof of his abilities can bring him to- 
that ftate of maturity, as not to be ftill 
miftrufted and fufpefted, unlefle he 
carry all his corvfiderat diligence, all his 
midnight watchings, and expence of 
Palladian oyl, to the hafty view of an 
unleafur'd licencer, perhaps much his 

younger, 
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younger, perhaps far his inferiour in 
judgement, perhaps one who never knew 
the labour of book-writing, and if he 
be not repulft, or flighted, muft appear 
in Print like a punie with his guardian, 
and his cenfors hand on the back of his 
title to be his bayl and furety, that he 
is no idiot, or feducer, it cannot be but 
a difhonor and derogation to the author, 
to the book, to the privjledge and dig- 
nity of Learning. And what if the au- 
thor fliall be one fo copious of fancie, as 
to have many things well worth the add- 
ing, come into his mind after licencing, 
while the book is yet under the Preffe, 
which not feldom happ'ns to the beft 
and diligenteft writers : and that perhaps 
a dozen times in one book. The Prin-* 

ter 
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tcr dares not go beyoncT his licenc't 
copy ; fo often then muft' the author 
trudge to his leav-giver, that thofe his 
new infertions may be viewd ; and many 
a jaunt will be made, ere that licencer, 
for it muft be the fame man, can either 
be found, or found at leifure; mean 
while either the Preflc muft Hand ftill, 
which is no fmall damage, or the author 
loofe his accurate^ thoughts, & fend 
the book forth wors then he had made 
it, which to a diligent writer is the 
greateft melancholy and vexation % that 
can befall. And how can a man teach 
with authority, which is the life of 
teaching, how can he be a Do&or in his 
book as he ought to be, or elfe had 
'better be filent, whenas all he teaches, 

all 
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all he delivers, is but under the tuition, 
under the correction of his patriarchal 
licencer to blot or alter what precifely 
accords not with the hidebound humor 
which he calls his judgement. When 
.every acute reader upon the firft fight of 
.a pedantick licence, will be ready with 
-thefe like words to ding the .book a coits 
«diftance from him, I hate a pupil teacher* 
J endure not an inftru&er that comes t& 

me under the wardfliip of an oyerfeeing 
26ft I know nothing of the licencer, 

but that I have his own hand here for 
* his arrogance ; who fhall warrant me hi* 

judgement-? The State Sir, replies the 
* Stationer, but has a quick return, The 

State fhall be my governours, but not 

my criticks j they may be miftak'n in 

the 
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the choice of a licencer, as eafily as this 
licencer may be miftak'n in an author : 
This is fome common ftuffe; and he 
might adde from Sir Francis Bacon, That 
fuch authorized books are but the language 
of the times. For though a licencer fliould 
happ'n to be judicious more then ord- 
nary, which will be a great jeopardy of 
the next fucceffion, yet his very office 
and his commiffion enjoyns him to let 
paffe nothing but what is vulgarly re- 
ceiv'd already. Nay, which is more 
lamentable, if the work of any deceafed 
author, though never fo famous, in his 
life-time, and even to this day, come to 
their hands for licence to be Printed, or 
Reprinted, if there be found in his book 
one fejitence of a ventrous edge, utter'd 

in 
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in the height of zeal, and who knows 

whether it W\gh\ not be the di&at of a 

.divine Spirit, yet not fuking with every 

low decrepit h.urxior of their own, though 

it were Knox himfelf, the Reformer of a 

Kingdom that fpake it, % %hey will not 

pardon him; their dafh : the fenfe of that 

great man fhall' to all poijUrity be loft, 

for the fcarfulnefie, or the prefumptuous 

xafhnefle of a 'perfunctory licences And 

to what an author this violence hath bin 

lately done, and in what book of greateft 

confequence to ; be faithfully publifht, I 

could now inftance, but (hall forbear till 

a more convenient feafon.. Yet if thefe 

.tilings be not refqntcd ferioufly and time^ 

ly by them who have the remedy in their 

power, but that fuch iron moulds as 

thefe 
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thefe fhall have autoritv to knaw out * 
•choifeft periods of exquifiteft books, a 

» 

to commit fuch a treacherous fra 
-againft the orphan remainders of wo 
*hicft men after death, the more fbrro 
:will belong to that haples race of men 
whofe misfortune it is to have under- 
standing. Henceforth let no man care 
to learn, or care to be more then world- 
ly wife ; for certainly in higher matters 
to be ignorant and flothfull, to be st 
^common ftedfaft dunce will be the only 
pleafant life, and only in* requeft. 

And as it is a particular difefteem of 
every knowing perfon alive, and moft 
injurious to the writt'n labours and mo- 
numents of the dead, fo to me it feems 
an undervaluing and vilifying of the 

whole 
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whole' Nation*. I cannot fet fo light by 
3II the invention, the art, the wit, the 
gS£ve and fclid judgement which is in 
Jyigla&d, as that it can be comprehend- 
^4 i« any twenty i capacities . how good 
{Qever, much teSTs that it fhould not pafle 
fe$cep.t their fuperintendenoe^be over it, 
except it : be fifted, aad ftrain'd with their 
ftrainers, that, it fhould be uricurrant 
without their raanuall ftamp. Truth 
aa£l upderftanding are not fuch war es as 
to fee monlopoliz'ti and traded in . by 
tH&6t*And ftatutes, and ftandard^.Wc 
B&uft not think to make a ftaple coni- 
Bipd&y of all the knowledge in the 
Land, to mark and licence it like our 
broad cloath, and our wooll packs. 
What h it hul^'a fervitude like that inv. 

X pos'd 
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pos'd by the Philiftims, not to be al- 
low'd the iharpning of our own axes and 
coulters, but we mud repair from all 
quarters to twenty licencing forges. Had 
any one written and divulg'd erroneous 
things & fcandalous to honeft life, mif- 
ufing and forfeiting the efteem had of 
his reafon among men, if after convic- 
tion this only cenfure were adjudg'd 
him, that he fhould never henceforth 
write, but what were firft examin'd by 
an appointed officer, whofe hand Ihould 
be annext to pafle his credit for him, 
that now he might be fafely read, it 
could not be apprehended leffe then a 
difgracefull punifhment. Whence to in* 
elude the whole Nation, and thofe that 
never yet thus offended, under fuch a 

diffident 
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diffident and fufpedtfull prohibition, may 
plainly be underftood what a difparage- 
ment it is. So much the more, when 
as dettors and delinquents may walk 
abroad without a keeper, but unoffen- 
five books muft not ftirre forth without 
a vifible jay lor in thir title. Nor is it 
to the common people leffe then a re- 
proach ; for if we be fo jealous over 
them, as that we dare not truft them 
with an Englifh pamphlet, what doe 
we but cenfure them for a giddy, vitious, 
and ungrounded people ; in fuch a fick 
and weak eflate of faith and difcretion, 
as to be able to take nothing down but 
through the pipe of a licencer ? That 
this is care or love of them, wer cannot 
pretend, whenas in thofe Popilh places 

X % where 
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where the Laity are moft hated and di£- 
pis'd the fame ftridnes is us'd over them. 
Wifdom we cannot call it, hecaufe it 
flops but one breach of licence, nor that 
neither ; when as thofe corruptions 
which it fecks to prevent, break in fafter 
at other dores which cannot be fhut. 
y And in conclufion it refleds to the 
dilrepute of our Minifters alfo, of whofe 
labours we fliould hope better, and of 
the- proficiencie which thir flock reaps 
by them, then that after all this light of 
the Goipel which is, and is to be, and 
all this continuall preaching, they fhould 
be ftill frequented with fuch an unprin- 
cipled, unedify'd^ and laick rabble, as 
that the whiffe of every new pamphlet 
4houlji ftagger them out of thir cate- 
; ' ... chilm, 
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chifin, and Chriftian walking. This 
may have much reafon to difcourage the 
Mihifters when fuch a low conceit is had 
t>f ajl their exhortations, and the bene- 
fiting of their hearers, as that they are ■> 
not thought fit to be turn'd loofe to three 
iljeets of paper without a licencer, that 
•all the Sermons, all. theLedtures preacht, 
printed, vented in fuch numbers, and 
fuch volumes, as h&ve now well-nigh 
made all other books unfalable, fliould 
not be armor anongh againft one fingle 
-enchiridion, without the caftle St, Angela 
of an Imprimatur. 

- And left ifom ihould perfwade ye, 
-Lords and Commons, that thefe argu- 
ments of lemed mens difcouragement at 
this your order, are meer flouriflies, and 

X 3 not 
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not reall, 1 could recount what I have 
feen and heard in other Countries, where 
this kind of inquifition tyrannizes ; when 
I have fat among their learned men, for 
that honor I had, and bin counted happy 
to be born in fuch a place of Pbilofopbic 
freedom, as they fuppos'd England was, 
while themfelves did nothing but be- 
moan the fervil condition into which 
lerning amongft them was brought; 
that this was it which had dampt the 
glory of Italian wits ; that nothing had 
bin there writt'n now thefe many years 
but flattery and fuftian. There it was 
that I found and vifited tfie famous Ga- 
lileo grown old, a prifner to the Inqui- 
fition, for thinking in Aftronomy other- 
wife than the Francifcan and Dominican 

licencers 
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licencers thought. And though I knew 
that England then was groaning loudeft 
.under the Prelaticall yoak, neverthelefle 
I took it as a pledge of future happines, 
that other Nations were fo perfwaded of 
her liberty. Yet was it beyond my 
hope that thofe Worthies were then 
breathing in her air, who fhould be her 
leaders to fuch a deliverance, as fhall 
never be forgott'n by any revolution of 
time that this world hath to finifh. When 
that was once begun, it was as little in 
my fear, that what words of complaint 
I heard among learned men of other 
parts utter'd againft the Inquifition, the 
fame I fhou'd hear by as lerned men at 
home utterd in time of Parlament againft 
an order of licencing ; and that fo gene- 

X 4 rally, 
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rally, that when I had difclos'd myfelf a 
companion of their difcontent, I might 
fay, if without envy, that he whom an 
honeft qiuejtorjbip had indear'd to the 
Sicilians, was not more by them im- 
portun'd againft Verres, then the favour- 
able opinion which I had among many 
who honour ye, and are known and re- 
fpefted by ye, loaded me with entreaties 
and perfwafions, that I would not defpair 
to Jay together that which juft reafon 
fhould bring into my mind, toward the 
removal of an undeferved thraldom upon 
learning. That this is not therefore the 
disburdning of a particular fancie, but* 
the common grievance of all thofe who 
had prepared their minds and ftudies 
above the vulgar pitch to advance truth 

in 
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in others, and from others to entertain it, 
thus much may fatisfie. And in their 
name I fhall for neither friend nor foe 
conceal what the generall murmur is ; 
that if it come to inquifitiohing again, 
and licencing, and that we are fo timo- 
rous of our felvS, &nd fo fufpicious of all 
men, as to fear each book, and the Ihak- 
ing of every leaf, before we know what 
the contents are, if fSme who but of late 
were little better then filenc't from 
preaching, ftjall come now to filence us 
from reading, except what they pleafe, 
it cannot be gueft what is intended by 
fom but a fecond tyranny over learning : 
and will foon put it out of controverfie 
that Bifhops and Presbyters are the fame 
to us both name arid thing. That thofe' 

evills 
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cvills of Prelaty which before from five 
or fix and twenty Sees were diftributivly 
charg'd upon the whole people, will now 
light wholly upon learning, is not ob- 
fcure to us : whenas now the Paftor of a 
fmall unlearned Parilh, on the fudden 
fhall be exalted Arch-biihop over a large 
dioces of books, and yet not remove, 
but keep his other cure too, a myfticall 
pluralift. He who but of late cry'd 
down the fole ordination of every novice 
Batchelor of Art, and deny'd fole juris- 
diction over the fimpleft Pariflrioner, 
fhall now at home in his privat chair af- 
fume both thefe over worthieft and ex- 
cellenteft books and ableft authors that 
write them. This is not, Yee Covnants 
and Proteftations that we have made, 

this 




this is not to put down Prelaty, this is 
but to chop an Epifcopacy, this is but 
to tranflate the Palace Metropolitan from 
one kind of dominion into another, this 
is but an old canonicall flight of com- 
muting our penance. To ftartle thus be- 
times at a meer unlicenc't pamphlet 
will after a while be afraid of every con- 
venticle, and a while after will make a 
conventicle of every Chriftian meeting. 
But I am certain that a State governed by 
the rules of juftice and fortitude, or a 
Church built and founded upon the rock 
of faith and true knowledge, cannot be 
fo pufillanimous. While things are yet 
not conftituted in Religion, that free- 
dom of writing ihould be reftrain'd by a 
difcipline imitated from the Prelats, and 

learnt 
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learnt by them from the Inquifition td 
(hut us up all again into the breft of a 
licence^ muft needs give caufe of doubt 
and difcouragement to all learned and 
religious then. Who cannot but difceni 
the finenes of this politic drift, stad who 
are the contrivers; that while BifhopS 
were to be baited down, then all Prefies 
might be opeh ? it was the peoples birth- 
right and priviledge in time of Patk- 
ment, it was the breaking forth of light. 
But now the Bifhops abrogated and void- 
ed out of the Church, as if our Refor*- 
mation fought no more, but to make 
-room for others into their feats under 
•another rianie, the Epifcopall arts begin 
to bud again, the crufe of truth muft 
run no more oyle, liberty of Printing 

muft 
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muft be enthrall'd agahr under a Pre- 

latkall commiffion of twenty, the pri- 
vilege of the people nullify'd, and which 
is wors, the freedom of : learning muft> 
groan again, apd to her old fetters; all 
this the Parlament yet fitting. Although, 
their own . late arguments and defences 
againft the Prelats might* remember 
them that this obftrudting violence meets 
for the moil part with an event utterly 
©ppofite -to the end which it drives at ; 
iaftead pf fuppreffing fe&s and fchifms, 
it raifes them and inverts . them with a 
reputation.: The punijhlng of wits en- 
baunces their aufority, faith the Vifcount 
St. Albans, and a forbidden writing is 
thought t o be a certain/park of truth that 
flies up in the faces offbeti) who feeke to 
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tread it cut. This order therefore ma)r 
prove a nurfing mother to fedts, but I 
fhall eafily Ihew how it will be a ftep- 
dame to Truth : and firft by difinabling 
us to the maintenance of what is known 
already. 

Well knows he who ufes to confider, 
that our faith and knowledge thrives by 
exercife, as well as our limbs and com- 
plexion. Truth is compar'd in Scrip- 
ture to a ftreaming fountain; if her 
waters flow not in a perpetuall progref? 
(ion, they lick'n into a muddy pool of 
conformity and tradition. A man may 
be a heretick in the truth ; and if he 
beleeve things only becaufe his Paftor 
fayes fo, or the Aflembly fo determins, 
without knowing other reafon, though 

his 
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his belief be true, yet the very truth he 
holds, becomes his herefie. There is not 
any burden that fom would gladlier poft 
off to another, then the charge and care 
of their Religion.- There be, who knows 
not that there be of Proteftants and pro- 
feffors who live and dye in as arrant an 
implicit faith, as any lay Papift of Lo- 
retto. A wealthy man addifted to his 
pleafure and to his profits, finds Reli- 
gion to be a traffick fo entangl'd, and 
of fo many piddling accounts, that of 
all mylleries he cannot skill to keep a 
ftock going upon that trade. What 
lhould he doe ? fain he would have the 
name to be religious, fain he would bear 
up with his neighbours in that. What 
does he therefore, but refolvs to give 

over 
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oyer toyling and to find himf^lf out fqm 
fa&or, to whofe care and credit he may 
commit the whole managing of hi? re- 
ligious affairs,; fom Divine of note an& 

eftimation that muft be. To him he ad- 

« . . • •• • - 

heres, reiigns the whple ware-houfe gi 
his religion^ with all tb^e locks an4 key^es 
ijttq h^cuftody; and indeed ir\akes the 
very perfon of that m^n his religion * 
^fteems his aflbciating with him. a fu^fi- 
cient evidence and commendatory of his 
own piety. Sp that a mau may fay his 
religion is sow no more, within himfelf, 
but is become a dividuall movable, and 
goes and comes neer him, according as 
that good man frequents the houfe. He 
entertains him, gives him gifts, feails 
him, lodges him; his religion comes 

home 
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hbme at nigh't, pralts, is liBefalfy fupt, 
and flitaptUolifly MA to fleep, fifes, is 

• * 

feluted, and after* the maltfifey,- of ibme 
\tfcll fpic't bf vr&ge; 2nd better bf eakfafted 
then he wlvofe riibrnirig Appetite would 

* 

have gladly fed on green figs between. 
Bethany and lefufalem, his Religion 
walks abroad at eight, and leaves his 
kind entertainer in the fliop trading all 
day without his religion. 

Another fort thete be who whhi they 
hear that all things fliall bfc ofderM, all 
things feglilated and fefl'd;' ilotfiing 
trtrf itfn but What pa^Tes throiijgh the tuf- 

* m * 'I 

toni houfe of certain Publicans that have 
the tUnagitig afld the p Otfftdaging 6f all 
free fpok'n truth, will ftrait give them- 
lelves up into your hands, mak'em & 

Y cut 
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cut 'em -out what religion ye pleafe ; 
there be delights, there be recreations 
and jolly paftimes that will fetch the day 
about from fun to fun, and rock the 

tedious year as in a delightfull dream. 

< 

What need they torture their heads with 
that which others have tak'n fo ftridtly, 
and fo. unalterably into their own pour* 
veying* Thefe are the fruits which a 
dull eafe and ceflation of our knowledge 
will bring forth among the people. 
How goodly, and how to be wifht, were 
fuch an obedient unanimity as this, what 
^ fine conformity would it {larch us all 

into? doubtles a ftanch and folid peece of 

* - * . 

f r^me-work, as any January could freeze 

« 

together. 

Nor 
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Nor much better will be the.confe- 

-» » 

quence ev'n among the Clergy them- 

felyes ; it is no new t;hing never heard 

- • • * 

of before, for a parochial! Minifter, who 

has his reward, and is at his Henules 

.. pillars in a warm benefice, to be eafily 

t inclinable, if he have nothing elfe that 

jfi . » 

may roufe up his ftudies, to finifh his 

ti* ' * ... . 

circuit in an Englifh concordance and a 

ii . . . , [ ^ v.. . 

topic folio, the gatherings and favings of 

a fober graduatihip, a Harmony a.nd a 

^, • ... 

-Catena, treading . the conftarit round of 

certain common dodtrinall heads, at- 

r ■■ 

tended with their f ufes,. motives, marks 
and means, out of which as out of an 
alphabet or fol fa by forming and tranf- 

ft • « » V. 

forming, joyning and dif-joyning vari- 
ouffy a little book-craft, and two hours 

Y 2 medi- 
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meditation might fiirnifli him unfpeak- 
ably to the performance of more then a 
weekly charge of fermoning : not to 
reck'n up the infinit helps of interlinea- 
ries, breviaries, fynopfes, and other loi- 
tering gear. But as for the multitude of 
Sermons ready printed and pil'd up, on 
every text that is not difficult, our Lon- 
don trading St. Thomas in his veflry, and 
adde to boot St. Mart in 9 and St. Hugh, 
have not within their hallow'd limits 
more vendible ware of all forts ready 

made ; (o that penury he never need fear 

.... • • 

of Pulpit provifiori, having where fo 
plenteoufly to refrefh his magazin. But 
if his rear and flanks be not impal'd, if 
his baclf dore be not fecUr'd by the rigid 
Hcencer, but that a bold book may now 

and 
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and then iflue forth, and give .the affault 
to fome of his old collections in their 
trenches, it will concern hhn then to 
keep waking, to (land in watch ? to fe£ 
good gyards and fentinells about his re* 
ceived opinions* to walk the round and 
counter-round with bi$,feHow infpe&ors, 
fearing left any of .his flock be feduc't, 
who alfo then would be better inftrufted. 
better exercis'd and difciplin'd* And 
God fend that the fear of this diligence 
which muft then be us'd, doe not make 
tis affedt the lazines of a licencing 
Church. 

For if we be fure we are in the right, 
and doe not hold the truth guiltily* 
which becomes not, if we ourfelves con- 

dema not our own weak and frivolous 

< • 
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teaching, and the people for an untaught 
and irreligious gadding rout, what can 
be more fair, then when a man judi- 
cious, learned, and of a confeience, for 
ought we' know, as good as theirs that 
taught us what we know, fhall not pri- 
vily from houfe to houfe, which is more 

• • • 

dangerous, but openly by writing pub- 
lifh to the world what his opinion is, 
what his reafons, and wherefore that 
which is now thought cannot be found, 
Chrift urg'd it as wherewith to juftifie 
himfelf, that he preacht in publick; 
yet writing is more publick then preach- 
ing; and more eafie to refutation, if 
need be, there being fo many whofe bu- 
fineffe and profeffion meerly it is, to be 
the champions of Truth ; which if they 

-1 *■ negle&, 
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negte<9r, what can be imputed but their* 
fioth, or unability ? 

Thus much we are hindered and dif-. 
inur'd by this cours of licencing toward 
the true knowledge of what we feem to 
know. For how much it hurts and hin- 
ders the licencers themfelves in the call-' 
ing of their Miniftery, moird then any 
fecular employment, if they will dif- 
charge that office as they ought, fo that 
of neceffity they mull negkdt either the 
one duty or the other, I infift not, be- 
caufe it is a particular, but leave it to 
their own confcience, Jiow they will de- 
cide it there. 

There is yet behind of what I pur- 
pos'd to lay open, the incredible lofle, 
and detriment that this plot of licencing 

Y 4 puts 
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puts us to, more then if focn enemy at 
fea fhould flop up all our hav'ns and 
ports, and creeks, it hinders and re- 
tards the importation of our richeft mar- 
ohandize, Truth : nay it was fifft eftab- 
lifht and put in practice by Antichriftian 
malice and myftery cm fet purpofe to ex- 
tinguifli, if it were poifible, the light of 
Reformation, and . to . fettle falfhood ; 
little differing from that policie where* 
with the Turk upholds his Alcoran, by 
the prohibition of Printing. *Tis not 
, deny'd, but gladly confeft, we . are ta 
fend our thanks and vows to heav'n,, 
louder then moft of Nations, for that 
great meafure of truth which we enjoy, 
Specially in thofe m^in points between' 
us and the Pope, with his appeitinencet 

the 
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the Pretats : but he who thinks we are 

to pitch our~tent here, and have attained 
the utmoft profpedt of reformation, that 
the mortall glaffe wherein we contem- 
plate, can fhew us, till we come to beatific 
vifion, that map by this very opinion 
declares, that he is yet frne fhort of 
Truth. 

Truth indeed catfte once into the world 
with her divine Afefter, and was a per- 
fect fliape pioft glorious to look on : but 
when be afcended, and his Apoftles after 
him were laid afleep, then ftrait arofe a 
wicked race of deceivers, who as that 
ftory goejs of the ^Egyptian Typbon with 
his confpirators, how they dealt with 
the good Ofiruy took the virgin Truth, 
hewd her lovely form into a thoufend 

peeces, 
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peeces, end featter'd them to the four 
winds. From that time ever fince, the 
fad friends of Truth, fiich as durft ap- 
pear, imitating the carcfull fearch that 
Ifis made for the mangl'd body of Oftris y 
went up and down gathering up limb by 
limb ftill as they could find them. We 
have not yet found them all, Lords and 
Commons, nor ever fhall doe, till her 
Maflers fecond comming ; he fhall bring 
together every joynt and member, and 
lhall mould them into an immortal! fea- 
ture of lovelines and perfection* Suffer 
not thefe licencing prohibitions to ftand 
at every place of opportunity forbidding . 
and difturbing them that continue feek- 
ing, that continue to do our obfequies 
to the torn body of our martyr'd Saint. 

We 
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We boafl: our light ; but if we look not 

wifely ori 'the Sun itfelf, it fmites us 
into darkncs. Who can tlifcern thofe 
planets that are oft Combitft, and thofe 
ftars of brighteft magnitude that rife and 
fet with the Sun, untill 'the oppofite 
motion of their orbs bring them to fuch 
a place in the firmament, where they 
may be feen evning or morning. The 
light which we have gain'd, was giv'n 

* • » 

us, not to be ever flaring orij but by it 
to difcqver onward things more rfemote 
from our knowledge. It is not the un- 
frocking of a Prieft, the unmitring of a 
Biftiop, and the removing him from off 
the Presbyterian ihoulders that will make 
us a happy Nation, no, if other things 
as great in the Church, and in the rule 

of 
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pf life both economicall and political! 

be not lookt into and reform 'd, we have 

lookt fo long upon the blaze that Zuin- 

glim and Calvin hath beacpnM up to us, 

that we are ftark blind. There be who 

perpetually -.complain of fchifms and 

fe&s, and make it fuch a calamity that 

$ny man diffents frogi thei? maxims* 

'Tis their own pride $nd ignorance 

which caufes-the difturbing, who neither 

will hear with meeknes^ nor can con* 

vince, yet all muft be fuppreft which U 

not found in their Syntagma. They are 

the troublers, they are the dividers of 

unity, who- negleft and permit . not 

others to unite thofe diflevered peeces 

which are yet wanting to the body of 

Truth* To be ftill fearching what we 

know 



[333 ] 

* 

khow not, by what we know, dill clof- 
ing up truth td truth as we find it (for 
all her body is homogeneal, and propor- 
tionall) this is the golden rule in The- 
ology as well as in AntKmetick, and 
makes up the beft harmony in a Church ; 
not the forest and outward union of cold, 
and neutrall, and inwardly divided 
minds. 

Lords and Commons of England, con- 
sider what Nation it is whereof ye are,, 
and whereof ye are the governours : a 
Nation not flow and dull, but of a quick, 
ingenious, and piercing fpirit, acute "to 
invent, futtle and iinewy to difcours, not 
beneath the reach of any point the high-* 
eft that human capacity can foar.to. 
Therefore the fludies of learning in her 

tfeepeft 
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deepeft Sciences have bin fb ancient, £ 
and fo eminent among us, that Writers 
of good antiquity, and ableft judgement 
have bin perfwaded that ev'n the fchool 
of Pythagoras, and the Perfian wifdom 
took beginning from the o!,d Philofophy 
of this Hand. And that wife and civil! 
Roman, Julius Agricola, wjio govern'd 
once here for Cafar, preferr'd the natu- 
rail wits of Britain, before the labour'd 
ftudies of the French. Nor is it for no- 
thing that the grave and frugal Tra?iji!- 

vanian fends out yearly from as farre as . 

• • • . 

the mountanous borders of Rujjia, and 
beyond the Hercyman wildernes^ not their 
youth, but their ftay'd men, to learn our/ 
language, and our theologic acts. Yet 
that which is above ail this, the favour 

and 
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and the love of heav'a we have great ar- 
gument to think in a peculiar manner 
propitious and propending tow.ards us. 
Why elie was this nation chos'n before 
any other, ; that out of her as out of Sion 
ihould be proclaimed and founded forth 
the firft tidings and trumpet of Refor- 
mation to all Eurot. And had it not bin 
- ^ . . « -• 

thq obftinat psrverfnes of our Prelats 
againft the divine and admirable fpirit 
of Wkkkfy to fuppreffe him as a fchif- 
matic and innovator, perhaps neither the 
Bohemian Hujfe and Jercm^ no • nor the 
name of Liftber^.ox of Calvin, ha<ji bin 
ever known : the glory of. reforming all 
our neighbours had bin- completely 
ours. But now, as our obdurat Clergy 
have with violence demean'd the matter, 

we 
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we are become hitherto the latefl: aril 

■ 

backwardeft Schollers, * of whom Goti 
offer'd to have made lis the teachers 

» t 

Now once again by all concurrence of 
figns, and by the generall infthidt of 
holy and devout men, as they daily aftd 
folemnly expreffe their thoughts, God 
is decreeing to begin fome iiew and great 
period iti his Church, fev-n to the re- 
forming of Reformation itfelf : what* 
does he then but reveal Himfelf to hfo 
fervants, and as his mahner is, firft to 
his Englifli-nien ; I fay as his manner Is, 
firft fo us, though we nfark ftot the me«? 
thod of his counfels, atid are unw6r- 
thy. Behold now thii vaft City ; a City 
of refuge, the manfion-houfe of liberty, 
encompaft and furrounded with his pro- 
tection ; 
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tte£tioti; the fhop of warre hath not 

there y more anvils and hammers wak- 
ing, to faihion out the plates and in- 
struments of armed Juftice in defence 
of .beleaguer'd Truth, then there be 
, pens and heads there, fitting by their 
itudious lamps,, muling, fearching, re- 
, vol ving new notions and idea's where- 
, with to prefent, as with their homage 
tf and their fealty the approaching Refor- 
& marion : others as faft reading, trying all 
things, affenting to the force of reafon 
j and -convincement. What could a man 
require more from a Nation fo . pliant 
and fo prone to feelv after knowledge ? 

t What wants there to &ch a towardly 
'i 

and pregnant foUe, but wife and faith- 

full labourers^ to make a knowing peo- 

Z p<e, 
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pie, a nation of Prophets, of Sages, and 
of Worthies > We reck'n more then 
five months yet to harveft; there need 
not be five weeks, had we but eyes to 
lift up, the fields afe white already* 
Where there is much defire to learn, 
there of neceflity will be rtiuch arguing, 
much writing, many opinions ; for opi- 
nion in good men is but knowledge in 
the making* Under thefe fantaftic ter- 
rors of fe& and fchifm, we wrong the 
earneft and zealous thirft after know- 
ledge and underftanding which God 
hath ftirr'd up in this city. What fome 
lament of, we rather Ihould rejoice at, 
Should rather praife this pious forward- 
nes among men, to reaflume the ill de- 
puted care of their Religion into their 

own 
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•own hands again, A little generous 

prudence, a little forbearance of one 
another, and fom grain of charity might 
win all thefe diligences to joyn, and 
unite into one generall and brotherly 
fearch after Truth ; could we but for- 
goe this Prelaticall tradition of crowding 
free confciences and Chriftian liberties 
into canons and precepts of men. I 
doubt not, if fome great and worthy 
ftranger ihould come among us, wife 
to difcern the mould and temper of a 
people, and how to govern it, obferv- 
ing the high hopes and aims, the dili- 
gent alacrity of our extended thoughts 
and reafonings in the puriuance of truth 
and freedom, but that he would cry 
out as Pirrbus did, admiring the Ro- 

Z 2 man 
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man docility and courage, if fuch were 
my Epirots, I would not defpair the 
greateft (fcfign that could be attempted 
to make a Church or Kingdom hap. 
py. Yet thefe are the men cry'd out 
againft far fchifmaticksandfedtaries.; as 
if,, while -the Temple of the Lord was 
.building, fome% cutting, fome fquaring 
the marblQ, others hewing the cedars, 
.there ihould be a fort of iarationall men 
.who could not confider there muft be 
.many fchifms and many diffe&ions made 
in the quarry and in .the timber, ere the 
houfe of God can be built. And .when 
.every ftone is laid artfully together, it 
.cannot be united into a continuity, it 
tan but be contiguous in this world j 
.neither can every peece of the .building 

.be 
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be of one form ; nay rather the perfec- 
tion confifts in this, that out of many? 
moderat varieties and brotherly diffimi* 
litudes that are not vaftly difproportion-* 
all arifes the goodly and the gracefull 
fymmetry that commends: the whole pile 
and ftrudhire. Let us therefore be more 
confiderat builders, more wife in fpiri* 
tinl archite&ure, when great reforma* 
tion is expected. For now the time 
feems come, wherein Mofes the great 
Prophet may fit in heav'n rejoycing to 
fee that memorable and glorious wifh 
of his fulfill'd, when not only our fev'n-r 
ty Elders, but all the Lords people are 
become Prophets. No marvell thea 
though fome men, and fome good meti 
too perhaps, but young in goodneffe, as 

Z 3 Jofoua* 
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Jojhua then was, envy them. They fret* 
and out of their own weaknes are in 
agony, left thefe divifions aad fubdi- 
vifions will undoe us. The adverferie 
again applauds, and waits the hour, 
when they have brancht themfelves out, 
faith he, fmall anaugh into parties and 
partitions, then will be our time. Fool \ 
he fees not the firm root, out of which 
we all grow, though into branches : nor 
will beware untill he fee our fmall di- 
vided maniples cutting through at every 
angle of his ill united and unweildy bri- 
gade. And that we are to hope better 
of all thefe fuppofed fe&s and fchifms, 
and that we lhall not need that folicitude 
honeft perhaps though over timorou* 
of them that vex in this behalf, but 

lhall 
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fhall laugh in the end, at thofe mali- 
cious applauders of our differences, I 
have thefe reafons to perfwade me. 

Firft, when a City fliall be as it were 
befieg'd and blockt about, her navigably 
river infefted, inroads and incurfions 
round, defiance and battell oft rumor'd 
to be marching up ev'n to her walls, and 
fuburb trenches, that then the people, 
or the greater part, more then at other 
times, wholly tak'n up with the ftudy 
of higheft and moft important matters 
to be reformed, ihould be difputing, 
reafoning, reading, inventing, difcourf- 
ing, ev'n to a rarity, and admiration, 
things not before difcourft or writt'n of, 
argues firft a lingular good will, con- 
tentedneffe and confidence in your pru- 

Z 4 dent 
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dent forefight, and fafe government;. 
Lords and Commons ; and from thence 
derives it felf to a gallant bravery and 
well grounded contempt of their ene- 
mies, as if there were no fmall number 
of as great fpirits among us, as his was, 
who when Rome was nigh befieg'd by 
Hanibaly being in the City, bought that 
peece of ground at no cheap rate, where- 
on Hanibal himfelf encampt his own re- 
giment. Next it is a lively and cherfull 
prefage of our happy fucceffe and vidto- 
ry. For as in a body, when the blood is 
freih, the fpirits pure andvigorous, not 
only to vital, but to rationall faculties, 
and thofe in the acuteft, and the perteft 
operations of wit and futtlety, it argues 
in what good plight and confutation 

the 
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tfte body is, fo when the cherfulneffe of 
the people 'is fa fprightly up, as that it 
has, not only wherewith to guard well 
its own freedom and fafety, but to fpare, 
and to beftow upon the folideft and fu- 
blimeft points of controverfie, and new 
invention, ifbetok'nsus not degenerated*, 
nor drooping to a fatall decay, but caft- 
ihg off the old and wrinci'd skin of cor- 
ruption to outlive thefe pangs and wax 
young -again, entring the glorious waies 
of Truth and prosperous vertue deftin'd 
to become great and honourable in thefe 
latter ages. Methinks I fee in my mind 
a noble and puiffant Nation roufing her- 
fclf like a ftrongman after fleep, and 
lhakbg her invincible locks : Methinks 
I fee her as an Eagle muing her mighty 

* youth, 
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youth, and kindling her undazTd eyes 
at the full midday beam ; purging and 
unfcaling her long abufed fight at the 
fountain it felf of heav'nly radiance; 
while the whole noife of timorous and 
flocking birds, with thofe alfo that love 
the twilight, flutter about, amaz'd at 
what ihe means, and in their envious 
gabble would prognofticat a year of fe&s 
and fchifms. 1 

What fliould ye doe then ? fliould ye 
fuppreffe all this flowry crop of know r 
ledge and new light fprung up and yet 
fpringing daily in this City ? fhould ye 
fet an Oligarchy of twenty engroflers over 
it, to bring a famin upon our minds 
again, when we fhall know nothing but 
what is meafur'd to us by their bulhel ? 
t Beleeve 



r 
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Beleeve it* Lords and Commons, they 

who ccunfell ye to fuch a fuppreffing,. 
doe as good as bid ye fupprefle your- 
felves ; and I will foon fhew how» If it 
be defir'd to know the immediat caufe of 
all this free writing and free fpeaking,, 
there cannot be affign'd a truer than your 
own mild, and free, and human govern- 
ment ; it is the liberty, Lords and Com- 
mons, which your own valorous and 
happy counfels have purchaft us, liberty 
which is the nurfe of all great wits ; this 
is that which hath rarify'd and enlight- 
ned our fpirits like the influence of 
heav*n ; this is that which hath enfran- 
chise, enlarg'd and lifted up our appre- 
henfions degrees above themfelves. Ye 
cannot make us now leffe capable, leffe 

know- 
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knowing, lefle eagerly purfuing of the* 
truth, unleffe ye firfl make your felves, 
that made us fo, lefle the lovers, lefle the 
founders of our true liberty. We can 
grow ignorant again; brutifti, formally 
and flavifti,.. as ye found us ^ but you 
then muft firft become that which ye 
cannot be, oppreffive, arbitrary, and ty* 
rannous, as they were from whom ye 
have free'd us# That our hearts are 
now more capacious* our thoughts more 
ere&ed to the fearch and expe&ation of 
greateft and exa&eft things, is the iflue 
of your owrie virtu. propagated in us; ye 
cannot fuppreffe. that unlefle ye reinforce 
an abrogated and mercilefle 4aw, that 
fathers may difpatch at will their own 
children- And who lhall then flick dot 

eft 
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eft to ye, and excite others*?, not be who 
takes up armes for cote and condud;, 
and his four nobles of Danegek. Al- 
though I difpraife not the defence of 
jufl: immunities, yet love my peace bet-, 
ter, if that were all. Give me the li- 
berty to know, to utter, and to argue 
freely according to confcience, .above all 
liberties. 

What would be beft advis'd then, if k 
be found fo hurtfull and fo unequall to 
fupprefle opinions for the newnes, or the 
unfutablenes to a cuftomary acceptance^ 
will not. be .my task to fay.; Lonly fhall 
jrepeat what I. have learnt from one of 
ryour own honourable number, a right 
jioble and pious Lord, who had he not 
ifacrific'd his life and fortunes to the 

.Church 
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Church arid Commonwealth, we had not 
now mift and bewayl'd a worthy and un- 
doubted patron of this argument. Ye 
-know him I am fure; yet I for honours 
-fake, and may it be -eternall to him, 
>ihall name him, the Lord Brook* He 
writing of Epifcopacy, and by the way 
treating of fe&s and fchifms, left Ye his 
•vote, or rather now the lafl: words of his 
•dying charge, which I know will ever 
he of dear and honoured regard with Ye, 
fo full of meeknes and breathing charity, 
that next to his laft teftament, who be- 
<queath'd love and peace to his Difci- 
ples, I cannot call to mind where I have 
-read or heard words more mild and 
jpeacefull. He there exhorts us to hear 
with patience and humility thofe, how- 
ever 



j 
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ever they b& ! niifc&ird, that defire to live ' 
purely, in fuch a tife of God's ordi- 
nances, as the beft guidance of their ' 
confeience gives them, and to tolerat 
. them, though in fome difconforrriity to 

i ourfelves. The book it felf will tell ua 
\ 
more at large, being publifht to the 

world, and dedicated to the Parlament 

by him who both for his life and for his' 

death deferves, that what advice he left 

be not laid by without perufalL 

And now the time in fpeciall is, by 

priviledge to write and fpeak what may 

I help to the furder difcuffing of matters 

j. in agitation. The temple of Janus with 

I his two controverfal faces might now not 

1 unfignificantly be fet open. And though 

all the windes of doftrin were let loofe 

to 
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^to,play upon the earth, fo Truth be "in 
the field, we do injurioufly. by licencing 
and prohibiting to mifiloubt heritrength. 
Let her andFallhood.gragple^ who -ever 
knew Truth put to the woes, in a free 
and open encounter? Her confuting is 
the befl: and fureft fuppveffing. He who 

: hears what praying there is for light and 

» 

clearer knowledge to be feat down a- 
mong us, would think of other matters 
to be conftitued beyond the difcipline 
of Geneva, fram'd and fabric't already 
to our hands. Yet when the new light 
which we beg for fliines in upon us^ 
'there be who envy, and oppofe it, if it 
come not firft in at their caiements* 
*What a collufion is this, whenasweare 
^exhorted by the wife man to ufe dili- 
gence, 
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gence, tv feek for wifdom as for hidcFn 

treafures early and late, that another or- 
der fliall enjoyn us to know nothing but 
by ftatute. When a man hath bin la- 
bouring the hardeft labour in the deep 
mines of knowledge, hath furnifht out 
his findings in all their equipage, drawn 
forth his reafons as it were a battell 
raung'd, fcatter'd and defeated all ob- 
jections in his way, calls out his adver- 
fary into the plain, offers him the advan- 
tage of wind and fun, if he pleafe; only 
that he may try the matter by dint of 
argument, for his opponents then to 
fculk, to lay ambufhrnents, to keep a 
narrow bridge of licencing where the 
challenger ihould pafle, though it be 
valour anough in fouldierfhip, is but 

A a weaknes 
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weakn.es and cowardife in the wars of 
Trutl^. For who knows not th$t Trvgh 
is ftrong next to the Almighty ? Ike 
i\eeds no policies, nor ftratagems, nor 
licen^ings, to make hervi&orious, thofe 
are the ihifts and defences that error ufes 
againft her power : give her but room, 
8c do not bind her when ihe fleeps,, for 
then Ihe fpeaks not true, as the old Pro- 
teus did, who fpafce oracles Q^ly when, 
be was caught & bound, but tiveu ra- 
ther Ihe tupis herfelf into all ftiapqs* ex- 
cept her own, and perhaps tunes her 
voice according to the time^ z&Micaiak 
did before Ahab, untill fhe b$ adjur\J> 
into her own likenes. Yet is it not im- 
poffible that Ihe may have more ft»pe$ 
than one. What elfe is all that rank of 

things 
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things indifferent, wfeerein Truth *ma$ 
be on this fide, or on tfoe othear, wkhkrat 
being unlike her felf > ' What but ar vain 
fliadow elfe is the abolition o£ tbcije.ordi* 
?iances y that hand-writing 'miyL'tf to the 
cro£h? what great ptfrChaife is this Chris- 
tian liberty which Pmct fo often boafts of t 
His do&rine is* that he who eats or eats 
sot, regards a dayy or jcgarck it not, 
may doe either to the Lord. How many 
other things naight be tokrarcd irr peace, 
and left to coafeienoe, had wer but cha- 
vkfy and wore: it' not the dhief ftrong: 
hold of our hypoerifie to be ev«r judg- 
ing one another* I fear yet this iron- 
350&C of outward conformity hath left a 
feriih print tfpon our necks ; the ghoft 
df a Bim4i'deccacy..yet Haunts us* We 

A a 2 flumble 
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ftumble and are impatient at the leaft 
dividing of one vifible congregation from 
another, though it be not in fundamen- 
talis; and through our forward nes to 
fuppreffe, and our backwardnes .to re- 
cover any enthralled peece of truth out 
of the gripe of cuftom, we care not to 
keep truth feparated from truth, which 
is the fierceft rent and difunion of all. 
We doe not fee that while we ftill affe<ffc 
by all means a rigid externall formality, 
we may as foon fall into a groffe confor- 
ming ftupidity, a ftark and dead con- 
gealment of wood and hay and Jlubble 
forc't and frozen together, which is 
more to the fudden degenerkting of a 
Church than many fubdicJwtcmies of petty 
fchifms. Not that I can think well of 

every 
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every light reparation, or that all in a 
•Church is to be expected gold and filver 
and preiious Jlones : it is not poflible for 
a man to fever the wheat from the tares, 
the good fifh from the other frie ; that 
muft be the Angels Miniftery at the end 
of mortall things. Yet if all cannot be 
of one mind, as who looks they fhould 
be ? this doubtles is more wholfome, 
more prudent, and more Chriftian, that 
many be tolerated, rather then all com- 
pell'cL I mean not tolerated Popery, 
and open fuperftition, which as it extir- 
pates all religions and civill fupremacies, 
fq it felf fhould be extirpat, provided 
firft that all charitable and compaffionat 
means be us'd to win and* regain the 
weak and the milled : that alfo which is 

A a 3 im- 
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impious or evil absolutely either againft 
faith or maners no law can poffibly per- 
mit, that intends not to unlaw it felf : 
but thofe neighbouring differences, or 
rather indifferences, are what I fpeak of, 
whether in fome point of dodtrine or of 
difcipline, which though they may be 
many, yet need not interrupt the unity 
of Spirit , if we could but find among 
us the bond of peace. In the mean while 
if any one would write, and bring his 
helpfull hand to the flow-moving Refor* 
mation which we labour under, if Truth 
have fpok'n to him before others, or 
but feem'd at leaft to fpeak, who hath 
fo bejefuited ua that we fhould trouble 
that man with afking licence to doe fo 
worthy a deed ? and not confider this, 

that 
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that if it come to prohibiting, there is 
not ought more likely to be prohibited 
then truth it felf ; whofefirft appearance 
to our eves blear'd and diittiii'd with 
prejudice and cuftom, is more lihfightly 
and unplaufible theft many eiroi:s3 ev'n 
as the perfon is of many a great iftah 
flight and contemptible to fee to. And 
what doe they tell us vainly of new opi- . 
nions, when this very opinion of theirs, 
that none muff be heard, but whom they 
like, is the word and new^ft opinion of 
all others; and is the chief caufe why 
fefts and fchifrns doe fo much abound, 
and true knowledge is kept at diftance 
from us ; befides yet a greater danger 
which is in it. For when God fliakes a 
Kingdome with ftrong and healthfull 

A a 4 com- 



C 360 ] 

commotions to a generall reforming, 'tis 
not untrue that many fedtaries and falfe 
teachers are then bufieft in feducing; 
but yet more true it is, that God then 
raifes to his own work men of rare abi- 
lities, and more then common induftry 
not only to look back and revife what 
hath bin taught heretofore, but to gain 
furder and goe on, fome new enlightn'd 
fteps in the difcovery of truth. For 
fuch is the order of God's enlightning 
* his Church, to difpenfe and deal out by 
degrees his beam, fo as our earthly eyes 
may beft fuftain it. Neither is God ap- 
pointed and confin'd, where and out of 
what place thefe his chofen ftiall be firft 
heard to fpeak; for he fees not as man 
fees, choofes not as man cjioofes, left 

we 
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we fhould devote our felves again to fet 

places, and aflemblies, and outward 
callings of men ; planting our faith jsne 
while in the old Convocation-houfe, 
and another while in the Chappell at 
Weftminfter; when all the faith and 
religion that fliall be there canoniz'd, is 
not fufficient without plain convince- 
ment, and the charity of patient inftruc- 
tion to fupple the leaft bruife of con- 
fcience, to edifie the meaneft Chriftian, 
who defires to walk in the Spirit, and 
not in the letter of human truft, for all 
the number of voices that can be there 
made ; no though Harry the 7. himfelf 
there, with all his leige tombs about 
him, ihould lend them voices from the 
dead, to fwell their number. And if 

the 



C 3** ] 

the men be erroneous who appear to be 
the leading fchifmaticks, what witholds 
us but our floth, our felf-will, and dif- 
truft in the right caufe, that we doe 
not give them gentle meetings and gen- 
tle difmiffions, that we debate not and 
examin the matter throughly with libe- 
rall and frequent audience; if not for 
their fakes, yet for our own ? feeing no 
man who hath tailed learning, but will 
confefle the many waies of profiting by 
thofe who not contented with ftale re- 
ceits are able to manage, and fet forth 
new pofitions to the world. And were 
they but as the duft and cinders of our 
feet, fo long as in that notion they may 
yet ferve to poliih and brighten the ar- 
moury of Truth, ev'n for that refpe& 
4 they 
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they were not utterly to be caft away. 
But if they be of thofe whom God hath 
fitted for the fpeciall ufe of thefe times 
with eminent and ample gifts, and thofe 
perhaps neither among the priefts, nor 
among the Pharifees, and we in the haft 
of a precipitant zeal fliall make no dif- 
tindion, but refolve to flop their mouths, 
becaufe we fear they come with new 
and dangerous opinions* as we com- 
monly forejudge them ere we under- 
Hand them, no leffe than woe to us, 
while thinking thus to defend the Gof- 
pel, we are found the perfeeutors. 

There have bin not a few fince the be- 
ginning of this Parlament, both of the 
Presbytery and others who by their un- 
Kcen't books to the contempt of an 

Im- 
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Imprimatur firft, broke that triple ice 
clung about our hearts, and taught the 
people to fee day : I hope that none of 
thofe were the perfwaders to renew upon 
us this bondage which they themfelves 
have wrought fo much good by con- 
temning. But if neither the check that 
Mofes gave to young Jojhua, nor the 
countermand which our Saviour gave 
to young John, who was fo ready to 
prohibit thofe whom he thought un- 
licenc't, be not anough to admonifh our 
Elders how unacceptable to God their 
tefty mood of prohibiting is, if neither 
their own remembrance what evill hath 
abounded in the Church by this lett of 
licencing, and what good they them- 
felves have begun by tranfgreffing it, be 

not 
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not anough, but that they will perfwade, 
and execute the mod Dominican part 
of the Inquifition over us, and are al- 
ready with one foot in the ftirrup fo 
a&ive at fuppreffing, it would be no 
unequall distribution in the firft place to 
fuppEefTe the fupprefiors themfelves ; * 
whom the change of their condition 
hath puft up, more then their late ex- 
perience of ^harder times hath made 
wife. 

And as ibr regulating the Preffe, let 
no man think to have the honour of 
advifing. ye better then your felves have 
done iq that Order publiiht next before 
this, that no book be Printed, unlefle 
the Printers and the Authors name, or 
at leaft the Printers be regifter'd. Thofe 

which 
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vrtneh ©therwife come forth, if tfecy be 

found aiifchievous and libcllotts, the 
fire a©d r the executioner will be the 
timelieft and the moft eflfe&uall remedy* 
that niaiM preveatio* can ufe. For ch» 
authentic Spacifti policy of licencing 
books* if I have faid ought, win prove 
the moft uilicene't book it felf wkhinr 
a fliort while ; and was the iinmedia*! 
image of a: Star-chamber deccee to thai: 
purpofe made in thofe very times w&enr 
that ccrurt <fid the reft of thofe heir pious 
wories*. for wlich fbfl iernaw* falFn frocai 
due: Stoma withr kurifev* Whereby ye: 
may gudfe wlrat kioofe- of State pcu-> 
dence* \yfteur kwe of thd people, wfaac 
care of Rdigibn^ or good manners* thcner 
was at the aonftrmngy although- with 

Angular 
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Angular hypocrifie it pretended to bind 
books to their good behaviour. And 
how it got the upper hand of your pre^ 
cedent Order fo well conftituted before, * 
if we may beleeve thofe men whoiib 
pxofjeffion gives them caufe to enquire 
moll;, it may be doubted there was in 
it the. fraud; of fome old patentees and 
monopolizers in the trade, of book-felliog; 
who under pretence of the poor in their 
Company not tp bje defrauded* and the 
juft retaining of e^ch. mm hjs feveraJl 
copy* which (Jos forbid ihould b«. 
gained, brought divqrs ; glofing colour* 
to the Houf^, which werq indeed but. 
colours, and. ferving to no end! except 
k be to exercife. a fuperiority <*ver th,eh> 

neigh- 
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neighbours, men who doe not therefore 
labour in an honeft profeffion to which 
learning is indetted, that they ihould 
be made other mens vafialls. Another 
end is thought was aym'd at by fome of 
them in procuring by petition this Or- 
der, that having power in their hands, 
malignant books might the eafier fcape 
abroad, as the event lhews. But of 
thefe Sopbifms and Elenchs of marchan- 
dize I skill not : This I know, that 
errors in a good government and in a 
bad are equally almoft incident; for 
what Magiftrate may not be mif-in- 
form'd, and much the fooner, if liberty 
of printing be reduce into the power 
of a few ; but to redreffe willingly and 
2 fpeedily 
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fpeedily what hath bin err*d, and in 
higheft autority to clleem a plain ad- 
vertifement more than others have done 
a fumptuous bribe, is a virtue (ho- 
nour'd Lords and Commons) anfwcr- 
able to Your higheft actions, and wher- 
of none can participat but greateft and 
wifeft men. 



THE END, 



